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Public Speaking – Monday, Dec. 14 @ 7:30am 


**Location: to be announced – not in regular classroom!**





Sociology – Wednesday, Dec. 16 @ 11:50am





Intermediate Algebra – Monday, Dec. 14 @ 11:50am 





History – Monday, Dec. 14 @ 9:40am





Psychology – Friday, Dec. 18 @ 4:10pm





Other non-PILOTS classes – 


Ask your instructor or see the final exam schedule at:


http://courses.k-state.edu/fall2009/information/xam.htm

















Meritorious Performance Award Winners:





Alex Anderson is attentive and ready to learn in class. She works very hard with other group members. She takes instructor's comments and integrates them into her work. If there is something that is unclear, she is sure to ask about it. Alex always comes to class and is prepared for that day. She is a good example of hard work and going the extra mile.


--Anna Beck, public speaking instructor





I recommend Megan Ekedahl because she is always in class ready to learn, works well with her University Experience advisor and as a result of her hard work [performs exceptionally well] in the class.


--Chuck Sanders, history instructor





Ricco Hall clearly spends a great deal of time out of class dealing with the issues that are discussed, and he constantly moves the class forward with his questions, comments, and interest.  Excelling in exams and written work, Ricco has demonstrated his ability to both learn and critically apply the information presented.  He strives to push himself out of the "comfort zone" with additional outside readings and ongoing discussions, and always seems ready to rise to whatever challenges are placed before him.


--Andrea Button, sociology instructor  





Chris Johnson is always ready to learn, and he learns actively.  From his participation in class, it is easy to tell that he is not only learning, but also trying to apply what he has learned.  He is always very engaging and enthusiastic.  As an instructor, I must say it is a pleasure experience to have students like him.


�--Mark Chu, psychology instructor





In my mind, Meritorious Performance is more than just academic achievement. In this respect, Kalene Lozick has the edge as she not only does her own work well, but is always ready and willing to help others in the class. She has a great attitude toward learning, and service to others.


--Dale Hawkinson, math instructor





Blake Paden is always ready to ask a question to clarify instruction so that he is sure that he understands the activity and/or the assignment.  He also is dedicated to working well during class time.  He's always ready to share and answer questions in large group; he fully participates in small group; and he quietly and diligently works on his own when allowed independent work time during class.  Blake shows up early for class with his homework ready, and he has an excellent attendance record. His focus and hard work have helped him succeed in his writing.


--Cindy Debes, English instructor





My entire English 100 class began the semester with energy and intellectual curiosity - prepared for class with questions and comments - and continued to develop their ideas in their written work. Our writing community flourished because of their hard work, positive attitudes, and willingness to learn, and each student surely deserves to be recognized for a semester very well done. It has been a pleasure working with these students!


--Anna Goins Dodder, English instructor








How to Calculate your GPA


 


Let's say that you took 12 hours, and received one A, two B's and a C.  Your GPA will be calculated as follows:


 


Points: A=4  B=3  C=2  D=1  F=0


 


Class 1      2 credit hrs x 4 (A) = 8 pts


Class 2      3 credit hrs x 3 (B) = 9 pts Class 3      4 credit hrs x 3 (B) = 12 pts


Class 4      3 credit hrs x 2 (C) = 6 pts





Total credit hours = 12 


Total points = 35





Total points (35) divided by total credit hours (12) =


semester GPA (2.92)


 


Your grade point average is harder to improve if it becomes low, so keep building and maintaining good grades!














ONLINE GPA CALCULATOR:


www.back2college.com/gpa.htm





Work with PAs in the PILOTS study lab...


more than once before the test!





Find out (ahead of time!) what type of exam your instructor will give: multiple choice, essay, problem solving, or a combination of the above. Ask your instructor what material will be covered and the time limit of the exam. Keep in mind that some final exams are comprehensive – they cover material for the entire semester. 


 


Be sure you read all the material to be 


covered on the exam and have all lecture notes ready to review. Use old exams to review. Schedule study time. 


 


As you read and learn information, recite what you learn. Put ideas in your own words to help you understand concepts. Think about what you are learning and explain the concepts to other people.


 


Chunk or group several items together in short-term memory and rehearse them together as one chunk (e.g.:  the seven colors of the rainbow: ROYGBIV).


 


Use associations. Connect what you


want to remember with something you 


already know. Use mnemonics to help you remember new ideas. Form mental images of items that you are trying to remember. 


 

















PILOTS HIGHLIGHTS








Review ALL notes thoroughly. Pay special attention to concepts that the instructor emphasizes. 





Prepare summary sheets to study from in order to eliminate re-reading the entire textbook. 


 


Review for objective tests (like multiple choice) by focusing on detail and memorizing facts such as names, dates, formulas and definitions. Know a little bit about A LOT.


 


Review for essay tests by focusing on major concepts, principles, theories and relationships. Know A LOT about a little.


 


Try to predict questions and practice answering them. For essay questions, write the answers down. 


 


For problem-solving tests (like math), work examples of each type of problem. Work them from memory until you get stuck. Then, study your example problems and begin working them again from memory from the beginning. Do this until you are able to work the entire problem without referring to your notes. 


 


Study in groups, but only if peers have read the material and attended class. You won't gain as much if your study group members are not prepared for the exam. 


 








PILOTS Meritorious Performance Award 


Nominees


    

















Tips for Surviving Final Exams


Preparing for and Taking Exams











Alexandria Anderson


Sid Arguello


Brian Aumiller





Alex Anderson


Brian Aumiller


Lenndy Batista


Samantha Cook


Megan Ekedahl


Liz Gray


Ricco Hall


Jenny Hauser


Mary Jackson


Chris Johnson


Reyna Lay


Thuy Le


Kalene Lozick


Elyse McBride


Blake Paden


Morgan Rose


Melissa Slater

















Want to learn more about study skills?





Check out this website!





www.coun.uvic.ca/learning








Check out these guides: “Beating the Exam” &


“If Only I Had Known…”





(In the PILOTS lab


on the table by the door)











Multiple Choice Exam Hints





Don’t second-guess yourself. Your first answer is probably the correct one. Avoid changing answers unless you have a good reason.





If there is an “all of the above” option, chances are high that is the answer. If you know that more than one answer is correct, there is a very good chance the correct final answer is “all of the above.”





“None of the above” is usually wrong. Sometimes, instructors run out of ideas for wrong answers.





You can often rule out answers that contain generalization terms, like “always” or “never.” 





Answers that contain words like “usually” or “mostly” are more likely to be correct.





Don’t worry about patterns. If you answer B to four questions in a row, you might be right.





If you have to guess, rule out obviously wrong answers and don’t be afraid to ask the instructor for clarification.





More often than not, the correct answer is B or C. This isn’t always true, of course, but when writing exams, instructors are likely to select one of these answers.











