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I think that gender, race, and class affect all aspects of our lives.  It makes us who we are and shows where we come from, and in some respects can also determine how far we will go in our lives.  I think that although many people like to think that the same educational opportunities are available to all people, this is not true.


I graduated from a very small school.  In fact there were only 19 people in my graduating class.  In addition, my school was not very diverse.  The entire population of my school, and entire town for that matter, was white.  Most people had been there for generations.  My grandparents and mother actually were all born and raised in my home town, so pretty much everybody knew everybody.


I think that maybe to an extent the ‘hidden curriculum’ existed in my school, but not as strongly as in some schools that we read about.  I believe that if I had been a boy in my school, given that everything else (my class and race) was the same, my education would have been the same.  I would have had different experiences and I would be a different person than I am today, but my educational advantages would be the same
.


I also believe, though, that especially in my town, if anything besides my gender would have been different, I would have received different education and I probably wouldn’t be where I am now in school.  I think that especially in a town that has a population of all white people with no minorities, it would be very hard for anyone different to do well.  I think that besides possibly being treated differently in schools by teachers and peers, that the experience of being different than everyone else in the town and probably having things said to you would cause a lot of self-esteem issues that would affect school performance.


I also think that class and social standing had a major affect on my education.  My parents knew all of my teachers.  They were either friends with them through school activities, went to church with them, or had known most of them for a long time through the community.  My dad was also on the school board and my mom did work with some of the fund raising for our school.  In a small community, involvement of parents is key for students to do well, especially if the student isn’t motivated to do well without help from parents.  I think that my parents knowing all of my teachers well also added to my education, because if it weren’t for my parents constantly being involved in my life, I wouldn’t have cared as much about my performance and success.  


When I think about some of the kids in my school whose parents weren’t involved, either because they worked all the time because their families needed the money, or because they didn’t feel comfortable doing that, I think it put them at a disadvantage educationally.  Not having constant contact with parents, especially when there is a problem with the student, adds to poor school performance.


I think that I was lucky to live in a small town and in the situation that I was in.  I wish that I could say that things were different in my school, that inequalities didn’t exist, but unfortunately they do.  I think that people in different situations and with different views on issues could probably see things differently, but that’s the way that I see them
.
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