Through the semester I have come to realize that everything in my life has been impacted by my social class, race, and by my gender.  For this reflection I will look at what impact those things had on my educational experience as well as my self esteem today.

I am a 20 year old, white, middle class, female from America’s heartland.  I went to the biggest, and best funded, high school in the state of Kansas where the football team won the state championship the year I graduated and I was nominated for Homecoming Queen.  I am the average girl, but how has that “average ness” impacted me today?  Before starting this paper my lenses were up, I couldn’t see how my life would be much different if I were different, but then I realized that was because I was looking for improvement.  Many things in my life would be worse (few things would be better) if I were a different class, race, or gender.

Educationally I believe I would be worse off if I were any other ethnicity.  Typically minorities receive less of an education and are lower in social class than whites, so both my class and education would be impacted simply because of my race.  Additionally, I would be given fewer opportunities in general if I were of another race.  I also know that I would be better off if I were male and upper class.  Because my family could not afford to send me to an Ivy League school, I settled for Kansas State.  My education would be better if my family were of higher class.  I also know, from reading SchoolGirls that if I were male I would probably have been given more education, specifically in Math and Science.

With regards to self-esteem my life would be a lot different if I were male.  Boys typically have higher self worth than girls, and do not have the self scrutiny that girls experience.  Furthermore, boys are encouraged more than girls and are more willing to take chances as adults.  Orenstein specifically talks about how girls enter adulthood with a deficit due to the “hidden curriculum” they receive in school.  On the other hand my self esteem would be worse if I were Latina or if I were of a lower class.  

Something I found very difficult while writing this reflection was seeing something from both sides.  I felt very hung up on looking just at what life would be like if I was upper class and/or black.  Seeing life as a Latina or Chinese of the lower class was so much more difficult for me.  Things would be different in my life if any one of those things changed
.
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