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ENGL 100: Expository Writing 1
Course Policy Statement

Carol Russell








Office: ECS 023

Phone: 532-0383






Email: iteach@ksu.edu
Office Hours:  T/U 1:30-3

Course Description

English 100 connects the examination of diverse communities and identities in the United States (defined broadly as differences in class, race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, and other factors like religion and geographical region) with the rhetorical concerns of writing for different audiences and purposes.  You will have opportunities to identify, describe, analyze, and research these issues. Additionally, you will develop your capability to write for specific purposes and audiences and gain experience in researching and writing in academic contexts.  Importantly, in order to communicate effectively, you need to be aware of how your audiences differ.  An awareness of differences in beliefs, values, and opinions will allow you to engage more effectively with your readers, especially in terms of the research you will   use as well as your style and tone.

Course Objectives

By the end of the course, you should be able to

1. Demonstrate critical thinking when examining and analyzing human difference.

2. Demonstrate competence in academic reading and writing strategies (note-taking, summarizing, and identifying main ideas) and reflect upon the writing process.

3. Analyze and respond to a wide range of texts, including advertisements, websites, informative essays, editorials, and speeches.

4. Produce focused papers that have a consistent purpose and significance.

5. Support your main points with well-chosen examples and evidence.

6. Conduct research for specific audiences, select and evaluate appropriate sources, and effectively integrate and cite these sources.

7. Guide your readers with appropriate organizational strategies and meet expectations of tone and style.

8. Demonstrate awareness of language choices and practice effective editing and proofreading strategies.

Textbook
Debes et al. Writing Communities & Identities. 6th ed. Plymouth, MI: Hayden McNeil, 2009.
Required Supplies

Several letter-size manila folders for keeping and handing in your work

Materials for taking notes in class

How To Submit Your Work

Put your name, my name, the name of the course, and the date on the top left of the first page. Double space between each entry:


John Student

Carol Russell

Personal Ethnography

October 3, 2009

All papers should be typed, double-spaced, using one-inch margins, on 8 ½” x 11” white paper. Make sure to number your pages and staple them together.

Put the paper, the grading rubric, all notes, drafts, and response forms in a manila folder with your name written on the tab. Do not use title pages. Do not submit your work in a report cover or colored folder with pockets.

Late Papers
Papers are due at the beginning of class on the date due. Late assignments will lose 10% for every calendar day that they are late. Papers more than a week late, from the day it is due, will not be accepted and will receive a zero.

Workshop Policy

Workshops, in which we read and comment on each other’s work, are an integral part of this course. As there will be at least one workshop for each paper you write, your participation is important. The workshops should also serve as a good way to motivate you to get an initial draft completed. Also, the very act of reading your classmates’ work will allow you to internalize the goals of the assignment. If you miss a workshop, or if you come unprepared, you will lose 50% of your workshop points. 
Revision Policy

I encourage you to revise two of your papers during the course of the semester. However, revisions do not automatically warrant higher grades. Revisions must demonstrate substantial improvement over previous drafts. That is, when you revise, you should not just correct editing errors, and you should not just answer my questions in the margins. Rather you should use my comments as a starting point for rethinking how you did the assignment and use the revision as a way to show that you have learned something which you can apply in new ways in new contexts.

All revisions must be accompanied by previous drafts and responses. When you hand in revisions, follow these guidelines:

· Highlight on the revision any additions you made to the previous draft.

· Mark and explain on the previous graded draft any changes made in the revision.

· Write a summarizing paragraph explaining how and why you revised the major elements of the previous draft, such as the focus, the organization, or the use of detail or evidence. You do not need to explain changes in editing and phrasing. 

Revisions are due twice within the semester: once before the midterm and again before the final evaluations.  Because of this, you should consider very carefully putting your best effort into the draft you choose to submit for a grade.

Attendance Policy
In a writing class, your attendance is necessary, not only because the class activities will help you draft your paper but because your own participation is helpful to other students and helps build a strong community of writers and readers.

However, I understand that from time to time, circumstances may make it impossible for you to attend class. If you must be absent for a good reason, contact me ahead of time or as soon as possible.

According to the attendance policy of the Expository Writing Program, if you are absent for more than nine class periods or the equivalent of three weeks of class, you may automatically fail the class. 

Grades & The Program Evaluation Papers (PEP)

Your grade will be determined by your performance on the Midterm and Final Program Evaluation Papers, major writing assignments, in-class and homework activities and assignments, and class participation. You need to complete all of the major writing assignments in order to pass the class.

During the midterm and the final periods, you will participate in the Program Evaluation Paper process. For the Midterm Program Evaluation, you will submit one paper that you wrote during the first eight weeks of class. For the final program evaluation you will submit a paper that you wrote during the final eight weeks of class.  The midterm and the final program evaluation papers are each worth 20%, meaning that they count for 40% of your overall semester grade. If you fail both the midterm and final Program Evaluation Papers, you will fail the course. Please see Writing Communities and Identities for a detailed explanation of the Program Evaluation Paper process.

The remaining 60% of your grade will be based on your other major writing assignments, as well as your homework, in-class activities, and participation. The following breaks down the main grade categories as well as their percentage weights. 

Midterm Program Evaluation Paper

20%

Final Program Evaluation Paper 

20%

Additional Major Writing Assignments
50%  (10% per paper)

Homework & Workshops


10%

At the end of the semester, your final grade will correspond to these following percentage ranges:

A
90-100

B
80-89

C
70-79

D
60-69

F
0-59

The Honor Code
Kansas State University has an Honor Code, which stipulates that all your academic work at the university should be done individually by you. All undergraduate and graduate students acknowledge the jurisdiction of the Honor System. Do not collaborate on any academic work unless specifically approved by your instructor. On all of your assignments, exams, and other course work, the following pledge is implied, whether or not it is explicitly stated: “On my honor, as a student, I have neither given nor received unauthorized aid on this academic work.”

Plagiarism is covered by the Honor Code. Complete copies of the academic dishonesty policy are available on the Honor System web page at www.ksu.edu/honor.

Students with Disabilities

If you need special accommodation in this course for a verified learning or physical disability, please contact Disability Support Services in Holton Hall, Room 202 (532-6441), so that they may assist both you and me in making those arrangements.

Schedule

I reserve the right to alter this schedule at any time this semester.

Due Dates



Description



  Reading  


	Thursday, January 14
	Introductory Writing

Bingo
	

	Workshop: Tue Feb 2

Due: Thurs, Feb 4

Conference: Tue, Feb 9
	Personal Ethnography:  Narrate a specific experience or memory that is relevant in illustrating your cultural identity.  Use descriptive strategies to vividly create impressions for your reader.


	Chapter 6: through page 213



	Workshop: Tue, Feb 23

Due: Thurs, Feb 25

Conference: Tue, Mar2
	Advertisement Analysis: Analyze how an ad’s content appeals to a particular audience.  Identify what might be offensive and explain changes necessary to improve its appeal.  Memo formatting will be used.  This paper may include outside sources.

	Chapter 3: through page 77



	Thursday, March 4
	 Revision #1
	

	Thursday March 11
	Mid-Term Evaluation 


	

	Workshop: Thurs, Mar 25

Due: Tue Mar 30

Conference: April 6
	Informative Writing:  Research an interesting topic that is significant and relevant to an audience connected to the K-State campus community. This paper must include outside sources.  


	Chapter 5: through page 172

	Workshop: April 15

Conference: upon request

Due: Thurs, April 20
	Strong Response: Use with and against the grain strategies to respond to a controversial article. This paper may include outside sources.
	Chapter 4: through page 118

	Workshop: Thurs, April 29

Conference: upon request

Due: Tue, May 4
	Reflection: You will write a letter to a future Expos 100 student.
	Chapter 7

	Thursday May 6th
	Final PEP and Revision #2


	


