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What are the “Meritorious Performance Awards”?


A few times each semester, the PILOTS team recognizes a select number of PILOTS students. These students deserve special recognition for their hard work, successful class performance, positive attitude, determination to succeed, and many other factors. 





New MPA Winners:





Brian Aumiller is a hard-working, easygoing student. He is a shy and reserved person, but he is a very outgoing student; he is passionate about getting an education. He goes out of his way to help other people in need. If there is another student that is struggling with a math problem, Brian will help them as he also tries to help himself. He is positive, motivated, and determined to getting his bachelors degree. He works hard as he goes to school on top of trying to provide for his family. He refuses to let his age be a barrier for him getting an education because he has been out of school a number of years. Brian is motivated and determined to succeed.





Marquis Jackson is a very hard-working student. He is the first to attend college in his family. He is the oldest of his siblings, and he feels that it is necessary to teach them about college and be a good example for them. Marquis is overcoming adversity by graduating high school and coming to college. Although Marquis is in a new environment and far away from home, he is not letting his circumstances deter him. He is taking all the right steps to be a successful student here at K-State. He is a huge ball of motivation for others!





Reyna Lay definitely deserves this award. She is a married student with kids and she is former military. She is clearly a student who is striving to improve herself, but she is also a student who has her family in mind. Reyna wants to succeed for them. She and her family are still moving around because her husband is active military, and it is a great challenge for her to put her mind on getting an education.  Reyna is a hard worker who has praised the PILOTS program for helping her succeed so far, and she is an overall great person!





Azsha Thompson is an instantly likeable person. People feel good in her presence. Why? Because she has in abundance one of the most important characteristics for doing well in life: the attribute of attitude. A good, happy, positive attitude that makes people want to be around her. What student wouldn’t want to be working with Azsha on a group assignment? What professor wouldn’t want such an enthusiastic learner in their class? What employer wouldn’t want to hire such an exuberant graduate? This is the sort of quality that will take Azsha, and folks who share this trait, far. If you are a student who doesn’t yet have enough positive attitude, make sure you get to know Azsha so some of hers can rub off on you.





1. GO TO CLASS!! 2. Get enough sleep. 3. Try new things. 4. Keep school as your top priority (and don’t party too much). 5. Learn how to use the library. 6. Take notes in class and review/re-write them right away. 7. Find your own learning style. 8. Study during the day – especially between classes. 9. Find others to study with. 10. Avoid procrastination. 11. Get to know your instructors and ask them questions – the more you learn, the more questions you should ask. 12. Find old exams to study from. 13. Attend the career fair and look for internships. 14. Look for a job on campus – and do what you love to do. 15. Use a planner and stick to your schedule. 16. Take time to relax and enjoy the entire college experience.  17. Take time to learn who you are (not who others want you to be). 18. Be flexible and welcome change. 19. Stand up for what you believe in, even if you have to stand alone. 20. Get to know people who are different than you – you’ll be surprised how much you have in common. 21. Don’t be afraid to ask for help. 22. Be aware of deadlines – don’t let them sneak up on you. 23. Don’t cram – it can increase stress. 24. When taking a test, trust your first instinct and don’t second-guess yourself – you’re probably right.  25. When reading a textbook, highlight and underline key ideas. 26. Don’t panic. Come up with a plan and follow it. 27. Take breaks when studying. 28. Cherish all the new people you meet in college. 29. If you’re not happy with what you’re doing or the path you’re on, DO SOMETHING about it! 30. Keep to-do lists and know when things are due. 31. Make sure all your teachers know your name. 32. Study ahead of time, not just the night before a test. 33. Read test questions carefully. When you’re done, go back and re-read questions. 34. When taking a test, slow down and breathe. 35. Sign up for PA time long before the day before the exam, and complete the study guide BEFORE working with a PA.      36. Talk with your PILOTS advisor. 37. From Walt Disney, quoted in Meet the Robinsons: “Keep Moving Forward!” 38. Buy medicine before you’re sick. 39. Figure out when you concentrate best and study then. 40. DO WHAT YOU LOVE - BE HAPPY!! (





Join the PILOTS 


Facebook Group!





Search for “PILOTS – Kansas State.”


(Be sure you search under “groups.”)





Read about the PAs


View photos of PILOTS events


Meet fellow PILOTS students


Check out links to websites











Do you ever wish you could read your instructor’s mind? We have the inside scoop for you right here…





Test-Taking Tips:


“Read each question very carefully, and pay special detail to any bold or italicized words. Also, feel free to write notes to yourself in the margins of the tests!” –Anna Beck, public speaking


“Students should NOT study within 60-90 minutes of a math exam. Studying right before an exam causes lots of isolated ideas to ‘bounce around’ in one's head - hardly conducive for productive thought. Relax, take a walk outdoors, clear your mind. In this way when you begin the exam you will be acting instinctively, and what comes to your mind first will, very likely, be correct.” –Dale Hawkinson, mathematics





What Not to Do in Class:


“A ‘pet-peeve’ that I have in class is when the students begin to clean up and pack their stuff away before class is over! Sometimes students start to put their stuff away with 10 minutes left to go—I am going to use all our class time, and putting things away early is distracting to other students.” –Anna Beck, public speaking


“I probably would say anything that will distract students from concentrating and participating in class is bad.  But I think the important thing is doing what are supposed to do and they should be ok.” –Mark Chu, psychology





Words of Wisdom:


“[Do] not be afraid to ask questions! If you have a question, someone else probably has the same question! Keep asking questions.” –Anna Beck, public speaking


“Always notify the instructor if you will be absent. “Even if you are sick, send an e-mail, leave a voice-mail, something!” –Jo Foy, mathematics


“The best strategy is to make full use of your PILOTS assets. Work with your University Experience leaders. Ask them to review how you are taking notes in class and tell you how you can improve.  Go to the lab and work with the Peer Assistants every chance you get. Take the study guides I provide to the lab and have the tutors help you with them. And, as I have often stressed, do not miss class. Take notes and do the readings. If you do all of these things, your grade will improve.” –Charles Sanders, history


“Previewing and reviewing the textbook is probably the first priority to get a good grade, in my opinion.” –Mark Chu, psychology





























Do you ever think “If only I had known…”? Now you can read what last year’s PILOTS students learned about studying and taking tests! (Many thanks to Mark Chu for sharing this valuable student feedback.) Read on…








Meritorious Performance Awards





Dear students:  Welcome to the PILOTS Program and to Kansas State University.  We hope that you have acclimated to college life and that your courses are going well. The PILOTS staff is here to assist you and watch you take off and soar in your personal and academic growth. We encourage you to meet our staff, let us get to know you, and take advantage of our academic support services. Work hard, try your best, maintain your personal values, and use the resources available to you in PILOTS.  We hope to see many of you receive recognition awards for your academic achievement, leadership, involvement in the community as well as making progress on  your studies.  May this be the beginning of a successful year for all of you.








PILOTS HIGHLIGHTS








Are you interested in an early leadership opportunity? Are you looking for a way to contribute to the PILOTS community?
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Airwaves is seeking current PILOTS students who are interested in:





WRITING, ART, DESIGN, PHOTOGRAPHY, INTERVIEWS, AND HAVE OTHER IDEAS FOR CONTRIBUTING TO THE PILOTS NEWSLETTER, AIRWAVES.








Interested?


Contact Melissa!





msg@ksu.edu


Bluemont 116














WANTED:


Student Contributions 


for Airwaves!

















 








 








INSIDE THE MINDS OF PILOTS INSTRUCTORS – TIPS FOR SUCCESS





Top 40 Tips for Success – from Peer Assistants & Writing Lab Teachers 
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STUDY STRATEGIES – FROM FORMER PILOTS STUDENTS








(Many thanks to Mark Chu for sharing these study tips from last year’s students!)





“I stud[ied] my slides and notes a little bit every day as well as going to the PILOTS lab.”


“I started studying a week and a half before the test. I did the study guide and studied it and the power point slides. 


“I know what made me more comfortable about the test was having the study guide. If I am able to have the test questions and find the answers then studying can be more calm.” 


“I just reviewed the study guide repeatedly. It took me NUMEROUS hours to complete the study guide, so I am sure that helped me as well.” 


“I used notecards and quizzed myself over those. [Doing that] worked really well.” 


“I just made a study guide, and remembered all of the main points! I also just remembered what was on the power points you show, I am more of a visual learner so I tend to remember things I see better!” 


“Basically, I just started studying early. I went through the slides that were given and began quizzing myself. I got to the point where I could recite all of my notes without having to look at them. I also learned that reading the book is very important. I went through it a couple of times but I didn't take the time just to read and understand. Obviously to get a higher grade next time, I will study the book better.” 


“I felt that one way that helped me study for the test was definitely the study guides… Going through the study guide and writing out the answers and turning them in helped too. It forced me to go through the whole study guide and not leave anything out…I knew I had to go in depth. Lastly, I just found that going over the questions over and over and writing the answers down a lot helped me remember more.” �























