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Reflection 4


My education was influenced more by my location and social status rather than by my race and gender.  I went to a K-12 school in rural NW Kansas and our school system was barely standard.  First of all, we did not have enough teachers to teach the required subjects.  For example, our science teacher was certified to teach science but was more qualified to be a shop teacher.  He could not teach physics so I took it as a distance learning class over the internet.  Afterwards I hated physics so much that I refused to take any physics in college.   

My school also did not have an arts and drama program.  During my sophomore year we finally got a school play started but that is hardly the drama and forensics program that I hear my friends talk about.  Currently I live with two English majors and they can act out any of the plays of Shakespeare, whereas I only read Romeo and Juliet in High School.  Shakespeare is quoted and alluded to so much that I am lost when I try to read in depth literature.  We also did not have the money to buy art supplies.  We actually did have a teacher qualified in art but we did not have any supplies nor a room that could be devoted to art.  Plus her other duties would not have allowed her the time to teach a full time art course.  


The biggest difference I see in my education compared to that of my friends is where I lived, in a small town.  In bigger cities there may have been crime and gangs but at least the opportunity was there to take arts and advanced classes.  I think that while peer pressure may have made me a different person, I would have learned more academically, had I went to a bigger school where those classes were offered.  

On the other hand, I also got involved in other things that originally were not of interest to me because I went to a small school.  When I was younger, I had no interest in organized sports but since our numbers were so small in Junior High, every girl was recruited to play sports even if she did not have a lick of talent.  Now, sports and exercise in general play a pivotal role in my life.  Sports further had a tremendous impact upon my self-esteem when I was growing up.  Rather than concentrating on the body project to improve myself, I concentrated upon my volleyball serve or my free-throws.  I was able to track my progress and was subject to the same dips and valleys that characterize most adolescent girls but as I became more of a woman, sports could be the one arena where I knew that I had some skills.  Because of that I believe that my self-esteem is quite high and I can go to campus in sweats or in stilettos if I like
.                  
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