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I am a white, middle class, women.  I think that as far as my education goes I was better off than some and worse off then only a few.  I believe that because I am a Caucasian citizen I have dealt with less racism than would have someone who is African American.  I have usually felt like I fit in with the people that surround me and haven’t felt uncomfortable for being white.  Education has always been important in my family and was something that my parents emphasized me continuing.  I was given many resources to help better my education that made this transition much easier for me.  The schools that I went to were diverse to some extent but were mostly populated by other Caucasian students as well.  In terms of gender, I have faced discrimination because I am a woman.  I have been left out of P.E. activities because I was a girl and often told things like “You throw like a girl.”  Boys did participate in class more often and girls were quieter and did not speak out as much as the boys did.  I believe that it is the white, males who learn the most and whose esteems are fostered to the most.  I think that I would have learned more if I was male but not by being a different race.  I feel that Caucasians have a bigger advantage when getting an education and have many more resources available to them.   I think that my self-esteem was somewhat lowered because of the limitations that were put on me because of my gender.  I had two older brothers and often saw the treatment that they received very differently from the treatment I received.  Because of this, I felt differently about myself and about being a woman.  I think that my self-esteem was lifted because my race is so readily accepted and never had to battle with it as being different.  I think that people of other races have a much harder time adjusting to society and keeping a good self-esteem.  Often they do not feel like they fit in and the messages they receive from society tell them that they are not good enough the way that they are.  I believe that this makes education that much harder for them and pushes many away
.   
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