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Introduction

Outmigration in rural Kansas:

Outmigration is a migratory movement that
frequently pulls young people from small rural
communities to large metropolitan or regional
cities. There are numerous social, environmental,
and economic factors contributing to young adult
outmigration.

Social: Rural place attachment — such as place
dependence and place identity. Having weak
social ties could influence outmigration.

' tal: Climate change and decreased
abi se factors make living in rural
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| Presence of Growth
Opportunities

Topic Parent Code Theme Quote
I love my hometown because I felt a sense of
ownership and belonging. Within my school, church,
and various groups, I got to know many people and
find out just how many people I am related to!
Everyone knows everyone and was involved
somehow in my life.
Family Rural 4
Social Rural Life/Values Social The rural community I was raised in does not
Community Network represent my morals in any way. The people in my
hometown, believed in last names rather than
individuality. What I mean by this, is that if one has a
parent or grandparent, with good standing in the
then they are i at a better
advantage for everything.
Aspirations
Community ‘There simply aren't enough people. My community
Impact grows smaller each year and the few existing
Community i ics are continuall 1o
Opportunities larger towns and cities.
Economic Impact  Presence of
Personal
Economic and I think that pay will be less competitive from the
Professional rural area I am from, and opportunities are very
Growth limited and will be very hard to eam. However, the
close proximity of family and the lower cost of living
may make the income more comparable and may
provide i that would i
No Influence cost (ex: childcare, cheaper groceries/rent)
Aesthetics
Environmentally I think a lot of things have
improved back home. The city council has put more
of an emphasis on parks and green spaces, though
urban sprawl has threatened that quite a bit with
endless new suburbs spreading out from the city and
) eating up old fields and farmland, I miss the dark
Environmental Water Perception  gkijes and stars from when [ was young. Many of the

Farming Practice of Resource

Ecological Issues Use

forests I used to roam as a kid have been torn down
for low-density housing and new farmland to replace
what was taken over.
Climate... lack of rain in the past two years have
seriously affected the wheat production that last year
it was cheaper for farmers to just let their ficlds go
than to harvest it
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Discussio Conclusions

Overall themes that emerged from the survey were rural
social networks, presence of personal and professional
growth, and perception of resource use.

Social Networks:

Split feelings of family, community, and rural life values,

with some respondents having strong connections, while

others did not.

Presence of Personal and Professional Growth:

Despite respondents noting a lack of jobs, economic

opportunities, and people in rural areas, these costs

could be outweighed by lower costs of living and being
close to family.

Perception of Resource Use:
~Some felt high concern for environmental issue
e pertaining to native ecosystems and agro '
il rs valued increased developn
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Limitations & Implications
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