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Reflection 4


I think that my race, gender, and class all effected my education, but all in different ways.  I went to a predominately rural high school where you were against the norm if you weren’t Caucasian.  All of my friends were white and everyone that I hung out with was also.  In fact now that I am thinking back there were only two African-American guys who I can recall spending any time with or evening hanging out with starting from middle school through high school.  I think that in the classroom we were all given a fair chance, based solely on our race that is.  The kids who were against the norm did not stand out much in the classroom and many of them were in special education classes or behavior disorder classes because they acted up a lot.  I never really had that many kids in my classes that didn’t fall into this norm.  


I think that I was given more opportunities because of my race.  An example was when I was the office assistant during one of my class periods in middle school.  A teacher had actually suggested me for the office assistant position and I remember another Hispanic girl had asked about doing it.  She was from ‘Montera’ which was low income housing and there was a lot of trouble at my school with those kids.  I think that this played into the administration’s decision and I was chosen, not her, even though she had wanted it and I was just suggested for it.  I do think that if I would have been of a different race I would not have received the same education that I did because I am white.  In fact there wasn’t one teacher in the whole high school building who wasn’t white.  I think that this played a large factor in my education because I fit the norm.  At the same time this gave me a false reality of what the world entailed.  I think this shelter that I was taught under gave me a lot of self confidence and self esteem because I wasn’t really competing against anyone.  I did not realize what all was out there past high school and the group that I hung out with.  I was the majority and I thought this was the way it was everywhere.


The fact that I was a girl and not a boy somewhat played into my education.  I don’t think there were large differences in the type of education I received compared to the males at my school, but I do think that there were favorites in the classroom.   I don’t however think that I particularly received any different of an education because I was a girl than if I would have been a boy.  I think that the boys actually acted up more and got in more trouble than the girls.  I think that I got away with a lot because I would talk my way out of things and make friends with the teachers.  The boys were too hot headed to get out of anything and they would rather take the fall.  They were given more attention in some of my classes, but mostly because the girls were too shy to speak up.  When we were in high school the majority of the people that answered questions were the dorky kids who always answered and never gave anyone else a chance.  I remember that it wasn’t ‘cool’ to be smart, so I wouldn’t answer anything and just let the overachieving ‘nerdy’ boys answer most of the questions.  I think that in some ways this did affect my self esteem because I never really tried to participate or answer the teacher’s questions.  I felt that it wasn’t the cool thing to do.  The majority of these nerdy boys would just speak up sooner and not really give any of the other people a chance to answer.  I think this did frustrate me, but at the time I never really thought much about it.  Looking back now I can see how this did influence my demeanor in the classroom.  Even now in some of my classes there are males that still dominate the discussion and I still revert back to my habits of staying quite even if I disagree or have a question.  


I feel my social class was very average compared to those that I hung out with in middle and high school.  I hate to say it, but I didn’t really venture much out of my social circle, therefore I don’t have good comparisons between classes in my schools.  I’m not sure exactly what my specific class would be, but my sister and I “never went without”, as my parents would say when we were telling how badly we had it compared to ‘Suzie.’  I think that the only thing my social class did was help me achieve more things and be more involved in extra activities that obviously cost money.  I think I was given more opportunities to become active in after school activities and in other things that interested me.  I might have learned less had I been of a different class because those kids aren’t given as many opportunities to get involved and participate in social activities as I was.  


After reading “School Girls”, I have learned that many kids have much more serious issues weighing on their minds than I did in high school.  Despite the fact that Jimmy talking to Suzie in the hallway was a big deal when he is supposed to like me, obviously there are many other kids from lower classes that had much more important things to think about.  As a result of being at an advantage compared to some other kids I think it increased my self esteem.  I think it added to my self assurance and also went to my head to a point where I might have thought I was better than others.  So to, this could have been a bad thing and given me an inflated self image and false self esteem.  I remember being happy with my friends, my social life, and my advantages throughout high school.  I would say that overall my race, gender, and class all played parts in my education and my upbringing, but none really had a lasting impact on how I would learn now that I am in college.  I think I have grown and learned from then and although entering college has been quite an eye opener, I don’t think that these factors greatly influenced who I am today
. 

�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Good work and very nice social analysis





