
K-State MPH Faculty Advisory Council Meeting Minutes 
Location: Mara Center – 4th Floor Trotter  

October 10 at 10:30 AM 
 

Ct Committee Member Emphasis In Attendance 

1 Ellyn Mulcahy MPH Director X 

 Stevenson, Barta MPH Staff Non Voting 

 Open MPH Student  

2 Hsu, Wei Wen Core Instructor X 

3 Larson, Robert Core Instructor X 

4 Sanderson, Michael Core Instructor  

5 Gragg, Sara FSB  

6 Kastner, Justin FSB X 

7 Nutsch, Abbey FSB X 

8 Cernicchiaro, Natalia IDZ  

9 Nguyen, Annelise Core Instructor + IDZ X 

10 Renter, David IDZ  

11 Hanson, Jennifer Core Instructor + PHN  

12 Rosenkranz, Ric PHN X 

13 Rosenkranz, Sara PHN Rosenkranz Proxy 

14 Irwin, Brandon PHPA  

15 Mailey, Emily PHPA X 

16 McElroy, Mary Core Instructor + PHPA  
 

Dr. Mulcahy called the meeting to order at 10:38 AM.  There was a quorum present.   
 

1. Approval of Minutes.  Minutes from the September 12, 2016 meeting were approved and 
will be posted as distributed.   
 

2. Program Director’s Report.  Dr. Mulcahy briefly reviewed the Director’s report (Attachment 
1.)  
 

3. Items of Business. The following items of business were reviewed and discussed as 
needed. 

 

o Final MPH Annual Progress Policy (Attachment 2) forwarded to Graduate School and is 
2016-17 MPH Graduate Handbook. 

o Course and Curriculum review for PHPA (Attachment 3).  The committee is unable to 
meeting on November 12 so another date and time will be chosen.  The MPH Program 
Office will send the course syllabi for that they have on file for the review. 

o Use of the CPH Exam (Certification in Public Health) (Attachment 4) as an alternative to 
the presentation and defense of the field experience; as an avenue to help students 
complete their MPH that have left the university.  After a brief discussion it was determined 
that more information needed to be collected about the process such as the role of the 
major professor and advisory committee, standard pass rate and retake process, how 
would the process work at K-State, etc. 

o MPH 840 Field Experience meeting (Attachment 5) scheduled for November 9 during the 
noon hour. 

o The MPH faculty application for was reviewed and accepted as a member of the MPH 
Graduate Faculty.  Majid Jaberi-Douraki, Assistant Professor, Institute of Computational 
Comparative Medicine and the Department of Mathematics (Attachment 6). 

 

4. Next Meeting:  The next scheduled meeting is November 14 in Union Rm 204.   
 

5. Adjourn:  The meeting was adjourned at 11:14 AM. 



Attachment 1 – MPH Director’s Report 
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1. MPH Program Statistics:  
 

a. MPH Graduates: total of 154 through Summer 2016, 5-year average of 21 per year 
(AY2012-2016) (KBOR standard is 5).  

b. Official enrollment: 73 in Fall 2016 (20th day), 5-year average of 74 (AY2013-2017, 
includes concurrent DVM/MPH students) (KBOR standard is 20).  

c. New Students: 21 for Fall 16 (16 degree students, 5 certificate students). 

d. Current students (progressing toward MPH degree): 104 

 Infectious Diseases/Zoonoses: 53  

 Public Health Nutrition: 14 

 Public Health Physical Activity: 12 

 Food Safety/Biosecurity: 7 

 Certificate 18 
 

2. Annual Report to CEPH is due December 16. MPH Program office is gathering data for the 
report. 

 
3. Routine programmatic assessment initiated September 16 for new students in the program 

and mid-cycle students. 
 
4. Field Experience information:  
 

Five year placements to date (AY 2012-2016):  104 with 44 different sites.  Continuing 
issues include agreements (must be reviewed by KSU Office of General Counsel and 
agency lawyers, and liability insurance for students. This has slowed the process of placing 
students at Fort Riley Public Health Command and governmental agencies.  Due to a 
Supreme Court ruling, state agencies cannot offer placements to students that are 
employed at KSU or have any type of assistantships due to “overtime” rule.   
 
a. Updating field experience procedure, documents for preceptor. 
b. MPH 840 Orientation scheduled for November 9 for students completing their field 

experience or planning a field experience. 
 

5. Public Health Engagement by Program Director.  
 
a. Kansas Public Health Systems Group 

b. Kansas Public Health Workforce Development Coordinating Council 

c. Kansas Academic Public health department group 

d. Riley County Public Health Department Strategic Planning committee 

 
6. MPH Grant proposals. 

 
a. KHF – 4 field experience placements 
b. USDA/NIFA - 6 MPH student stipends 
 



Attachment 2 – MPH Graduate Student Annual Progress Tracking  
and Report Policy 
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Graduate Student Annual Progress Tracking and Report Policy 
 
To assist students in progressing through the Master of Public Health (MPH) program in a timely 
manner the following tracking of graduate students is performed:  
 
1. The MPH Program Office prepares a Student Progress Chart by looking up students in KSIS 

on or before the 20th day of enrollment each fall to determine if the student is enrolled and 
the number of hours completed. The report is shared with the Graduate Faculty Advisory 
committee.  
 

2. If the student has completed the Program of Study (POS) within the first 12 months of MPH 
enrollment, the program considers that the student is on target and making adequate 
progress to complete the program in a timely manner. If the student has not completed the 
POS within the first 12 months the following communication is generated:  
a. An e-mail to the initial advisor to determine if the student has contacted them and is 

progressing in the program.  
b. An e-mail and/or phone call from the MPH Program Office to the student to determine 

the student’s status.  
c. The student will be invited to visit with the MPH Director to determine their status and 

encouraged to make adequate progress.  
 

3. If the student has completed the MPH Field Experience Form for enrollment in MPH 840 
Field Experience within the next 12 months, that is determined as adequate progress in the 
program. If the student is not ready for completing the Field Experience requirement after 
15-18 months in the program, the following communication is generated:  
a. An e-mail to the initial advisor or major professor (if they have completed the POS) is 

sent to determine if the student has contacted them and is progressing in the program.  
b. An e-mail and/or phone call from the MPH Program Office to the student to determine 

the student’s status.  
c. The student will be invited to visit with the MPH Director to determine their status and 

encouraged to make adequate progress.  
 
4. If a student is in the program longer than 36 months every effort will be made to help them 

progress on an individual basis or determine if their status needs to change from an active 
student to an inactive student. 
 
 



Attachment 3 – Course and Curriculum Review Schedule 
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MPH Course and Curriculum Review Schedule   

    
  

  Start Year (Academic Year) of term and length of term (number of years)   

Area of Emphasis 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025   

FSB 1 & 3 
  

2 3 
  

2 3 
  

2   

IDZ 2 3 
  

2 3 
  

2 3 
  

  

PHN 3 
 

3 
  

2 3 
  

2 3 
 

  

PHPA 2 
 

2 3 
  

2 3 
  

2 3   

 
            

  

FSB Rep Kastner 
           

  

FSB Rep Nutsch 
         

  

FSB Rep    
Kastner or 

Gragg        
  

FSB Rep     
3 

       
  

FSB Rep        
2 

    
  

FSB Rep         
3 

   
  

FSB Rep            
2   

  
            

  

IDZ Rep Larson 
          

  

IDZ Rep  
Sanderson 

        
  

IDZ Rep     
2yrs 

      
  

IDZ Rep      
3 

      
  

IDZ Rep         
2 

   
  

IDZ Rep          
3 

  
  

  
            

  

PHN Rep Rosenkranz 
         

  

PHN Rep   
Hanson 

       
  

PHN Rep      
2 yrs 

     
  

PHN Rep       
3 

     
  

PHN Rep          
2 

  
  

PHN Rep           
3 

 
  

  
            

  

PHPA Rep McElroy 
          

  

PHPA Rep   
Irwin 

        
  

PHPA Rep    
Mailey 

      
  

PHPA Rep       
2 

     
  

PHPA Rep        
3 

    
  

PHPA Rep           
2 

 
  

PHPA Rep            
3   

 
What part of curriculum to review:   

Core Course 720 701 802 708 720 701 802 708 720 701 802 708   

Core Course 818   754 818   754 818   754   

Core Course 
   

854 
   

854 
   

854   

All area specific 
requirements: 

FSB IDZ PHN PHPA FSB IDZ PHN PHPA FSB IDZ PHN PHPA 
  

 



Attachment 4 – Comprehensive Examination 
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1) Comprehensive Examination (CPH Exam) Draft 

a. Students are eligible to take the Certification in Public Health (CPH) Exam after 

completing 21 credits, which must include the core concept courses 

b. Students may repeat the test if a passing score is not obtained or undertake 

another MPH project option to meet the degree completion requirements 

c. Becoming a CPH professional provides a standard of knowledge and skills in 

public health; encourages life-long learning; adds credibility to the public health 

profession; increases public health awareness; fosters an environment of 

professional community. 

d. To maintain CPH status, CPH professionals are required to obtain and document 

50 hours of continuing education every two years 

e. The CPH Exam is offered three times a year  

i. 866-514-7569, email info@nbphe.org or http://www.publichealthexam.org 

ii. $385 

f. Requires documentation of exam result and oral/poster presentation to student 

group, conference attendees, faculty,  or MPH committee 

i. student group presentation requires documentation of  meeting 

announcement/flyer and student evaluations 

ii. conference presentation requires a copy of the abstract and/or scheduling 

showing participation 

iii. faculty or committee presentation requires signatures from 1-3 

faculty/committee members 

g. Oral/poster presentation can cover topics such as field experiences, current 

public health topics, application of a core competency, etc. 

h. Credit distribution  

 

mailto:info@nbphe.org
http://www.publichealthexam.org/


Attachment 5 – Field Experience Meeting 
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Attachment 6 – MPH Faculty Application 
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Attachment 6 – MPH Faculty Application 
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Attachment 6 – MPH Faculty Application 
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Attachment 6 – MPH Faculty Application 
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