Habitat Model for Species: Eastern Cottontall

Sylvilagus floridanus
Landcover Category

0 - Comments Habitat Restrictions
[#Reviewer]

02 - Oak-Hickory Forest
Fitch and Rainey, 1956
Choate, 1967

Rosenblatt et al., 1999

Janes, 1959

Trent and Rongstad, 1974

03 - Post Oak-Blackjack Oak Forest
Peitz et al., 1997

05 - Ash-Elm-Hackberry Floodplain Forest

Andersen and Fleharty, 1967

Choate and Fleharty, 1975

Choate, 1967

Phillips, 1936

Pitts et al., 1987
Janes, 1959

06 - Cottonwood Floodplain Forest
Lacki et al., 1991
Dalke and Sime, 1941

08 - Bur Oak Floodplain Woodland
Pitts et al., 1987

09 - Mixed Oak Ravine Woodland
Finck et al., 1986
Pitts et al., 1987

10 - Post Oak-Blackjack Oak Woodland
Peitz et al., 1997

Distribution Map ~ Habitat Map

Comments

Kaufman : Add Mitchell Co.

eastern cottontails most numerous in forest edge
habitat adjoining grassland or fields of small grain or
sweet clover

in this study, eastern cottontails present in all riparian
forests and woodlots (woodlots isolated in agricultural
matrix)

cottontails forage near woodland edges for grass and
herbs in spring and summer; in autumn and winter they
foraged in woods and along edges for bark of trees and
shrubs for fallen fruit

cottontails prefer riparian communities or edges of
these habitats

riparian community

eastern cottontails most numerous in forest edge
habitat adjoining grassland or fields of small grain or
sweet clover

normally inhabit thickets, wooded ravines, weedy places,
and other types of habitat with abundant cover

cottontail prefers thickets or dense brush

cottontails forage near woodland edges for grass and
herbs in spring and summer; in autumn and winter they
foraged in woods and along edges for bark of trees and
shrubs for fallen fruit

blackberry (Rubus) thickets provide cover and winter
food; sumac (Rhus) important winter food; common
rush (Juncus) made up 59% of winter observations; this
alliance is closest approximation that could be made
from CT study

cottontail prefers thickets or dense brush

cottontail prefers thickets or dense brush



11 - Cottonwood Floodplain Woodland

Andersen and Fleharty, 1967

Anderson and Nelson, 1958

Fleharty and Andersen, 1964
Whitmer, 1966

17 - Tallgrass Prairie
Finck et al., 1986

Blair, 1937
Terman, 1978

18 - Sand Prairie
Hill and Hibbard, 1943

20 - Western Wheatgrass Prairie

Deisch et al., 1990

22 - Mixed Prairie
Choate and Fleharty, 1975
Phillips, 1936

Choate, 1989
Lock, 1966

Smith, 1967

33 - Cattail Marsh

Fleharty and Andersen, 1964
Lacki et al., 1991

40 - Non-native Grassland
Chapman et al., 1980

Choate, 1967

Rose, 1989
Janes, 1959

cottontails used riparian areas and shelterbelts of
Russian olive (Elaeagnus angustifolia), red cedar
(Juniperus virginiana), and multiflora rose (Rosa
multiflora)

eastern cottontail shot in a thicket of streamside willow
(Salix spp.)

observed in brushy ravines and brush patches in prairie,
along limestone outcrops with bushes; probably
SUBOPTIMAL in tallgrass prairie where no brush
present

several eastern cottontails observed in wild plum
(Prunus) thickets on low, sandy terraces along
intermittent streams

brushy habitat in draws preferred

cottontails most abundant in undisturbed prairie and
least numerous in heavily overgrazed prairie; pellets
especially numerous near patches of short green forbs
surrounded by well-grassed areas

trapped occasionally
associated with 40-acre prairie dog town

cool-season grasses consumed across distribution
include Poa, Phleum, Dactylis, Elymus; alliance chosen
from general food habits described in Mammalian
Species account

eastern cottontails most numerous in forest edge
habitat adjoining these fields dominated by Bromus and
Setaria

cottontails forage near woodland edges for grass and
herbs in spring and summer; in autumn and winter they
foraged in woods and along edges for bark of trees and



44 - Cultivated Land
Choate, 1967

Trent and Rongstad, 1974

50 - Deciduous Forest-Mined Land
Fitch and Rainey, 1956
Briggs et al., 1983

55 - Deciduous Woodland
Fitch and Rainey, 1956
Choate, 1967
Rose, 1989
Whitmer, 1966

Janes, 1959

60 - Mixed Prairie-Disturbed Land
Andersen and Fleharty, 1967

Whitmer, 1966

71 - Weedy Upland
Choate and Fleharty, 1975

81 - Urban Areas
Choate and Fleharty, 1975
Pitts et al., 1987
VanDruff and Rowse, 1986
Trent and Rongstad, 1974

91 - Ozark Sandstone Glade / Prairie - not

mapped
Peitz et al., 1997

shrubs for fallen fruit

observed in fields of wheat, oats, or sweet clover;
eastern cottontails most numerous in forest edge
habitat adjoining these fields

rabbits used agricultural fields, but did not venture
>250-300 feet of the oak-hickory woodlot; crops were
corn, oats, or alfalfa

spoil banks were important features for cottontails,
rabbits used thickets of Japanese honeysuckle
(Lonicera japonica) and dogwood (Cornus spp.)

"other woodland" was - shelterbelts, farm plantings,
isolated ravine woodlands

cottontails forage near woodland edges for grass and
herbs in spring and summer; in autumn and winter they
foraged in woods and along edges for bark of trees and
shrubs for fallen fruit

many cottontails found in thickets of wild plum (Prunus
americana) and smooth sumac (Rhus glabra) which
occur in road ditches

roadside ditches with brush

cottontails common around buildings of Fort Riley

disturbed areas were storage area of metal tanks and
pipes and a pile of tree stumps and branches; these
retreats were used in winter when vegetative cover was
sparse and when snow cover occurred
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- Recorded presence No records

Recorded distnbution include specimen records and observations collected
during 1941-2000 from University of Kansas Museum of Natural History,
Sternberg Museum of Natural History, a large to mid-sized mammal survey
conducted by regional biologists and conservation officers from the Kansas
Department of Wildlife and Parks, and personal observations from

professional mammalogists.
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Habitats

Habitat Map



Eastern Cottontail

Oak-Hickory Forest - Cottonwood Floodplain Woodland Cultivated Land
Post-Oak-Blackjack Oak Forest - Tallgrass Prairie Deciduous Forest-Mined Land
Ash-Elm-Hackberry Floodplain Forest - Sand Prairie Deciduous Woodland
Cottonwood Floodplain Forest - Western Wheatgrass Prairie Mixed Prairie-Disturbed Land
Bur Oak Floodplain Woodland Mixed Prairie -Weedy Upland

Mixed Oak Ravine Woodland Cattail Marsh Urban Areas

Post-Oak-Blackjack Oak Woodland Non-native Grassland






