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Congratulations to the following PILOTS students who received honors last semester for earning high grades: 





President’s Honor Roll (4.0 GPA):


Samantha Cook 	   Megan Ekedahl 	   Reyna Lay 


Thuy Le 		   Amber Munoz 	   Katie Reitan





Dean’s Honor Roll (3.75-3.99):


Connie Fitzpatrick 	   Jenny Hauser	 


Natasha Peterson 	   Candace Reyes	   





PILOTS Honor Roll (3.50-3.74):


Caitlin Anderson 	   Brian Aumiller 	   Lenndy Batista 	


Billi Batson 		   Connie Beck 	   Ricco Hall		


Paige Hampton 	   Kalene Lozick	   Christa Martinez 	


Roxanna Montes 	   Gabe O’Shea 	   Angeline Ramirez 	


Caylin Shankweiler 	   Jonathan Wirtz 	   





40 PILOTS students received a GPA between 3.0 – 3.49. Keep up the great work!








TALENT SHOW!





Do you have a talent? 


Start planning to be in the PILOTS Talent Show to be held this spring! You can perform, emcee, display artwork, etc.





Want to work behind the scenes? Talk to Melissa! 





THE BASICS:


You earn points for the letter grades you earn. 


A = 4points B = 3points, C = 2points, D = 1point, F = 0points


The number of points you earn is for every credit hour you take. So, if you take a 3 credit-hour class and earn a B, you earn 9 points. (B = 3, multiplied by 3 credits, equals 9 points).


To figure your cumulative GPA (entire college GPA), you’ll need to add up the points for every class you’ve taken.


To figure your semester GPA, you’ll just need to add up the points for the classes you took that semester.


Once you have the points added up, divide by the number of credit hours…and that’s your GPA. (For semester GPA, add up that semester’s credit hours; for cumulative GPA, add up all credit hours you’ve taken.) 


If you earned an F in a class, you’ll earn 0 points, but you must include the credit hours for that class in your calculations – that’s why failing a class hurts your GPA so much.


 -	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-


FOR EXAMPLE:


A student took 4 classes (13 hours) and received two Bs, a C, and an F.  





Class 1      B (4 points) x 2 credit hours = 8 points


Class 2      C (2 points) x 3 credit hours = 9 points 


Class 3      B (3 points) x 4 credit hours = 12 points


Class 4      F (0 points) x 3 credit hours = 0 points





Total credit hours = 12 


Total points = 29


Total points (29) divided by total credit hours (13) = GPA of 2.23


-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-


Your GPA is also available on iSIS.





Honor Roll – Fall 2009





Dear students:  Welcome to the PILOTS Program and to Kansas State University.  We hope that you have acclimated to college life and that your courses are going well. The PILOTS staff is here to assist you and watch you take off and soar in your personal and academic growth. We encourage you to meet our staff, let us get to know you, and take advantage of our academic support services. Work hard, try your best, maintain your personal values, and use the resources available to you in PILOTS.  We hope to see many of you receive recognition awards for your academic achievement, leadership, involvement in the community as well as making progress on  your studies.  May this be the beginning of a successful year for all of you.








PILOTS HIGHLIGHTS





IMPORTANT DATES





Monday, Jan. 18:


Martin Luther King, Jr. 


Holiday. Check your email for information about special events throughout the week!





Wednesday, Jan. 20:


Last day to add a class without instructor permission





Wednesday, Feb. 3:


Last day to drop a class with 100% refund





Wednesday, Feb. 10:


Last day to drop a class with 50% refund





Thursday, Feb. 18:


Last day to drop a class without a “W” 





Late February:


PILOTS scholarship applications available!


Check email & see your PILOTS advisor.























 








 








How to Calculate Your GPA





THIS ISSUE’S TIP FOR SUCCESS





Form strong relationships with:


Instructors – Contribute to class discussions and spend time talking to instructors outside of class (especially during office hours). These are the people who can not only answer your questions but also write letters of recommendation for you when you apply for scholarships, jobs, internships, graduate school, etc. Even if you earn an A in their classes, they won’t be able to write much if they don’t know you! 





PILOTS Advisors - Drop in to see your PILOTS advisor regularly. Sure, they can help you with enrollment…but that’s not all! Advisors are here to help you figure out how to set, refine, and/or achieve your goals; how you can apply for scholarships and financial aid; how you can apply for jobs and internships; how you can balance academics with work, social life, personal responsibilities, and campus involvement; and simply talk about the ups and downs of college life. Just like instructors, they can write better letters of recommendation if they know you.





Peer Assistants – The Peer Assistants are not called “tutors” for a reason! They are also here to offer you a student perspective on college life by sharing their own experiences and knowledge. Moreover, while they are able to help you better understand course material, they also want you to contribute what you know – which makes PA hours more like productive group study sessions. If you’re thinking of applying to be a PA next year, get to know the PAs! I ask them for their recommendations when making hiring decisions.

















5 Vocabulary Words to Impress Your Teachers,


Improve Your Writing, and Build your Knowledge





ambiguous: unclear or doubtful


After conducting research and listening to many points of view, his position on the issue is no longer ambiguous.





catalyst: something or someone who pushes for change


As someone who is always striving for the best, she is a catalyst for the improving the community.





efficacy: effectiveness


Students who attend class, listen actively, and study often demonstrate efficacy when they do well on exams.





pedantic: describes a person who shows off his/her knowledge


His bragging and pedantic nature makes others feel annoyed.





sagacious: knowledgeable and wise


Her enthusiasm for learning, along with hard work and dedication to her studies, helped her become a sagacious person.





For excellent definitions of any word, consult the Oxford English Dictionary (known as “the OED”), one of the best dictionaries available. You can access it by visiting the K-State Libraries page – just search under “O” in databases. 

















Inspirational Quotes





“Life’s most persistent and urgent question is, ‘What are you doing for others?’”


-Martin Luther King, Jr., activist and preacher





“The more you read, the more things you will know. The more that you learn, the more places you’ll go.”


-Dr. Seuss, writer & cartoonist





“Never give up, for that is just the place and time that the tide will turn.”


-Harriet Beecher Stowe, writer 





“We learn more by looking for the answer to a question and not finding it than we do from learning the answer itself.”


-Lloyd Alexander, writer





“Teachers open the door. You enter by yourself.”


-Chinese proverb





“Study while others are sleeping, work while others are loafing, prepare while others are playing, and dream while others are wishing.”


-William Arthur Ward, writer





“It’s not that I’m smart, it’s just that I stay with problems longer.”


-Albert Einstein, scientist





“Don’t compromise yourself. You are all you’ve got.”


-Janis Joplin, musician











