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In attendance: Cates (MPH Director); Chengappa (DMP); Gadbury (STAT); Harms (KIN); 

Haub (HN); Odde (AS&I); Rush (CS); Spooner (BIOL); Stevenson (MPH office, non-
voting) 

 
Absent: LeHew (HMD) 
 
1. Call to Order.  Dr. Odde called the meeting to order at 10:33 AM.  There was a quorum 

present. 
 
2. Approval of Minutes.  The council approved the minutes from March 5, 2014 as 

distributed, and they will be posted to the MPH website and K-State Online. 
 

3. Old Business:  None 
 

4. New Business: 
 

a. Fall 2014 Program Update.  The council members briefly discussed the program 
update (Attachment 1), as presented by Dr. Cates.  Topics of discussion included 
recruiting efforts, the impact of accreditation on new admissions, and demographics 
of current students.  Dr. Cates told the group that he did not think our new 
accreditation status impacted fall admissions, but that it will probably help in the 
future.   
 

b. CEPH Accreditation and Interim Report.  Dr. Cates reminded the group that the 
interim report is due April 28, 2015 and needs to focus on the three specific items 
regarding the partially met criteria, as contained in the CEPH letter (Attachment 2).   

 
The council members discuss the three areas of CEPH concern: programmatic 
assessment, broadening and expanding the environmental health course, and 
course linkages to competencies.   
 
Dr. Cates clarified what had been discussed with faculty and the current plans to 
improve in these areas.  He provided the summative report from the Office of 
Educational Innovation and Evaluation (OEIE) (Attachment 3), which provided their 
analyses of the data systematically collected from students, graduates, employers 
and faculty since 2010.   
 
Dr. Cates told the council members that the instructors of MPH 806, Environmental 
Toxicology, currently plan to broaden and expand content of the course, without 
changing the course name or number of credit hours.  Dr. Cates has offered to solicit 
input from the CEPH staff when the instructors have a new syllabus showing the 
changes to content. 
 
The council members discussed programmatic efforts to improve linkages between 
courses and competencies.  Dr. Cates told of significant changes to the MPH 
program website, student handouts, student orientation, and the MPH Graduate 
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Student Handbook, to highlight and clarify those linkages to students and faculty.  He 
also discussed his comprehensive review of the course syllabi and subsequent 
discussion with faculty to improve documentation of expected learning outcomes, 
course goals or learning objectives in each syllabus.  Dr. Cates asked for department 
head encouragement for faculty to improve the clarity in each syllabus, starting with 
the MPH core and required courses.   

 
c. Programmatic Assessment.  Dr. Cates reiterated our current efforts to collect input 

from various stakeholders of the program, to be used toward programmatic 
assessment.  He reminded the group that, in the past, the assessment data has 
been shared with the MPH Board of Directors, the MPH Executive Council, the MPH 
Faculty Advisory Council, and the MPH Curriculum Committee in their decision 
making processes.  He has also used this information in the budgetary processes 
within the College of Veterinary Medicine, the operational home of the program.   
 
There was a brief discussion about advocacy of the interdisciplinary programs to 
senior administration.  Currently, Dean Richardson, as the head of the program’s 
academic home, has filled the role of advocate for our program. 
 

d. MPH Primary Faculty (Attachment 4).  Dr. Cates reminded the group that CEPH 
requires three individual primary faculty members for each emphasis area, and that 
each must be full time, with 50% FTE toward the program and with responsibility for 
teaching an MPH-related course. The council members briefly discussed the 
requirements and current openings and departmental activities to fill them. 

 
5. Future Meeting:  Spring 2015, TBD (sometime after Spring Break). The MPH Program 

Office will work with members and/or their staff to find the best date, preferably after 
Spring Break. 
 

6. Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 11:50 AM. 
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Attachment 4:  MPH Primary Faculty 
 

CEPH Criterion 1.7 regarding primary faculty requirements: 
 
Primary faculty are full-time university employees. Primary faculty spend a majority of time/effort (.50 
FTE or greater) on activities associated with the public health program. These activities must include 
regular responsibility for a public health class or classes. Research and service effort should be included 

in the FTE if the project impacts the public health program and its students. 
 


