Supplemental Syllabus: COMM 106

Instructor:  Anna Beck                                                         Sections: 18002, 18010

Office: East Stadium 124 A                                                 Email: annabeck@ksu.edu

Office Phone: (785) 532-6809

Office Hours: T/H 10:45-11:30 (MS 210), TH 11:30-1:00 (ES 124A),or by appointment.

Required Text: Goulden and Scheneck-Hamlin. (2010). Creating Speeches: A Decision- Making Approach, 3rd Edition.

Public Speaking 106 Workshop Workbook for Spring 2010

Public Speaking 106 Departmental Course Syllabus for Spring 2010
Attendance: During the semester I am allowing each student 3 unexcused absences from class, or “freebies.” These absences will not require any documentation and will have no negative effect on your grade, unless they occur on a quiz or speaking day. The student will still be responsible for any class work given or turned in on that day. I recommend using these “freebie” absences for illness or emergency only. Any absences beyond the 3 allotted will result in a grade penalty of 10 points per day missed and will require documentation in order to be excused. As a courtesy, if you know that you that you are going to be missing class, please contact me in advance. Please note that you will not be able to make-up quizzes or major speeches without proper documentation or your absence, regardless of what number absence it is.  However, you are allowed NO UNEXCUSED ABSENCES on speech days.  If you miss a speech day (even if you are not scheduled to speak that day) it will result in a drop from YOUR speech grade. I understand that extenuating circumstances do occur, such as illness, death, etc, and I will work with you on these, as long as proper documentation can be provided. Vacations or trips unaffiliated with school do not count as excused absences, so please plan accordingly to use those as your three free days.

If you must be late to class or leave early, please let me know before hand. If a speech is taking place, DO NOT enter the room until the speaker has finished. If a student has excessive tardies, I reserve the right to deduct points similar to absences. 
Late Work: Late work will only be accepted one class period after it was due. (Ex: If it was due on Tues., you may turn it in that Thurs. only). However, turning it in late will result in an automatic 50% deduction. If you know you will be missing class, please turn in work prior to the deadline. No excuse of technological failure will be considered (ex: my printer broke, my internet shut down, etc). Please refer to the departmental syllabus for policies regarding major graded speeches and quizzes. 

Grades: I will be happy to discuss with you any grade given at least 24 hours after you have received it. I will not discuss grades with you over the phone or through email, so if you have a question, come to my office hours or set up an appointment.

KSOL: K-State Online is a valuable tool, and we will be using it extensively in this class. Please become familiar with it, as you will be held accountable for what is posted. Also, check your email daily.

Honor System: Kansas State University has an Honor System based on personal integrity, which is presumed to be sufficient assurance that, in academic matters, one's work is performed honestly and without unauthorized assistance. Undergraduate and graduate students, by registration, acknowledge the jurisdiction of the Honor System. The policies and procedures of the Honor System apply to all full and part-time students enrolled in undergraduate and graduate courses on-campus, off-campus, and via distance learning. The honor system website can be reached via the following URL: www.ksu.edu/honor . A component vital to the Honor System is the inclusion of the Honor Pledge which applies to all assignments, examinations, or other course work undertaken by students. The Honor Pledge is implied, whether or not it is stated: "On my honor, as a student, I have neither given nor received unauthorized aid on this academic work." A grade of XF can result from a breach of academic honesty. The F indicates failure in the course; the X indicates the reason is an Honor Pledge violation.

*** If I suspect any violation of the Honor Code, I WILL report you. Dishonesty will NOT be tolerated.***

Civility Clause: All student activities in the University, including this course, are governed by the Student Judicial Conduct Code as outlined in the Student Governing Association By Laws, Article VI, Section 3, number 2. Students who engage in behavior that disrupts the learning environment may be asked to leave the class. 

Because of the nature of the class, it is very important that we respect one another’s time, space and efforts. In order to assure that, the following policies have been put in place:


-No laptops to be used during class time, unless previously given instructor permission.


-No cell phones, blackberries, or other texting devices allowed. If your phone makes any 
kind of noise (ringing, buzzing, an alarm, etc.) I reserve the right to answer it or 
confiscate it for the remainder of class.


-Our class time is not the time to work on other homework. Newspapers, novels, or other 
textbooks are not allowed.


-Stay awake. If you are sleeping, it may count as an absence, seeing as you are not 
mentally present.

-Respect everyone around you. The beautiful thing about a speech class is that you will have many different opinions and point of views presented. In selecting your speech topics, please keep your audience in mind. Coarse or crude language will not be allowed in your speech. Controversial “hot topics” (such as: abortion, same-gender marriage,  Greek life, etc.) will require permission from the instructor. You may not admit to a crime during a speech (this includes underage drinking!) or bring in any item that may be deemed inappropriate or dangerous. Always approve your topic with the instructor prior to giving the speech.


-Participate and have FUN!  You’ll enjoy it a lot more if you do.

I reserve the right to deduct points from your grade if any part of the civility clause is violated.

Pilots Lab Information:  I am in regular contact with the Pilots PAs and advisors. Please do not hesitate to go to one of them if you are in need of assistance. The three PILOTS PAs for this class are Aubrie Adams, Karen Wallace, and Josh Uecker. You will be required to meet and get approval from them before each major graded speech. Make sure to take your Workshop Workbook to those meetings. They are there to help! 

I look forward to a great semester! Don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions. 

