SOCIO 211- PILOTS

Spring 2010

Introduction to Sociology

Instructor: Andrea Button






Office: Waters 251











Office hours:  TTH 12:45-2:15, or by appointment

Email: aljones@ksu.edu  (best way to contact me)

Textbook:

Witt, John.  2009.  SOC, KSU custom edition.  New York:  McGraw-Hill.  ISBN 9780077361273.**
Available at: Claflin Books, 1814 Claflin Rd #140, Manhattan, KS, (785)776-3771, www.claflinbooks.com OR Varney’s Book Store, 623 N. Manhattan Ave or KSU Union, (785)539-0511, (800)362-1574, www.varneys.com
**Please note that you are required to purchase this version of the textbook and to bring it to class.  Tear-out activities are located in the back of the text and may be used from time to time for in-class assignments and/or participation points.

See John Witt’s blog at http://soc101.wordpress.com/
 

Course Description

Introduction to Sociology centers on the development, structure, and functioning of human groups; social and cultural patterns; and the principal social processes. This course provides participants with scientific tools to analyze the social world and their place in it.  Students study social facts; and they learn to apply, question, and challenge social facts, often debunking commonly held myths about society. 

This course is an introduction to sociology as a way of understanding, analyzing, and critically engaging the world around you.  Sociology is a systematic, scientific study of the patterns and processes of social life-the “world behind the world” composed of everyday interactions in the dimensions of race, gender, class, religion, politics, family, education, and the economy (to name only a *few*).

Goals

The goal of the course is to examine our social world with a scientific lens called the sociological imagination – a unique perspective that includes the person, groups made up of persons, and the entire stage that accounts for social life.  To use a common metaphor, we acknowledge the importance of trees but stress characteristics of the forest, which is, arguably, infinitely more complex and intriguing.  Indeed, as we will see, society is much more than the sum of its individual parts.  

Course Objectives:

· To distinguish between personal troubles and public issues (sociological imagination)

· To understand diversity and social interaction (social complexity)

· To learn how social position influences life outcomes (social inequality)

· To question and critique (critical thinking)

Course Expectations

Attendance: Welcome to college-where “free choice” is both a blessing and a curse!  I will not take attendance in this class, but tests will cover both lecture and textbook materials.  Lectures will include information not in the textbook, so attendance will prove beneficial to you. In addition, not attending class will result in missed in-class assignments, and will negatively affect your grade.  I will post each lecture outline on K-State Online -this outline will not include examples given in class during the lecture and discussion.

Class Participation: Discussion of the readings and lecture materials is both encouraged and expected.  Some of the best examples and insights come from students engaging difficult material through group and class discussion!

NOTE:  Discussion guidelines are posted on K-State Online-you will be held to these standards, so be familiar with them.

Course Requirements:

This course meets requirements for K-State’s University General Education (UGE) program.  This means that students participate in an active learning environment, engage in experiential assignments, and make connections with ideas and knowledge from other disciplines.  

In particular, 10% (as minimum) of the course evaluation is devoted to written assignment(s), through which the student receives feedback from the instructor with regard to critical thinking and communication skills.  Second, at least 10% of the course evaluation comes from an assignment in which the student actively participates in the social world.  Third, another 10% (minimum) of the assessment is based on the student’s active engagement in classroom and/or online discussion of social issues.  Throughout these assignments, students are given the opportunity to connect the sociological perspective to other ideas and disciplines.   

Assignments

Exams:  There will be four exams in this class, one of which is the final exam (not comprehensive).  Each exam will be worth 100 points (400 points total).  Make-ups for exams will only be given for University-approved absences, and will be an alternative (essay/short answer) format.

In-class assignments:  There will be 12 unannounced in-class assignments (short essays, pop quizzes, concept application, etc).  Ten (10) of these assignments will count toward your final grade in this class, a total of 100 points.  HINT: if attendance is poor, there will most likely be an assignment that day!  Make-ups for in-class assignments will only be given for University-approved absences.

Homework: There will be 10 homework assignments for this class, several of which will be over short essay/article assignments posted online.  These homework assignments will be worth 100 points.  Due dates are listed on lecture schedule. Further detail will be listed on K-State Online.

Paper:  One out-of-class paper assignment will be required, designed to “un-veil” the social world within which you live (20 points).  This will consist of a 2-part assignment that will include both a visual and written component.  Late work will not be accepted without a University-approved absence.  Specific details will be discussed in class, with guidelines posted on K-State Online.

Extra Credit:  There is no extra credit for this course.

Final grade:

Exams: 400 points
In-class assignments: 100 points

Homework assignments: 100 points
Out-of-class assignments: 20 points

Total points possible: 620

90-100% (558-620 points) = A

80-89% (496-557 points) = B

70-79% (434-495 points) = C

60-69% (372-433) = D

0-59% (less than 372 points) = F

Kansas State University Policies
Student Conduct.  The University will take disciplinary measures against any behavior that  disrupts or obstructs  teaching and/ or other classroom activities, as well as conduct that threatens or endangers the mental or physical health or safety of any person.  For more specific guidelines, please refer to the full Student Code of Conduct statement, as follows:  http://www.k-state.edu/osas/conductcode.htm

Honor Code.  Please write the KSU honor code on every written assignment, along with your signature; your assignment is counted as incomplete without this statement.  The KSU honor code states: (On my honor as a student, I have neither given nor received unauthorized aid on this academic work.(  Plagiarism and cheating are serious offenses and may be punished by failure on the exam, paper, or project; failure in the course; and/or expulsion from the University.  For more information, refer to the KSU Academic Dishonesty policy. http://www.k-state.edu/honor/.

Non-discrimination:  Kansas State University is committed to a policy of non-discrimination on the basis of race, sex, national origin, disability, religion, age, sexual orientation, or other non-merit reason, in admissions, educational programs or activities, and employment (including employment of disabled veterans and veterans of the Vietnam Era), all as required by applicable laws and regulations. Responsibility for coordination of compliance efforts and receipt of inquiries, including those concerning Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act, has been delegated to, Clyde Howard, Director of Affirmative Action, Kansas State University, 214 Anderson Hall, Manhattan, KS 66506-0124 (785-532-6220).

Also see university policies on affirmative action, sexual harassment, racial harassment, and other forms of discrimination.   http://www.k-state.edu/affact/Policies/index.htm
Class Policies:

Grades

I do not curve grades, and I do not “haggle” over grades.  You will receive the grade you have earned according to the above grading scale.

General Class conduct

Turn cell phones off during class.  Do not make or accept phone calls during class, or text message-this is a distraction to others, and irritates me.  I understand that laptops might be used for taking notes during class, and this is fine with me.  You may not, however, check email, surf the web, watch movies, play games, write movie scripts, chat, plan global disasters, start a new cult, or otherwise abuse this privilege.  Please do not disrespect your fellow students and ruin the learning environment for others.

Course Schedule (Chapters and dates subject to change)

1/14:  Chapter 1: The sociological perspective

Thurs: HOWDY!

1/19: Chapter 1/2


Tues: Outline 1


Thurs: Homework #1 due/ Outline 2

1/26: Chapter 2/3


Tues: Outline 2


Thurs: Outline 3

2/2: Chapter 3/4


Tues: Outline 3


Thurs: Guest Lecture

2/9: Chapter 4/5


Tues: Outline 3/4


Thurs: EXAM 1/Homework # 2 due
2/16: Chapter 5/6


Tues: Outline 4


Thurs: Homework # 3 due/ Outline 5

2/23: Chapter 6/10


Tues: Outline 5


Thurs: Homework # 4 due/ Outline 6

3/2: Chapter 10/12 

Tues: Outline6/7

Thurs: Outline 7

3/9: Chapter 12/13 


Tues: Outline 8


Thurs: EXAM 2/Homework # 5 due
3/16: SPRING BREAK

3/23: Chapter 11


Tues: Outline 9


Thurs: Homework # 6 due/ Outline 10

3/30: Chapter 11


Tues: 10


Thurs: Homework # 7 due/
4/6: Special Topic

Tues: 


Thurs:  

4/13: Special Topic


Tues:


Thurs: EXAM 3/ Homework # 8 due
4/20: Special Topic


Tues:

Thurs: Homework #9 due
4/27: Special Topic


Tues: 


Thurs: Homework # 10 due

5/4: Special Topic

Tues: 


Thurs: 

FINAL EXAM: TUES. MAY 11 at 9:40am

· Paper assignment due 

