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Learning Goals and Objectives for this Unit:

1. You, the student, will understand the history of hymns.
Standard Addressed: 9
2. You should be able to recognize where the melody is located in the piece and who is playing the melody.
Standard Addressed: 5, 6

3. Through composing a 16-measure hymn with the given cadences, you will understand types of cadences and progressions used in hymns. 
Standard Addressed: 2, 3, 4, 5, 9

4. You will understand the concept of steady eighth notes through various time changes throughout the piece.
Standard Addressed: 5

5. Notate the form given to you in your music.
Standard Addressed: 7

6. You will demonstrate your understanding of correct phrasing and breathing while performing a hymn through discovering and writing in the lyrics to Be Thou My Vision.
Standard Addressed: 1, 4, 5, 9

7. After finding a recording of a choir singing a hymn, you will demonstrate your understanding of the music through
a.  Write a brief explanation for each of the words you choose to represent the piece.
b. Finding a photographic representation of what you heard in the music.
Standard Addressed: 6, 7

8. After studying and becoming familiar with all of the terminology, you will demonstrate your understanding through defining musical terms.
Standard Addressed: 6, 9

9. You will prepare the material in the “Practice Guide” and be able to successfully complete a playing test. 
Standard Addressed: 5, 8

Composer Information


Dr. Jack Stamp has composed many pieces of music for bands across the United States. Read Dr. Stamp’s biography by visiting his publishing company’s website Kjos.com and type “Jack Stamp” in the search box. After reading his biography, answer the following questions.

1. Dr. Stamp is currently Professor of Music and Director of Band Studies at ____________________________________.

2. Dr. Stamp taught in public schools in the state of _____________________.
3. He is active as a guest conductor, clinician, _______________, and composer throughout North America and Great Britain.
4. He IS/IS NOT a contributing author to a book series. (circle one)
5. Five pieces that he has composed are:
1. _______________________________________

2. _______________________________________

3. _______________________________________

4. _______________________________________

5. _______________________________________
Composition


Be Thou My Vision is a traditional Christian hymn that is sung in English-speaking churches throughout the world. The tune to the hymn comes from an Irish folk tune Slane, a tale in which St. Patrick defies a pagan king on Easter Eve. Dallan Forgaill, a Christian Irish poet, placed the words to the popular tune in the 8th century. Dr. Stamp has taken this piece and created an updated version with dissonant chords and the passing of ideas.

Visit http://musicanet.org/robokopp/eire/bethoumy.htm and write the lyrics of the first stanza to the hymn where they should appear in the music. After you write in the lyrics, write in where breaths would be taken naturally while singing.
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Historical Context


Using the Internet as a resource, find the information listed below. 

1. The definition of a hymn.

(visit wikipedia.org and write the definition in your own words)

2. A list of three composers of hymns along with a piece each of them has composed.

(pick a search engine like Google)

3. Pick one hymn. With this one hymn, you must find

a. One recording of the hymn being sung.

b. One recording of the hymn being played on instruments.

(visit ClassicCat.net and also do a Google search OR go to the library and find a CD of the recordings)

We will study the history of Irish folk tunes (and compose your own!) in the Webquest.

Rhythm


Time changes & syncopations are present throughout the piece that may cause trouble for the ensemble. The examples below are taken directly from the music, but may not be from your instrument. Write in the correct counts for the measures above the notes. (The pulse of the 5/8 bar is 2+3.) We will discuss and rehearse these rhythms in class.
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Melody

1.Which of the following examples is the main melody of the piece?
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2. As discussed in class, who carries the melody beginning in measure 11? In what measure does this portion of the melody end?

3. Look at measure 68. Write in your part whether you have harmony or melody. Refer back to what you did in the Composition portion of this unit with breath marks, and write in your part appropriate places in which you should breathe.

Harmony


As mentioned in class, the accompaniments to the melody in this piece are full of suspensions. A suspension occurs in music when one note from a chord is held over into the next chord before being resolved. This often creates a feeling of tension in the music. Jack Stamp loves to use suspensions in his compositions, especially in his slower pieces. 
You have been given a page out of the score that includes all of the parts being played in the band. Please circle all of the suspensions you can find on this page. We will play around with the concept of suspensions in rehearsal.

Form


This piece contains many of the basic musical elements that we have discussed in class previously. Using what you’ve learned through in class discussion, describe each of the following musical terms. Next to these terms, you will notice numbers. These are the measures in which each of the elements are present. Mark these parts of the form in your part IN PENCIL. You will be graded on this.


Measure
Form

1 – 10
Introduction



________________________________________________



________________________________________________


11 – 26
Main Theme



________________________________________________



________________________________________________

27 – 34
Transition



________________________________________________



________________________________________________

35 – 46
Canon



________________________________________________



________________________________________________


Development



________________________________________________



________________________________________________

47 – 57
Transition



________________________________________________



________________________________________________

58 – 63
Theme Revisited



________________________________________________



________________________________________________

64 – 66
Transition



________________________________________________



________________________________________________

67 - 68
Modulation



________________________________________________



________________________________________________

68 – 83
Theme Revisited



________________________________________________



________________________________________________


Tutti



________________________________________________


84 – end
Coda



________________________________________________



________________________________________________
Interdisciplinary/Visual Examples


Listen to this online recording of the Irish folk music. Write down three words  you feel describe this music. After choosing your words, find THREE visual examples that help enhance your definition of the piece. Write a brief description that explains why you chose the picture and the word.

http://www.drake.edu/artsci/Music_Dept/recandpub/choir/music/thekerrydance.mp3
Here is an example:
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The word I choose to describe the music is complex. I chose this because of the rhythms and layering that are present in the musical excerpt. The canonical effect presents many layers in the music. This relates to Celtic knots because of the intricacy involved to make something as beautiful as both the knots and the music.

Glossary


You will need to familiarize yourself with the following words. You need to be able to correctly identify these words on a quiz. Knowledge of these words will also enhance your understanding of Chorale Prelude: Be Thou My Vision by Jack Stamp. Match the correct words to the definition given. 

A. Andante


E. Majestic

B. Canon


F. Suspensions

C. Folk music (Irish)

G. Syncopation

D. Hymn

___ 1. At a walking pace (76 – 108 bpm); in this piece the tempo is 85- 92 bpm

___ 2. Stress on a normally unstressed beat, or a missing beat where a stressed one would normally be expected.

___ 3. A song, usually religious, specifically written for the purpose of praise. Strong harmonic movement in I-IV-V-I pattern is common.

___ 4. “traditional music.” Music by and for the common people

___ 5. Created when one note from a chord is held over into the next chord before being resolved. This often causes a feeling of tension in the music.

___ 6. A melody with one or more imitations of the melody played after a given duration.

___ 7. Tempo marking with metronome at 90 bpm. Music should be played with a very broad and powerful sound and articulation. 

Practice Guide

There are a few things you can do in your practice time that will help make our rehearsal time much more efficient. Pick three (or more) of these activities to do each day!

1. Practice concert E-flat and concert B-flat scales using the following:

a. Styles

i. Legato

ii. Majestic

iii. Bell tones

b. Articulations

i. Staccato

ii. Tenuto

iii. Accented

2. Practice all sections highlighted in this Student Guide with a metronome.

3. Practice various Bach chorales (available in the bandroom)

4. Brass players: Work on arpeggios and lip slurs within concert E-flat and concert B-flat major.

Assessments

You will be graded on the following for this unit:

1. Successful completion of the Student Guide packet.

2. Successful completion of the Webquest.

3. Successful completion of all quizzes, playing tests and performance in rehearsal.

4. Successful completion of Comprehensive Unit Test (given to you by your teacher)
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