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D. Conclusions
All of the assessments of Student Learning Objectives indicate that graduate students in our program are either meeting or exceeding the SLO standards. These assessments have generally been stable or trended higher. Assessments of preliminary examination performances were stable over time, rather than increasing, which is likely due to the increasing diversity and challenging nature of this examination over the current time period. Ph.D. level graduates tend to higher assessment ratings than those at the Master’s level, which is probably due to both graduate students growth over time and a “ceiling effect” as Ph.D. students are at the culmination of their academic educational career.
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