I remember in science classes having groups of girls that would not do the experiments until they were offered help by me.   When it came time to dissect a frog in 7th grade, the teacher required that everyone equally participate in the dissection unless they were morally opposed to dissection.  He did this by giving detailed instructions on how to perform the dissection and divided the steps equally between group members.  I think this teacher had an understanding that there are many people that would not learn through this section of the class if they did not participate.  I do not know if he understood that it was primarily girls that were less willing to do the dissection, but whether he knew it or not, he was helping the more passive girls of the class.  


In eighth grade on April 1, April Fool’s Day, the girls tried to play a trick on my history teacher.  Every girl in the class did not show up in class that day.  While the teacher was out looking for the girls, the boys in the class removed things from the teacher’s desk and one boy even hid in the cabinets on the side of the room.  When the teacher returned with all of the girls he handed each one of them a detention slip and made them all fill it out with the expectation that they would have to show up for detention for one week.  The boy that was in the cabinet the whole time was knocking on the door and disrupting this sincere punishment from the teacher.  When the teacher realized that there was someone in the cabinet he made the boy come out and simply laughed at his prank just as he did for each item that he discovered was missing from his desk.  None of the girls were actually given detention, that was his joke on them, but he never threatened punishment for the boys or even showed that he was displeased with their actions.  This teacher is an example of allowing the boys’ rowdiness to go unpunished while doing everything in his power to keep the girls in line.  


The peer groups in middle school have the more power over the individual than any other time in one’s life.  There was not much pressure to have intercourse in middle school, as we see in the book Schoolgirls, but there was pressure for sexual activity.  Common discussion would revolve around how far a couple has gone.  Those that did not have a lot of sexual activity were considered ‘prude’ if they were girls or ‘wimps’ if they were guys.  As we got older the pressure did not subside, but it became more silent.  People would not simply say that you were a wimp, but they may ostracize you from the group.  


I did not see a huge difference in the sexual pressures between girls and guys in my experience.  This was probably not the norm, but a result of the people that I surrounded myself with.  Fortunately in my group of confidants it was not cool to have sex with many different girls
. 
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