K-STATE'S SIXTH ANNUAL RALLY FOR NONVIOLENCE SEPT. 6

MANHATTAN -- Kansas State University's Campaign for Nonviolence will

sponsor its sixth annual campus and community Rally for Nonviolence from

11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 6, in the courtyard at the

K-State Student Union. A Nonviolent Direct Action Workshop, 3:30 to 5:30 in Union 207, follows the Rally. It is free and open to all. Joe Carr, Lawrence, who is just back from the Midwest Social Forum, will lead the workshop.

"An important aim of the rally is to inspire K-State students to find

something they care about, and then show them ways to become active in

positive social change," said Susan Allen, director of the K-State Women's

Center, which organizes nonviolence projects in the community.

"The world needs all the help it can get right now and the Campaign for

Nonviolence supports student groups working to better the community in a

variety of ways. This rally introduces students to activist projects and,

more importantly, to other students who may be kindred spirits," Allen

said.

"We hope to energize the campus community and start the school year with a

positive, grass-roots push toward nonviolence and safety," said Dorinda

Lambert, director for clinical services at K-State counseling services and

chair of the Campaign for Nonviolence.

According to Allen and Lambert, the rally is an invitation to get involved

in the nonviolence movement. Some ways to get involved on campus include

becoming a K-State Safe Zone ally, taking a nonviolence studies or

conflict resolution course, joining a related student group or attending

Noontime Yoga.

Participating groups at the rally will include Amnesty International,

Manhattan Alliance for Peace and Justice, Ordinary Women, Crisis Center,

Queer Straight Alliance, Students for Environmental Action, K-State

women's studies and leadership studies programs, Lafene Health Center,

Living Wage Coalition, Peers/War and more.

In addition to information tables and live music by Kansas Weather, the

rally will include a brief "Be the Change" Awards ceremony at noon

featuring awards named to recognize peacemaker Mahatma Gandhi's insight

that "we must be the change we wish to see in the world."

The awards are a way to thank campus and community members who are

contributing the nonviolence movement in a significant way, Lambert said.

This year's winners include: Bernard Pitts, director of the K-State

Student Union, and the Union Governing Board, the "Be the Change"

Organization Award for their effort in establishing a kiosk in the Union

featuring nonviolence information from the K-State's Women's Center, Safe

Zone and Campaign for Nonviolence; Robert Shannon, superintendent of the

Manhattan-Ogden Public Schools, USD 383, the "Be the Change" Educator

Award, for his work establishing a Safe Zone at Manhattan High School that

is based on K-State's Safe Zone program; and Cheryl Grice, Manhattan,

manager of employment services at K-State's Division of Human Resources,

the "Be the Change" Community Activist Award, for her work with the

Manhattan High School's Safe Zone and Diversity committees.

In conjunction with the rally, the "Movies on the Grass" film series,

which began in association with last year's Campaign for Nonviolence

Rally, is being offered again, facilitated largely by K-State's Hale

Library and sponsored by a several campus offices and groups. The outdoor

series features "films with a conscience" as a way to make people aware of

local/global social justice and human rights themes and encourage activism

to make the world a safer and more equitable place. Remaining films in

series are "End of Suburbia," Sunday, Sept. 10, and "Invisible Children,"

Sunday, Sept. 17. Both films start at 8 p.m. in Coffman Commons south of

Hale Library.

The K-State Campaign for Nonviolence was founded in 2000. It is a large

and growing affiliation of women and men across campus and the community

who share the realization that "nonviolence begins with me," Lambert said.

More information is available online at

http://www.k-state.edu/womenscenter and

http://www.k-state.edu/nonviolence
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