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I grew up in a really small town in Southwest Kansas, so small in fact that there were only 19 people in my High School graduating class, and that also included some students from a nearby town.  Rural towns are thought to be very conservative and small-minded, and I would honestly usually agree for the most part, except for the treatment of girls in the school systems.  Or at least in my experience.


I came into Junior High a fairly timid seventh grade girl, and through athletics was soon befriended by most of the eighth grade girls.  These were girls who were, in my eyes at least, very strong-willed and did what they wanted.  They were all pretty athletic, all on the honor roll, and for the most part they were the group that ran our school, not the boys.  Since our school was so small, we had very few clubs, so therefore student council was the big thing and was voted on by classmates.  The President, Vice-President, and Treasurer were all in the group of eighth grade girls that I hung out with.  Ironically, the Secretary was one of the more popular eighth grade boys.


I think that this group of girls changed me a lot for the better.  I hate to think of what I would have been like had it not been for these girls.  I learned through their example to be myself, although there are always struggles along the way, and that boys alone couldn’t hurt me if I was surrounded by my girls.


In this book we are currently reading, Schoolgirls, the author talks about unequal treatment of girls in the classroom, in particular in math and science.  For me, though, it wasn’t that way.  In Jr. High, our math and science teachers were both women.  And not just women, but strong, outgoing, confident, and lively women in their young 30’s.  These women are perhaps two of the crucial role models I had when I was in Jr. High, because they weren’t the immature, 13-year-old “girl power” types of girls I hung out with, they were intelligent and capable young women that inspired all of us girls to be like them.  


These two women, in addition to being teachers in a field that was mainly male dominated in most places, were also coaches for both girls’ volleyball and girls’ track.  They really tried hard to boost the self-esteem of us girls at a crucial time in our lives, and I don’t think that anyone could possibly say that they are not better off for having them there.  They never favored the boys in class, in fact they may have favored the girls more.  Our math teacher also pushed really hard to get me and 2 other girls pushed ahead a year in math, as well as one other boy.  I think she knew the types of struggles we would run into in the future and tried to give us a step up.


In addition to our math and science teachers both being women, so was our principal, our English teacher, our computer teacher, and our music teacher.  I think that I was lucky to have so many women in these maybe not so traditional roles because instead of focusing my attention on hiding in class, they gave me the confidence to answer questions and participate in class, which I think in the long run has really helped me.


I know that not all people have the same experience as me, and in fact probably not even everyone in my own Jr. High had the same experience as me.  But I think of myself as very lucky to have survived and thrived, because of my peer groups and also because of my teachers’ encouragement and motivation
.
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