
Aligning 
Program Learning Outcomes (PLOs) 

into a course

assessment@ksu.edu

The purpose of aligning program-level outcomes to assignments in courses through 
which students demonstrate achievement is in the authenticity of the data collected, 
which leads to programmatic curricular and instructional decisions. Using Canvas to 
collect achievement data through aligned assignments enables your program 
autonomy in what signifies programmatic rigor for learning and student achievement. 
It also activates automation in data collection, saving faculty time and effort in data 
collection and reporting.
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Assessment at K-State

Mission or Credential

Knowledge        Skills           Dispositions

Each academic program is required to identify the learning expected of students upon 
receiving the credential specified by the program. These PLOs were defined upon the 
development and acceptance through the approval process. These outcomes can be 
updated as necessary to maintain currency of learning. We encourage programs and 
faculty to consider identifying SLOs in three broad categories: knowledge (and 
information that graduates should have a firm grasp of to be successful 
professionals), skills (abilities they will use directly in their field), and dispositions
(reflecting professional behavior and decision making). 

Discuss with your program director how your course fits into the developmental 
sequence of learning toward these PLOs and if your course is to provide data to 
support student achievement in one or more of the PLOs.

2



On the 
course 
level

Score collected in 
course but not sent 

to program

There are two ways of bringing outcomes into courses. The way with the most 
flexibility is to import each outcome individually that will eventually be aligned 
to an assignment. 
• This is accomplished by selecting the ‘Outcomes’ button that is in the left 

ribbon on the CANVAS page. When the outcomes panel opens, 
• the command to use is ‘ Find’. 
• You will not use the ‘+Outcome’, ‘+Group”, or Import because what is created 

at the course level will not be tied to a level outside of the course itself.
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Bringing a PLO into your Canvas course
1. Select Outcomes in 

the left column

2. Then choose “Find” on 
the upper right of your 
page.

For your program to collect student achievement data from an assignment that is 
aligned with a PLO, the outcome must be one created by the program. This process 
brings a program-level outcome into your course to align with a selected assignment 
and to be scored according to the rigor of your program’s learning expectations.
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Select the PLOs that align with learning in your course

• Once you find the 
outcome(s) for which your 
program is collecting 
achievement data, select  
+ Add  to bring the 
selection into your course.

• Then it will be ready to 
align with an assignment 
scoring device (rubric or 
quiz)

A window will open titled “Add Outcome to Course”.
Under “Account Standards,” you will work down to your program’s outcomes. Speak 
with your program’s assessment coordinator to identify if the outcomes are 
maintained on the institution level of “Kansas State University”, the college level, or 
the program level (as seen in this example, the outcomes are in the School of Music 
Theatre and Dance in the program of Music Education BME.
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