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Education

Doctoral student, Social/Personality Psychology, Kansas State Univ., Manhattan, KS  


▪ Anticipated graduation date: Spring/Summer 2011
M.A.
, Cognitive and Social Processes, Ball State Univ., Muncie, IN; July 2006

▪ Master’s Thesis: Finding Security in the Face of Death: Does Implicit Activation of Attachment Schemas Moderate Mortality Salience Effects?
Chair: Dr. Tom Holtgraves, Department of Psychological Science

B.A., Psychology & French, North Central College, Naperville, IL; March 2003

Research Interests

One of the few human truths is that most—if not all—people want to feel subjectively in control of and be happy with their lives; but, diverse conflicts arise. One major source of conflict comes just from being around other people. Why do human beings apparently have trouble getting along with each other? A simple, but partial, answer is: we hold conflicting beliefs (worldviews) about the reality of our world, and we react more harshly toward those who hold opposing worldviews. For example, I have examined the specific realistic worldview conflicts between liberals and conservatives (which help explain why both groups are prejudiced toward different groups of people) as well as how existential fears strengthen the relationship between heterosexual men’s support for traditional gender roles and reports of sexual prejudice. I have also explored why certain people always want to impress their own worldviews onto others “for the greater good” of society (an individual difference variable we term “social vigilantism”) and how this may adversely affect social interactions. Lastly, I have begun to study how we may try to gain a sense of control or happiness when presented with realistic or existential anxieties by examining individual differences in the use of superstition and fantasy. 

Graduate Research Experience

▪ Doctoral Level, Kansas State University, August 2006 – present 
Dr. Donald A. Saucier, Adviser

Please see statement of current research interests above.
Consortium Research Fellow, Army Research Institute, Fort Leavenworth, KS

(www.consortium-research-fellows.org/)
July 2010 – Present

▪ Investigating leadership competencies of Brigade Commanders for the School for Command Preparation; success of influence strategies used by Soldiers and Officers cross-culturally; development of an other-attribution style instrument for military leaders.
Research Assistantship, The IDEA Center (www.theideacenter.org)                       February 2008 – June 2010
▪ Investigated higher education evaluative research questions (student ratings of instructors; faculty ratings of Chair and Administrator performance).

Research Assistantship, Office of Educational Innovation and Evaluation (www.ksu.edu/oeie), August 2006 – January 2008
▪ Evaluated diverse educational programs, e.g., NSF-funded ADVANCE: IT program (designed to recruit and retain women/minorities in science, engineering, and math); explored post-secondary institutional funding and performance for Kansas schools (funded by the Kansas Board of Regents).
▪ Masters Level, Ball State University, August 2004 – August 2006

Research Assistantship, Department of Psychological Science, August 2004-July 2006

Dr. Bernard Whitley & Dr. Tom Holtgraves, Advisers
Peer-Reviewed Publications 
Webster, R. J., & Saucier, D. A. (in press). I believe I can fly: Re-Examining individual differences in imaginative involvement. Imagination, Cognition, and Personality.

Webster, R. J., & Saucier, D. A. (2011). The effects of death reminders on sex differences in prejudice toward gay men and lesbians. Journal of Homosexuality, 58(3), 402-426.
Grover, K. S., Miller, C. T., Solomon, S., Webster, R. J., & Saucier, D. A. (2010). Mortality salience and perceptions of people with AIDS: Understanding the role of prejudice. Basic and Applied Social Psychology, 32, 315-327. doi: 10.1080/01973533.2010.519252
Saucier, D. A., & Webster, R. J. (2010). Social vigilantism: Measuring individual differences in belief superiority and resistance to persuasion. Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 36, 19-32. doi: 10.1177/0146167209346170
Webster, R. J., Saucier, D. A., & Harris, R. J. (2010). Before the measurement of prejudice: Early psychological and sociological papers on prejudice. Journal of the History of the Behavioral Sciences, 46, 300-313. doi: 10.1002/jhbs.20442
Book Chapters
Webster, R. J., Saucier, D. A., & Parks, G. S. (2011). New bottle, same old wine: The GOP and race in the age of Obama. In G. S. Parks & M. Hughey (Eds.), The Obamas and a (Post) Racial America (pp. 266-284). New York: Oxford University Press. doi: 0199735204
Manuscripts Submitted for Publication 
*Burns, M., Webster, R. J., & Saucier, D. A. (2010). The effects of rejecting false feedback on mood and prejudice toward ingroups and outgroups. Manuscript under review, Journal of Experimental Social Psychology.
*Fluke, S., Webster, R. J., & Saucier, D. A. (2010). The validation of a new belief in superstition scale. Manuscript revised and resubmitted, Journal of Individual Differences. 

Webster, R. J., Benton, S. L., Woller, M., & Middendorf, J. (2011). Disciplinary distinctions of academic department chair priorities. Manuscript submitted for publication, Research in Higher Education.
Manuscripts Under Revision or In Preparation 

Carlstrom, A. H., Howard, K. A. S., Webster, R. J., Gillis, S., & Solberg, V. S. The structure of WIP work values: Components, clusters, and dimensions. Manuscript in preparation.
McManus, J., Webster, R. J., Smith, S., & Saucier, D. A. The effects of vicarious media contact on prejudice toward minorities. Manuscript in preparation.

Saucier, D. A., Webster, R. J., & Hoffman, B. H. The effects of social vigilantism on the use of strategies to resist persuasion. Manuscript under revision.
Webster, R. J., Fluke, S., & Saucier, D. A. The effects of mortality and uncertainty salience on belief in superstition. Manuscript in preparation.
Webster, R. J., Whitley, B. E., Jr., & Saucier, D. A. The development and validation of an Attitudes Toward Christian Fundamentalist Scale. Manuscript under revision.
Webster, R. J., & Saucier, D. A. From Hobbits to Harry Potter: A psychological perspective on fantasy. Manuscript under revision.
Webster, R. J., & Saucier, D. A. Revisiting the effects of social dominance orientation and right-wing authoritarianism on prejudice. Manuscript under revision.
Webster, R. J., & Saucier, D. A. Spanning the political divide: Why are liberals and conservatives explicitly prejudiced toward different groups? Manuscript under revision.
Webster, R. J., & Saucier, D. A. Social vigilantism as a predictor of political persuasion and affiliation. Manuscript under revision.
Webster, R. J., & Wolters, H. M. It isn’t really all about me: Delineating other- and self-attributional styles. (In preparation)
*Indicates undergrad co-author

Ad-Hoc Reviewer

   Personality and Individual Differences (2010)
Technical/Research Reports 
Webster, R. J., & Benton, S. L. (2010). Replication of Technical Report 12 tables for 2009 IDEA student ratings data. Manhattan, KS: The IDEA Center.
Benton, S. L., & Webster, R. J. (2010). Report on comparisons of online vs. paper delivery 

of IDEA student ratings of instruction. Manhattan, KS: The IDEA Center.
Benton, S. L., & Webster, R. J., Pallett, B., & Gross, A. (2010). Report on the analysis of IDEA student ratings in online versus traditional courses. Manhattan, KS: The IDEA Center.
Benton, S. L., & Webster, R. J. (2009). Report on analysis of IDEA feedback for Administrators’ data. Manhattan, KS: The IDEA Center.
Benton, S. L., & Webster, R. J. (2009). Report on analysis of IDEA feedback for Deans’ data. Manhattan, KS: The IDEA Center.

Benton, S. L., Middendorf, J., & Webster, R. J. (2008). Data analysis of The IDEA Center faculty perceptions of Department Head/Chair Survey. Manhattan, KS: The IDEA Center. 
Benton, S. L., Pallett, B., Gross, A., & Webster, R. J. (2008). Revision of the IDEA Center feedback for department chair system. Manhattan, KS: The IDEA Center.
National and Regional Conference Presentations (Chronological)

Benton, S. L., & Webster, R. J. (accepted). Student ratings of instruction in online versus face-to-face courses. Paper to be presented at the annual conference of the American Educational Research Association, New Orleans, LA.
*Burns, M., Webster, R. J., & Saucier, D. A. (2011). The effects of rejecting false feedback on mood and prejudice toward ingroups and outgroups. Poster presented at the annual conference of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, San Antonio, TX.

*Fluke, S. F., Webster, R. J., & Saucier, D. A. (2011). Re-examining the form and function of superstition. Poster presented at the annual conference of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, San Antonio, TX.
Miller, S. S., Webster, R. J., & Saucier, D. A. (2011). Spanning the Political Divide: Why Are Liberals and Conservatives Prejudiced Toward Different Groups? Poster presented at the annual conference of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, San Antonio, TX.

Webster, R. J., & Saucier, D. A. (2011). Flying without wings: Re-examining individual differences in imaginative involvement. Poster presented at the annual conference of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, San Antonio, TX.

Webster, R. J., Benton, S. L., & Gross, A. (2010, May). Online versus paper survey delivery of college student ratings of instruction. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Educational Research Association, Denver, CO.
Webster, R. J., Benton, S. L., Woller, M., & Middendorf, J. (2010, May). Disciplinary distinctions of academic department chair and faculty ratings. Poster presented at the annual meeting of the American Educational Research Association, Denver, CO.

*Burns, M., Webster, R. J., & Saucier, D. A. (2010, Jan.). Revisiting the effects of political orientation on prejudice toward minority groups. Poster presented at the annual conference of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, Las Vegas, NV. 
*Fluke, S., Webster, R. J., *McElhaney, L., & Saucier, D. A. (2010, Jan.). Cross your fingers: The effects of pessimism and locus of control on belief in superstition. Poster presented at the annual conference of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, Las Vegas, NV.
*McElhaney, L., Webster, R. J., *Fluke, S., & Saucier, D. A. (2010, Jan.). I believe I can fly: Personality predictors of engagement in fantasy narratives. Poster presented at the annual conference of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, Las Vegas, NV.
Benton, S. L., Webster, R. J., Pallett, B., & Gross, A. (2009, Nov.). Dean behaviors and personal characteristics related to performance of essential responsibilities. Poster presented at the Association for Academic Deans and the Phi Beta Kappa Society Biennial Conference, Alexandria, VA.
Webster, R. J., *Burns, M., *Pickering, M., & Saucier, D. A. (2009, May). Justification and suppression factors mediate the relationship between political orientation and prejudice. Poster presented at the annual conference for the Association for Psychological Science, San Francisco, CA.

Middendorf, J., Benton, S. L., Webster, R. J., & Gross, A. (2009, March). Faculty perceptions of their department chairperson's effectiveness. Paper presented at the annual conference of the American Educational Research Association, San Diego, CA.
Benton, S. L., Middendorf, J., & Webster, R. J. (2009, Feb.). Using faculty ratings to provide formative feedback about the chair’s effectiveness. Paper presented at the annual Academic Chairperson’s Conference, Orlando, FL. 
*McElhaney, L., Webster, R. J., *Pickering, M., *Burns, M., Daugherty, J. R., & Saucier, D. A. (2009, Feb.). Near and far: How does thinking about ingroup and outgroup members’ deaths at home and afar affect terror management responses? Poster presented at the annual conference of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, Tampa, FL.
*Pickering, M., *Burns, M., Webster, R. J., *McElhaney, L., & Saucier, D. A. (2009, Feb.). Red and Blue: Does motivation to control prejudice mediate the relationship between political orientation and prejudice? Poster presented at the annual conference of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, Tampa, FL.


Webster, R. J., & Saucier, D. A. (2009, Feb.). Gender role beliefs mediate increased sex differences in sexual prejudice following mortality salience. Poster presented at the annual conference of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, Tampa, FL.
Whitley, B. E., Jr., Webster, R. J., & Deviyanti. (2009, Feb.). The relationship between fundamentalism and quest as religious orientations. Poster to be presented at the annual conference of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, Tampa, FL.
Webster, R. J., & Saucier, D. A. (2008, May). Revisiting the effects of social dominance orientation and right-wing authoritarianism on prejudice. Poster presented at the annual meeting of the Association for Psychological Science, Chicago, IL.
Webster, R. J., & Saucier, D. A. (2008, May). Testing the dimensionality of social dominance orientation and right-wing authoritarianism. Poster presented at the annual meeting of the Midwestern Psychological Association, Chicago, IL.

Webster, R. J., & Saucier, D. A. (2008, Jan.). Terror management theory and sexual prejudice: The effects of mortality salience on heterosexuals’ attitudes toward lesbians and gay men. Poster presented at the annual meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, Albuquerque, NM. [1st place winner of graduate student poster award]
Webster, R. J., Holtgraves, T. M., & Carr, F. (2007, May). The effects of priming honesty on self-report measures. Poster presented at the annual meeting of the Midwestern Psychological Association, Chicago, IL.
Webster, R. J., & Whitley, B. E., Jr., & Miller, K. A. (2007, May). Adult attachment style and prejudice: A structural equation modeling approach. Poster presented at the annual meeting of the Midwestern Psychological Association, Chicago, IL.
Hockett, J. M., McManus, J., Webster, R. J., Noble, K. A., & Saucier, D.A. (2007, Jan.). Predictors of attitudes toward race-relevant legislation. Poster presented at the annual meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, Memphis, TN.

Webster, R. J., Whitley, B. E., Jr., & Miller, K. A. (2006, May). Adult attachment style and prejudice. Poster presented at the annual meeting of the Midwestern Psychological Association, Chicago, IL.
Whitley, B. E., Jr., & Webster, R. J. (2006, May). Liberalism, conservatism, and prejudice. Poster presented at the annual meeting of the American Psychological Society, NYC.

Whitley, B. E., Jr., & Webster, R. J. (2006, March). Development of an attitudes toward Christian fundamentalists scale. Poster presented at the annual meeting of the Eastern Psychological Association, Baltimore, MD.
Webster, R. J. & Coon, H. (2004, January). Social dominance orientation, right-wing authoritarianism, and gender as predictors of heterosexuals’ attitudes toward homosexuality, Blacks, and Arabs. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, Austin, TX.
Webster, R. J. (2003, March). The relationship between attitudes toward homosexuality and social dominance orientation, the authoritarian personality, and personal-trait and collective self-esteem. Poster presented at the annual National Conference for Undergraduate Research, Salt Lake City, UT.

*Indicates undergrad co- author.
Selected University and College Symposium Presentations (Chronological)

Webster, R. J. (2007, Nov.). The ‘Great Escape’: Subjugating death through fantasy. Social and Personality Psychology Roundtable, Department of Psychology, Kansas State University.

Webster, R. J. (2003, May). Personality predictors of heterosexuals’ attitudes toward homosexuality, Blacks, and Arabs. Paper presented at the Annual Rall Symposium, North Central College, Naperville, IL.

Abraham, R., Migely, K., Wallon, K., & Webster, R. J. (2002, May). The inversion effect and face recognition. Paper presented at the Annual Rall Symposium, North Central College, Naperville, IL.
Research in Progress (Alphabetical)

*Hedrick, A., Webster, R. J., & Saucier, D. A. The effects of sexist ads and mortality salience on body image and anti-fat attitudes. (Data analysis)
Webster, R. J., & Saucier, D.A. Individual differences in the belief in the myth of pure evil. (In preparation)

Webster, R. J., & Saucier, D.A. The ‘Great Escape’: Subjugating existential fears  through fantasy. (Data collection)
Webster, R. J. & Saucier, D. A. Personality, mentoring style, or research interests: Which is most important in predicting the quality of graduate student  and advisor relationships? (In preparation)

Webster, R. J., & Saucier, D. A. The effects of mortality salience, gender role violations, and masculinity threats on sexual prejudice. (In preparation)
Webster, R. J., & Saucier, D. A. The effects of social vigilantism on compromise. (Data collection)
Webster, R. J., Saucier, D. A., & Cain, M. A. Under Control? The moderating roles of physiological and psychological indicators of self-control on health behaviors following mortality salience. (In preparation)
*Indicates undergrad co-author

Extramural Funding

Co-PI. The Interactive Effects of Mortality Salience and Gender Role Threats on Sexual Prejudice. (2008). Submitted for the APF Wayne F. Placek Grant (Total direct costs of $55,000). Donald A. Saucier, Principal Investigator. (Not Funded)
Teaching Experience

▪ Instructor, General Psychology, Spring 2010 (Mean Teaching Effectiveness: 4.1/5.0)
▪ Participated in Department of Psychology’s Teaching Apprenticeship Program (2009-10)


-Fall Semester: Complete Principles of College Teaching course (College of Education)


-Spring Semester: Complete Teaching Practicum course (Dept. of Psychology)
▪ Development of complete course materials for a Psychology of Evil (undergraduate or graduate) seminar for preliminary doctoral exam
▪ Guest lecturer, Advanced Social Psychology (Dr. Donald Saucier), September 2009

▪ Guest lecturer, Advanced Social Psychology (Ms. Natalie Brown), May 2008

▪ Guest lecturer, Psychology of Prejudice and Discrimination (Dr. Bernie Whitley), Oct. 2005

▪ Guest lecturer, Theories of Personality (Dr. Tom Holtgraves), Sept. 2005
Undergraduates Mentored in Research Training

▪ Emily Krauser, Fall 2005-Spring 2006 (Completed M.A. in Philanthropic Studies at IUPUI)
▪ Ben Vandewalle, Fall 2005 (Pursuing studies in Counseling Psychology, Ball State U.)
▪ Kristin Noble, Spring 2007-Fall 2007 (Pursuing Ed.S. at U. of Kansas)
▪ Eric Davis, Spring 2007-Fall 2007 
▪ Leschia McElhaney, Fall 2007-Spring 2009

▪ Margot Pickering, Fall 2007-Spring 2009 (Attending Law School at U. of Kansas)
▪ Mason Burns, Spring 2008-Spring 2010 (Applying to graduate school in social psychology)

- Co-recipient of the 2009 Doreen Shanteau Undergraduate Research Fellowship Award

- Winner, E.J. Phares Psychology Undergraduate of the Year Award
▪ Jared Gray, Fall 2008-Spring 2009 (Pursuing Ph.D. in psychology at Western Carolina U.)
▪ Scott Fluke, Spring 2009-Spring 2010 (Pursuing Ph.D. in school psychology at UNL)

- Co-recipient of the 2009 Doreen Shanteau Undergraduate Research Fellowship Award

- Finalist, Peterson Undergraduate Researcher of the Year Award

▪ Amanda Hedrick, Fall 2009-Spring 2010 (Applying to graduate school, area undecided)

▪ Eric Hafner, Fall 2010-Spring 2010 (Applying to graduate school in positive psychology)
▪ Jennifer Cooper, Spring 2010
Academic Scholarships & Grants
▪ Flint Hills Human Rights Project Praxis Academic Scholarship ($500), September 2009
▪ Kansas State University Graduate Student Council Travel Grant ($150), September 2009
▪ Kansas State University Department of Psychology Travel Grant ($250), March 2009

▪ Kansas State University Graduate Student Council Travel Grant ($100), February 2009

▪ Kansas State University Graduate Student Council Travel Grant ($120), September 2008

▪ Midwestern Psychological Association (MPA) 2008 Diversity Fund Travel Award ($100)

▪ Kansas State University Department of Psychology Travel Grant ($300), April 2007

▪ Kansas State University Graduate Student Council Travel Grant ($120), March 2007

▪ Society for Personality and Social Psychology (SPSP) 2008 Diversity Fund Award ($500)

▪ Kansas State University Department of Psychology Travel Grant ($300), December 2007

▪ Kansas State University Graduate Student Council Travel Grant ($130), October 2007
▪ Kansas State University Department of Psychology Travel Grant ($350), March 2006

▪ Kansas State University Graduate Student Council Travel Grant ($130), March 2006

▪ Ball State University Department of Psychological Science Travel Grant ($75), May 2006

▪ Ball State University Travel Grant ($50), May 2006

▪ Richter Fellowship Travel Grant ($896), March 2003

▪ North Central College Honor’s Scholarship, 1998-2002
▪ Hruby Endowed Scholarship, 2000-2002
Honors and Awards
▪ Society for Personality and Social Psychology 2008 Graduate Student Poster Award (1st place)
▪ Dean’s (graduate school) citation for academic excellence in recognition of the achievement of a perfect academic record (GPA of 4.0) in pursuit of M.A., July 2006
▪ Commendation for “Outstanding” Performance in Assistantship Duties, February 2006

▪ Inducted into Psi Chi, April 2005

▪ Commendation for Performance in Assistantship Duties, February 2005

▪ President’s List for Outstanding Academic Achievement, Winter 2000; Fall 2000; Spring 2001; Fall 2002
Service

▪ President, GAPS (Graduate Association of Psychology Students), 2008-09 academic year

▪ Invited by Chair of Psychology Department to participate on graduate student panel in Freshman Psychology Seminar, Fall 2008

▪ GAPS Committee Chairperson, The Transition to an Online Participant Management System, Fall 2008
▪ 2008 and 2009 APSSC (Association of Psychological Science Student Caucus) RiSE-UP Grant Competition Reviewer
▪ APSSC Representative for Kansas State University, 2007-10 academic years
▪ Chair of GAPS Graduate Mentoring Program, 2007-08 academic year

▪ Invited by Dean of graduate school to participate on graduate student panel for incoming graduate students, March 2006

▪ Graduate student representative on Ball State University’s Research Committee (Internal Faculty/Student Grant Reviewer), 2005-06 academic year

▪ Participated in Psi Chi graduate student panels for undergraduate majors, September 2004 & April 2005
Professional Memberships

▪ Association for Psychological Science
▪ American Educational Research Association 


▪ Society for Personality and Social Psychology
References
Donald A. Saucier, Ph.D.
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