
After reading this book and hearing the some of the research pertaining to girls and math and science classes, I found myself feeling somewhat resentful.  I have never been very good at science and I’ve been okay at math but struggled with it here and there.  My boyfriend, on the other hand, is a mechanical engineer major and all of his classes pertain to math and science and he is quite good at both.  I started thinking back to middle school and how I or other girls may have been treated differently.  I remember in middle school that there wasn’t a big emphasis on being good at math and science classes.  I never failed these classes but I was never at the top of my class in them either.  My friends were often the same and therefore it became something that we related to with each other.   I was also very outspoken when I was younger, and still am.  I remember boys being so pissed off at me for voicing my opinion or correcting them and I often was label as being a bitch.  My girlfriends often came to me when they wanted to say something and didn’t have enough nerve to do so.  They knew that I would, and many times I would take on this role even though it wasn’t my problem.   I was often scolded for speaking out and sometimes just ignored.  I was even sent to the principle’s office for asking a question, but my teacher said I was being loud and boisterous.   Boys were often louder than girls in most of my classes and now that I think about it, girls were often much more passive than most boys and even myself.   I remember hearing the phrase “boys will be boys” often.   
My friends would have questions but they wouldn’t ask them because they were embarrassed to ask because it may be interpreted as a stupid question.  They would wait and ask another peer later or just try and figure it out for themselves.     I remember working on science projects and the boys doing most of the experiment part and the girls taking on the role of writing or observing.  What strikes me as odd is that the teachers didn’t try and get everyone else more involved with the experiments.   I stated earlier that this book has made me somewhat resentful and my reason for this is because I feel that if I had been given the same chance as the boys were and are given, that I may have been a better math and science student and wouldn’t have struggled so much with both of these subjects.  Who knows, I may have even like studying math and science, even though I find that hard to believe now
.  
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