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Message from the Director:  Dear students, Welcome to the PILOTS Program and to Kansas State University.  We hope that you have acclimated to college life and that your courses are going well. The PILOTS staff is here to assist you and watch you take off and soar in your personal and academic growth. We encourage you to meet our staff, let us get to know you, and take advantage of our academic support services. Work hard, try your best, maintain your personal values, and use the resources available to you in PILOTS.  We hope to see many of you receive recognition awards for your academic achievement, leadership, involvement in the community as well as making progress on your studies.  May this be the beginning of a successful year for all of  you.





Director—Rebeca Paz – � HYPERLINK "mailto:rpaz@ksu.edu" ��rpaz@ksu.edu� – Holton 101 – 532-6492


Rebeca Paz has worked with PILOTS since the fall of 1999 as an advisor and was promoted to Director this fall. Rebeca, a native of Bolivia, first came to this country as an American Field Service student. She likes to spend time with her husband and two daughters- values traveling and learning about other cultures.  She wishes for every PILOTS student to have the opportunity to study abroad. Rebeca also feels very strongly about the importance of casting your vote in every election- and hopes that every PILOTS student will make their voice heard this November at the polls.





Advisor—Michelle Newman – � HYPERLINK "mailto:mab3993@ksu.edu" ��mab3993@ksu.edu� – Holton 101 – 532-6492


Hi, I am Michelle Newman. This is my fifth year working with the PILOTS Program and I have loved every minute of it. On a personal note, I am married and have 2 step-children. I grew up in Iowa and moved to Kansas after graduation in 1989. I got my bachelors degree from Washburn University in Topeka, and my masters degree in English here at K-State, where I taught Expository Writing for two years. From there, I became a part of the PILOTS program.   What I want all PILOTS students to know is that I really care about you as individuals and students.  I like to personally hear how things are going, how you are feeling, if you are going to the football game over the weekend, if you are not getting along with your roommate, or if you just need to vent or celebrate. I wish every one of you the success that comes with being a PILOTS student. 





Advisor—Jonathan Berhow – � HYPERLINK "mailto:jeb6644@ksu.edu" ��jeb6644@ksu.edu� – Holton 101 – 532-6492


I love art, dogs, goats, raw fish, Romica Puceanu and beer—-not necessarily in that order. I’m an anarcho-collectivist and humanist. My one religious experience was being in the crowd when The Dubliners played Trafalgar Square on St. Paddy's Day. My favorite superhero is the mother of Emmett Till, Mamie Till Bradley. I've been a "soldier" in Germany, a cabbie in Houston, an outhouse builder in Paraguay and am a graduate of Bob's Roadside College for the Criminally Negligent. My goal is to see, learn and experience as much as I can before I'm worm food. I miss Prague, Ciudad Acuña and all the people who were ever my friend. As a PILOTS Advisor, I work for you. This is your education:  Drive it like you own it!





Lab Coordinator—Melissa Glaser- � HYPERLINK "mailto:msg@ksu.edu" ��msg@ksu.edu� – Bluemont 116 – 532-6403


My experiences at Kansas State began in 1996. Since then, I have participated in KSU Choir, traveled to Mexico and Spain, taught elementary school in Kansas City Kansas, worked in a number of restaurants, survived three car wrecks, volunteered for Big Brothers Big Sisters, completed a graduate degree in English, taught courses in children's literature and Expository Writing, and run a half-marathon with my best friend, Katie. I love avocados, Calvin & Hobbes comics, sunshine, working with college students, and my cat Indy.  My immediate family (who I also love) consists of my mom (Linda), my dad (Don), and my two sisters (Sarah and Deon). I am here to answer questions, to listen, and to help make your time at K-State an excellent experience. I sincerely care about your success!


Staff  introductions continued on page 2























Trivial Pursuits


This issue’s trivia is all about word origins!  All of these interesting words are related to fear.  As you will no doubt notice, each word has some etymological connection to the Greek word for fear


 (“-phobia” which means “fear”).


Staurophobia—Fear of crosses and crucifixes.  So when you watch a Vampire movie, you can impress your friends.  Along with the previous, Alliumphobia--Irrational fear of garlic.


Kakorrhaphiophobia—Fear of failure.  As in the famous quote, “All we have to fear is fear itself.”


Arachibutyrophobia—Fear of having peanut butter stuck on the roof of your mouth.


Didaskaleinophobia—Fear of school, I am sure none of your suffer from this ailment. Along with this, 


Arithmophobia –Fear of numbers.


Hippopotomonstrosesquippedaliophobia—perhaps the funniest, most interesting word on the list.  It is the fear of big words.  Try and use any of these in a casual conversation.











As most of you know, the election season is upon us!  In an effort to initiate you into an integral part of U.S. citizenship, we will have all major newspapers in the Bluemont study lab.  In addition, we will offer extra credit points for watching and responding to each of the presidential debates.


	If you happened to miss any of the debates, you can go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.hulu.com" ��www.hulu.com� and watch them for free. To earn 10 points extra credit, watch one of the presidential (or vice-presidential) debates. Choose one specific issue that both candidates address and write a brief response (about 250 words). Turn this response into the tray on Melissa’s desk (do not email them). Please keep in mind that the final due date for this extra credit is November 4th - election day!


	Furthermore, we stress each and every one of you to register and vote on election day.  Being able to vote is one of the most important qualities of citizenship in the United States and to vote means accepting the responsibility of trying to make our country better.





Get to Know Your PILOTS Staff





Dear students:  Welcome to the PILOTS Program and to Kansas State University.  We hope that you have acclimated to college life and that your courses are going well. The PILOTS staff is here to assist you and watch you take off and soar in your personal and academic growth. We encourage you to meet our staff, let us get to know you, and take advantage of our academic support services. Work hard, try your best, maintain your personal values, and use the resources available to you in PILOTS.  We hope to see many of you receive recognition awards for your academic achievement, leadership, involvement in the community as well as making progress on  your studies.  May this be the beginning of a successful year for all of you.








PILOTS HIGHLIGHTS











PILOTS Meritorious Performance Award
































 








 








Election Information




















Two paramount considerations for any student award stand out in my mind: the student’s efforts toward being proactively invested in their education and the ego collateral that might accrue from the recognition. Taking responsibility for one’s own education is supposed to be the cornerstone of school beyond the mandate of K-12.


As said by their nominators:  





Daniel Ashdown


Daniel is a dedicated worker in class. Being non-traditional has actually made him a better student instead of creating anxiety.  He knows what he wants and has the work ethic of a soldier.  Coming to school did not drive that out of him.





Steven Sykes


Sykes, more so than any other PILOTS student with whom I have had the fortune to interact, actively seeks out educational opportunities beyond his assigned curriculum. Toward this end, he acts upon the advice of his grandfather who instructed Sykes to take advantage of and be open to every educational opportunity at university regardless of whether or not it fit his world view or past experiences. 























Enrollment Reminders





1.  You must immediately meet with your PILOTS advisor (either Jonathan or Michelle).  To do this you MUST make an appointment!  Do so by going to Holton 101. 





2.  Get a curriculum guide and a purple PILOTS Pre-enrollment form.  The only way to get these much needed forms is during your PILOTS Advisor meeting.





3.  Make an Appointment with your Academic Advisor.  Watch out: Appointment slots fill-up quickly!





4.  During your meeting with your Academic Advisor you will fill out the Pre-enrollment form.





5.  Bring your completed form back to your PILOTS Advisor.  You do not need to make another appointment, just drop it off at the front desk if your advisor isn’t in.





6.  Make sure all holds are lifted.  You can do this by checking  your ISIS account. 





7.  Come to Bluemont 116 to enroll for the spring semester (you will be given a scheduled time in your second meeting with your PILOTS advisor).





Continued PILOTS Introductions





Asst. Lab Coordinator—Jim Blevins


I am 23 years old, from Georgia, and I have a voracious appetite for learning.  I graduated from Berea College (in Kentucky) with a Bachelor’s in English Literature and I am now ¾’s of a year away from having a Master’s degree in the same field.  In my off time I read, learn big words, learn languages, hang out with my fiance (Emilie) and our dog (Beaugart), whom I teach the big words too.  As some of you have noticed, I have a keen interest in vocabulary; I believe that developing a wide lexicon is one of the key factors to actualizing our intellectual prowess.  I am here to help you all become better students and I hope you all will find your own interests in academia.  So when you see me in the lab feel free to come over and show me what you know or what you are working on.     
































