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When I think back to my adolescence, and remember my first impressions of what it meant to be beautiful, I realize that I idealized female cartoon characters.  As silly as that might sound, there are very prominent differences between female and male cartoon characters.  For that matter, there are very prominent differences between “pretty” female cartoon characters and “ugly” female cartoon characters.


When I reflect on my beauty ideals as a child, there are a few main cartoon characters that come to mind.  The Disney movie “Roger Rabbit” had a voluptuous female character named Jessica Rabbit.  As you might remember, she had humongous breast, long flowing hair, big red lips and wore a revealing red sequin dress.  Her job was singing to horny men in a smoky lounge setting.  As a young girl, I thought she was the ultimate sexy ideal!  Another character that I remember idealizing was from a cartoon series called “Lady Lovely Locks.”  In this cartoon Lady Lovely Locks wore princess dresses, and had beautiful magical long hair that had pixies living in it.  The pixies would come to her aid whenever she encountered an evil villain.  The last cartoon might seem strange that I related to as a child, but I was in love with “My Little Ponies.” (Please keep in mind that I was under the age of 8!)  All of the little ponies were feminine and had sparkling eyes, long eyelashes, soft sweet voices, and flowing hair.  As a child, I always thought that if they were little girls my age, they would be very pretty and “girlie
.”


I believe that there is definitely a cultural beauty standard that can be implied from my childhood cartoons.  Drawing from these three different female cartoon characters I gathered that having long flowing hair, long eyelashes, big pouty lips, big breasts and pretty dresses made up a beautiful female.  In my personal childhood experience, there was not a female cartoon I watched that did not own one of these physical characteristics.  To young girls watching them, these cartoons emphasized that if you wanted to be considered pretty or attractive you should own one of these characteristics. The behaviors of the female cartoons also implied that being beautiful was a sure way to “fight evil” and get what you wanted.  


I do believe that to some extent, I gave into these beauty standards as a child.  I believe that I got a sense of what beauty was by viewing their physical characteristics.  I had long hair down to my rear for most of my elementary school years.  I never let my mother cut it, even though I hated taking baths, wearing dresses, and combing my hair.  It was important to me that my hair stayed long!  I was a tomboy most of the time, but when playing “make believe” I would wear dresses and makeup if pretending to be a pretty female.  I will say that as I went through my teen adolescences, I definitely gave into my subconscious childhood beauty ideals.  I am referring to long hair, big breasts, long eyelashes, and full lips.  As a young teen I did not possess any of these physical traits and was very dissatisfied with my appearance to say the least.


It is amazing to me that I picked up on these beauty ideals at such a young age.  It was all very subconscious and innocent as a child.  But in my early teen years, my preconceived notions of beauty had major effects on my self-esteem and self-worth.  (Not so innocent anymore!)  This assignment really made me realize how much our culture is consumed with physical appearance.  So much so that it plants unrealistic beauty ideals in the minds of children who are not even close to being able to process what it really means to be beautiful.  It is also very alarming to see the male gaze present in cartoons for children at such a young age
!
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