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How do you currently encourage critical thinking in your music classroom? (Ideas from the teachers in attendance)

1. I use rubrics (peer and self eval), think-alouds and wait time.  
2. Performance self-evaluations and evaluations of others performing.
3. Squilt
4. I have them determine the high point of the phrasing (where the music is moving).
5. I have my students compose small pieces using a piece we are performing as an example (i.e. a passacaglia, a menuet/trio, sonata allegro)
6. Asking students what it is that they like most about the music they listen to.
7. Comparing and contrasting different arrangements of pop songs.
8. Student recitals.
9. Students creating a rubric for assessing a performance.
10. Students assess themselves.  Students create a Kagen activity where they think/pair/share with “shoulder partners.”  (One plays, the other assesses.  They repeat with others.)
11. Partner discussions and concept evaluations.
12. Students create rhythms and put notes to it to create one-line singing exercises.  They combine their rhythms with others to create bigger exercises.
13. Ask them to rate their practice of a song in rehearsal.
14. We sing in Latin and use root word reading strategies to create translations. Reading for meaning, hidden meaning, theme, meter, etc.
15. Active listening activities during class.
16. Performance rubrics.
17. Identifying chord progressions and improvising a melody over the top of the progression.
18. Asking the students how the lesson could be applied with other subjects. 



















A slide from our presentation (that wasn’t in the handout):
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Sample H.S. Band Assessments (Designed by Travis Hale, Kansas State University):
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Here is a sample of a M.S. Band/Orchestra self-evaluation after a concert (google doc) (Designed by Jennifer Hawkins, Douglas County Schools, Colorado):
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Tell me your assessment of your performance last night. | played: *

better than usual (I made fewer mistakes, made more "music'’)
about the same as | usually play
worse than usual (I made more mistakes, made less "music")

| prepared for this concert: *
more than | usually do (I practiced a lot for this concert)
about the same as | usually do
less than | should have

Overall, | would rate my performance in band or orchestra at this concert as: *
The very best | am capable of; | never sounded better
very good
Good, but | could hve done better had | practiced more, etc.
Ok, | didn't embarrass myself or the group
| could have done a lot better
I really shouldn't have played at the concert
Please hide me under a rock...

What are my current strengths in band or orchestra? *

What are my current challenges in band or orchestra? *
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Looking at my challenges above, what are some strategies that | can use to overcome
these challenges? *

Yz

Rate yourself in the following areas we have focused on in class: *
Posture

| did not play at all
I need to improve
Good

Excellent

Keeping a steady tempo *
| did not play at all
| need to improve
Good
Excellent

Dynamics *
| did not play at all
I need to improve
Good
Excellent

Give a "Job Well Done" to one of the other groups that performed. *
Tell me the name of the group you are talking about in your answer.




image7.jpeg
Compare your behavior from the October concert to the December concert. Analyze
and evaluate your behavior during the concert. *

First and last name *

What class are you in? *
Symphonic Winds
7th/8th Orchestra

In your opinion, what do we need to work on as a band or orchestra for third quarter? *

Yz

Set a musical goal for 3rd quarter in band or orchestra for yourself. Think about what
you need to work on individually that you can achieve during 3rd quarter. Describe
your plan to achieve this goal. *
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Rehearsal Reflections

Complete a column for each rehearsal (M/W/F or T/Th)
Focus on areas that went well (improvements, surprises, etc...)

Focus on areas that need more attention (specific areas, tone,
technique, measures, rhythms, etc...)

Rehearsal #2

o 5 o

i

Rehearsal #1

Rehearsal #3

Critical Comments
About My

Performance

Revisions and
Practice Plans for
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Critical Comments
About Our
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Practice Plans for
the Whole
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Holiday Gala Self Evaluation Form
December 16, 2014

Please fill out completely and honestly.

* Required

What was your favorite piece on the concert last night and why did you like it? *

VZ

What was something you did really well on last night's concert? *

Yz

What was something you really messed up during last night's concert? *

Yz

Comments my parents/guardians/guests made about the concert. *
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