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Reflection #4

Question:

How do you think your race/ethnicity/gender/class impacted your education? Did your race or gender or class make you more or less educated? In other words, do you think you would have learned more or less if you were a different race or gender or class? How much self esteem do you think you would have?

Response:
There was a certain pressure for me to perform well in school on account of my Asian heritage and the stereotypes associated with that.  That’s not to say I did poorly in mathematics, because I received all A’s throughout my pre-collegiate academic career.

My 4.0 GPA was not due to my ethnicity or gender, per se, though I’m sure there were some correlations between to the two.  The real reason for my academic success was an inverse reaction to my class.  My father and my mother both grew up in poverty and could barely make ends meet.  Neither of them attended college.  When they got married and had kids (i.e. my brother in myself) they still did not have the means to support a full family without government aid and having to work two jobs.  

As a result of this situation, there was a great deal of pressure on my brother and myself to perform well in school so we could go to college.  The ultimate goal of life was to garner the means to go to college.  My parents knew that they could never afford to send us both, so they put increased pressure on us to do well in school.  We were told anything less than an A in middle school was unacceptable and because of our high grades we were allowed to attend Sumner Academy of the Arts and Sciences.  This was basically a school that was designed to prepare lower-income urban children for college, but in actuality it was the equivalent of a lesser Johnson County School.  

The same demand to get straight A’s in middle school carried over to high school.  Both my brother and I graduated with above 4.0 GPA’s (due to the International Baccalaureate program which were college level classes offered to high school students with a weighted grade – an A was worth 5 points instead of 4, a B was worth 4 points instead or 3 etc.)

In college there was still pressure put upon us to perform well, as most of our scholarships were based on academics.  My ethnicity still never really came into play or not to my knowledge at least.  I figure that most people assumed I was white (even though I am half-white, half-Chinese) because my facial features didn’t give away my Chinese side.  Also, I did not know martial arts or couldn’t jump 50 feet into the air at the drop of a hat.  The major I choose, advertising is also a predominantly white major.  Many Asian-American students end up in medicine or science and very, very few choose mass communications
.  
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