
Garden News
from the

Manhattan Community Gardens

Quick tip of the Season . . . 

Message From The President
Most of our gardeners have probably planted their frost 
sensitive plants by now. Last year for the þrst time I re-
ceived some German Pink tomato plants from my friend 
Dr. Fred Freeman and they proved to be completely dif-
ferent from our old standbys, Jet Star and Celebrity. Their 
characteristics included a very sweet taste, a less red more 
pink color, and a shape that was rough toward the stem 
end and because of our success; we again planted them this 
year. Also this year I am trying a new variety called Ame-
lia which is recommended by Chuck Marr of Kansas State 
Horticulture Dept. which  has resistance to three different 
types of Fusarium Wilt, Tomato Spotted Wilt and are fairly 
crack resistant. We will see if Amelia can top our experi-
ence with the German Pinks.
 
My wife and I eat a lot of spinach and my crop of spinach 
this year is the best that I have grown. I plant the spinach 
in 12ó wide rows and the crop has been abundant, and we 
wonder what we are going to do with it all, so we end up 
freezing most of it.
 
Most of our garden plots have been rented this year except 
for a few undeveloped plots in the east end of the north 
garden. We received 50 bales of hay that were donated by 
Howard Wilson of Howeõs Recycling; and the Compost 
and Mulch Committee intends to get more hay for the 
gardeners who did not get hay on the þrst delivery. If you 
gave us an email address, you should be getting a reminder 
about your mowing responsibilities by email, and also look 
for the mowing schedule at the garden shed. Remember 
to keep your gardens weeded; the Rules and Safety com-
mittee will be making periodic checks to make sure that 
gardeners follow through with the weeding responsibil-
ity. Also a policy that was adopted by the Garden Board in 
April, 2005, prohibits the use of home carpeting for weed 
control in Manhattan Community Gardens. Also another 
policy to remember is that we receive our water free from 
the city and this is to be used in watering our garden plots, 
but not to wash cars or water a lawn. So in closing I want 
to wish you happy gardening.

Jerry Vestweber
President of Manhattan Community Gardens

Garden Updates
Un-rented Garden Plots
Any remaining plots will be available for Ĳ price between 
June 1st and June 6th.  Contact the MCG President, Jerry 
Vestweber, for information on location of plots and prices.  
After June 6th, the MCG will put these plots to use, so 
act now!  

To contact Jerry:  Phone  556-6711
   Email  j2vestweber@cox.net

East Garden Parking
Cars should park along 8th street, and not on the property 
along the eastern edge of the East garden.  The owner of 
the house next to the East garden has complained that gar-
deners have parked on his property.  We measured the East 
garden and determined that he was correct.  Our property 
ends at the outer edge of the existing gardens.

The Next Garden Board Meeting
The next meeting is Wednesday, June 7th at 5:45 pm at 
UFM.  All gardeners are welcome to attend.  If you have 
issues, concerns or questions then please join us at 
the meeting.

Quote of the Season         
Few phenomena gave me more delight than to observe the forms 
which thawing sand and clay assume in ÿowing down the sides 
of a deep cut in the railroad . . . You þnd thus in the very sands 
an anticipation of the vegetable leaf.    --Henry David Thoreau

Are you missing out on hay 
deliverd to MGC? Get on 
an email list (see inside)!
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Garden Reminders
Watering Etiquette
Each garden is limited to the use of one hose at a time.  
Each gardenerõs use is limited to 30 minutes if other gar-
deners are waiting to water.  The MCG rules state that the 
gardener must be present while watering. Please turn off 
any unattended water.   Return the hose end to the spigot 
when þnished, in a long loop and not coiled around the 
spigot, picnic benches or other items.  Detach any personal 
hoses when returning the MCG hose to the spigot.  The 
City of Manhattan is providing us free water.  Please donõt 
waste it!

Path Maintenance
Gardens paths should be kept passable for everyone.  The 
vegetative growth should not exceed 4ó in height.  Garden-
ers are responsible for the maintenance of the paths that 
border their plot(s).  Please work with the gardeners on the 
other side of the path to keep it clean. Carpets will all have 
to be removed by our òFall Cleanupó this year.  If you need 
assistance to remove your carpet, contact a board member.  
Alternatives are to have a path covered in grass/weeds and 
mow them regularly; or weed the path, lay down newspa-
pers and cover with wood chips.

Tool Care
Clean off all tools and equipment before returning the 
items to the shed.  This means rinse the soil off of the tools, 
which will prevent rusting and increase their longevity.  
Any damage should be reported by hanging a repair tag 
on item with information about what is wrong.  Tags are 
hanging on back wall of large shed.

Trash
The trashcan located outside the small shed is for debris 
found in the commons area surrounding the sheds.  It is 
not for any other garbage.  The garden does not pay for 
trash removal, so please dispose of your own trash, by tak-
ing it home.  The area is beginning to look like a garbage 
dump again, with debris falling out of the trashcan and 
blowing all over the commons area.  Please keep a small 
trash container on your plot for your disposables, and for 
the miscellaneous treasures you þnd in the soil like broken 
glass, metal, plastic and other debris.

PleaseéLock The Sheds 
Behind You!
Hello everyone and happy May.  Gardening seems to be 
in full swing and all the pretty green things (weeds not in-
cluded) are beginning to appear and the gardens are look-
ing great!!

While everyone is working hard we are also being a little 
negligent in one of our responsibilities.  That responsibility 
is the security of our equipment and tool sheds.  I would 
like to remind EVERYONE that the doors of the sheds 
must be locked behind you each time you exit.  Your physi-
cal presence, in the area, does not constitute or enhance the 
security of these buildings.

There are two immediate issues that we need to be and stay 
aware of.  First is the security of our property, that being 
the mowers, tillers, and garden tools.  Second but possibly 
the more important issue is one of liability.  We have lots of 
neighbors that live around us and some of them have small 
children, and children that are not so small.  Should any 
of these neighbors walk into one of the sheds, uninvited, 
and get injured; we could be facing a very large liability is-
sue.  This type of issue could threaten the very existence of 
the Manhattan Community Gardens.  I for one would not 
want to be responsible for that.  Would you?

A member of the Grounds Maintenance/Tilling committee 
has reported to me that one young man, who lives nearby, 
has stated that he knows the combination of our locks.  
When asked how he knew the combo, he stated that he 
read it off of a lock that was hanging open on the door.  If 
this young manõs statement is true, we now have at least 
one person who can enter our sheds even when they are 
locked!!!  So, PLEASE, lock the door each time you walk 
out of either shed; and PLEASE spin the numbers so that 
the combo cannot be read by anyone.

Thank you for your cooperation, and Happy Gardening.

Jack Rader
        
Chair, Grounds Maintenance / Tilling

Do You Feel Like You Are 
Missing Out?
We have been receiving loads of compost, wood chips and 
soil, and hay bales during this 2006 growing season.  Our 
garden is large, and you may not always be aware of de-
liveries we have received if you are not in the immediate 
area, or come after itõs gone.  If you are interested in being 
on an email list, to be contacted each time we get a delivery, 
then send me an email with your full name and a request 
to be on the list.
  
Email your request to: Patty Zehl pzehl@ksu.edu



             MOWING SCHEDULE

Gardeners are responsible for mowing the grass/weeds in the commons areas of the gardens ONE TIME during the scheduled period.  If for 
some reason you are not able to mow during your scheduled time, you will need to switch with someone else or ask a garden neighbor if they 
would be willing to do it for you.  If you are confused about where your area is, check out the map located in the glass case on the front of the 
large shed. THANK YOU for contributing!!
  
WEEK OF:  Southeast        Southwest  North   East 
 
May 27 - June 2  John Roberts  Gary Naughton  Gary Naughton   Malley Sisson
June 3 - 9  Sylvia Beeman  George Brandsberg D. & L. Erpelding   Roger Hinkle
June 10 - 16  Sylvia Beeman  John Stites  Linglin Xie   Nathan Kotschwas
June 17 ð 23  John Exdell  John Stites  Pamela Been-Redeker R. Melis & T. Janson
June 24 ð 30  Lisa Harmon  Marvin Moorman  Bruce McCallum   Linda Armstrong
July 1 ð 7   Michael Rhodes  Marvin Moorman  Cynthia Denson   Charlene Brownson
July 8 ð 14  Donn Leach  Bob Haines  Bruce McCallum   Carl Hill
July 15 ð 21  Donn Leach  George Brandsberg Michael Ryan   Cheryl Finney
July 22 ð 28  Gordan Cramer  Marvin Hitschman  Marvin Thompson   Linda Armstrong
July 29 ð Aug 4  Susan Oviatt  Aaron Brockman  Joyce Todd   R. Gibson &  E. Schrum

REMINDER: All gardeners who are not on the Board of Directors are required to mow a commons area.  Gardeners with one plot mow one 
time; gardeners with multiple plots must mow at least twice during the season.  Gardeners who did not sign up for mowing (or not enough 
mowing times) at registration time have been placed in the schedule where there was an empty slot.

Water Buddy Program
There are always times when a gardener needs help with 
watering; either due to illness, emergency situations or va-
cation time spent out of town.  Some of our gardeners may 
currently water plots for their neighbors or friends; how-
ever, there are probably some newer gardeners, or garden-
ers who garden at odd times when no once else is around 
who could use a òWater Buddyó.  

If you are receiving help, I would suggest you reciprocate 
by offering your help to others by placing your name on the 
òWater Buddyó list.  It will be up to the individuals involved, 
whether they can water when requested.  If you say you will 
water, itõs imperative that you do as agreed.  If you are hesi-
tant about a date, do not agree to water for someone.

I will post a sign up sheet in the large shed, on/over the 

counter top for people to put their names on if they would 
like to þnd a òWater Buddyó, and in return will water for 
someone else.  All interested parties will be responsible for 
contacting a possible òWater Buddyó to determine if they 
can water for you.   I recommend that you remind your wa-
ter buddy about the time to water, before going on vacation 
to eliminate problems due to poor memories.

I would suggest that if someone agrees to water your plot(s), 
you meet with them þrst and show them where your plot(s) 
located.  You might also add a visible cue to the garden 
that will help your òWater Buddyó to þnd your plot(s).  It 
wouldnõt help you if they accidentally watered your neigh-
borõs plot.  

This is a new program, and we will test its viability and use-
fulness this summer. If you have suggestions please let me 
[Patty Zehl] know (info below).

2006 MCG Board Members ï Updated List

Name    Committee   Phone  Email
 
Jerry Vestweber, President Records   556-6711  j2vestweber@cox.net
Patty Zehl, Vice President Newsletter & Education  317-0141 pzehl@ksu.edu
Wilma Shuman, Secretary Flower Bed Maintenance 776-9916 wjshuman@hotmail.com
Linda Teener, Treasurer  Finance    539-8763 lteener@ksu.edu
Bob Brown   Compost & Mulch  532-0288 bobinks@cox.net 
Brad Debey   Rules & Safety   587-8183 bdebey@yahoo.com
Susan Peterson   Records   537-0372 slpete@sbcglobal.net
Jack Rader   Grounds Maintenance & Tilling 776-1974 rader@þinthills.com

Dave Schoenweis  Rules & Safety   539-5923 bdschon@cox.com 
Stoner Smith   Equipment Maintenance  539-3821 sbsinks@aol.com

(Please do not call MCG Board Members after 9pm)




