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I think that everyone’s race, ethnicity, gender, and class, have an impact on their education whether they realize it or not.  It is difficult to say whether or not I would be more or less educated if I was different in any of these areas.  Certainly, there is always a power structure set up. The fact that I am a white, female, from a middle class family has both helped and hindered me depending upon the circumstances of the situation.  

I am from a small town and went to a school where 95% of the children there were just like me – white and middle class. I can defiantly say from observation that if you were not part of this 95% then your educational experience would be more difficult. This (in my school) was for the mere fact that you had to deal with the stress caused by those who were in the majority.  I believe that the teachers probably would have treated me differently had I been a different race or class.  Sometimes in a school system where this much of the population is white middle class, I think that teachers may subconsciously apply the stereotypes to the “lower” people in situations where there is confliction. “They aren’t trying hard enough”, or “They are lazy”. Some of the same examples taken from, “Schoolgirls”.  So, there would be a greater chance for my education to be altered. I would say that if my gender were male instead of female, I might have ended up with a tad bit more confidence? It may be no different than how I am now, or it could’ve made a big difference in how my educators responded to me. Which is also proven true in “Schoolgirls”. 

I believe that all of these characteristics are dependent upon each other and changing one thing would affect the others.  Educational opportunities may be affected either way. I believe that beyond a person’s race, ethnicity, gender, and class, other factors will affect a person’s self esteem. Family life and parental support will affect a person’s interest in their education.  This may not change the way educators treat you but it may make it easier to deal with and push beyond the barriers. I hold very much interest in the relationships between all of these characteristics.  There is so much comparing and contrasting to be done.  Yet, changing one thing- changes everything; which would change a lot if the one thing everyone changed were their negative stereotypes upon race, class, and gender
. 
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