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14 September 2009

President Kirk Schulz

110 Anderson Hall

Kansas State University

Manhattan, KS  66506
Dear President Schulz:

On September 30, 2009 the “Developing Scholars Program” at your institution will be recognized through Examples of Excelencia, our national initiative to accelerate Latino student success in higher education.  After careful review of all the entries, this program was selected as an Honorable Mention at the Baccalaureate Level.  Congratulations!
 I am writing to share more information about the initiative, our organization, and the special role your institution will play in our efforts to emphasize practices that support the success of more Latino students at the associate, baccalaureate and graduate levels. 

Today only 7 % of Latino young adults have associates degrees and 13% of Latino adults have a bachelor’s degree compared to 30% of all other adults in the United States. Although institutions of higher education are attempting to meet the educational needs of the nation’s fastest growing community, without effective strategies, too few are achieving results.

Excelencia in Education responds to this challenge through a uniquely results-driven approach that is inspiring and informing policy makers and institutions about practices and policies that yield better outcomes for Latino students and all students. 

A Campaign for Solutions:  Examples of Excelencia involves seven major program elements conducted over 12 months that comprise a national organizing campaign by which Excelencia is moving an engaged community of partners to effectively increase Latino student achievement.  Major program elements include Call for Nominations; a rigorous Evaluation and Selection process; multi-staged Recognition Activities; national Media Dissemination; Capitol Hill Showcase; What Works for Latino Students in Higher Education: Examples of Excelencia Compendium; and Celebración de Excelencia.

On Wednesday, September 30, 2009 at 5:00pm we will announce the 2009 Examplesof Excelencia at the Celebración de Excelencia being held at the U.S. Capitol Visitor Center, Congressional Auditorium.  This special event is offered during Hispanic Heritage Month in cooperation with the Congressional Hispanic Caucus.  
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We are honored that U.S. Department of Education Under Secretary Martha Kanter will deliver a keynote address and we will recognize Arturo Madrid, Distinguished Professor of Humanities at Trinity University as the 2009 Dr. John Hope Franklin Award Recipient

The Celebración de Excelencia will also serve as the venue for the release of the 2009 edition of the What Works for Latino Students in Higher Education: Examples of Excelencia Compendium.  This publication describes how the 2009 programs achieve positive results and will suggest ways their strategies may be adapted for use in other communities. Following the recognition program will be a reception from 6:00-7:00pm and the opportunity for leaders in education, business, public policy, Latino community-based organizations and related nonprofit institutions to network.  The entire Celebración de Excelencia will be recorded and shown via Excelencia’s website, www.EdExcelencia.org
Please visit our Web site for more information about the Examples of Excelencia initiative and all our current programs, analysis and research to accelerate Latino student success in higher education.  Watch for the release of our new and expanded Website coming in September: www.Edexcelencia.org
During our first five years, Excelencia in Education has positively influenced the national agenda and engaged a community of leaders who believe in the promise of America’s future and the abilities and talents of Latino students to carry us forward. Through Excelencia’s recognition of the “Developing Scholars Program” we now have a connection to your campus that we hope will become even stronger in the years to come. We will keep you informed about our work and encourage you to share with us what you learn from your efforts to bolster Latino success in higher education.

Together we can answer this country’s human capital needs by accelerating Latino student success in higher education. We look forward to working with you in the future through the Examples of Excelencia initiative and in serving this generation of Latino college students.

 Sinceramente, 
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Sarita E. Brown


President

CC:  Anita Cortez, Administrative Director, Developing Scholars Program
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