Habitat Model for Species: Black-tailed Prairie Dog

Cynomys ludovicianus

Landcover Category

12 - Sandsage Shrubland
Knowles, 1986
Licht and Sanchez, 1993

Coppock et al., 1983
Vanderhoof et al., 1994
Powell and Robel, 1994
Powell et al., 1994b

Powell et al., 1994a
Powell, 1992

Knowles, 1985

17 - Tallgrass Prairie

Powell et al., 1994b
Powell et al., 1994a

18 - Sand Prairie
Steuter et al., 1995

20 - Western Wheatgrass Prairie

Deisch et al., 1990
Hoogland, 1996

Thompson and Anderson, 1988
Smith, 1967

Powell et al., 1994b

Powell et al., 1994a
Fagerstone et al., 1981

Distribution Map Habitat Map

areas with low vegetation conducive to prairie dog
colonization

barriers that can restrict spatial expansion of prairie
dog towns include cropland, steep and rocky hillsides,
roads, man-made structures

distribution of towns not limited by soil composition or
texture, generally occur on fine to medium-textured clay
loam soils and dry,upland sites along drainages with
gentle slopes; barriers to expansion: steep slopes, trees,
dense stands of grass, streams

association chosen from general habitat description in
Mammalian Species account



22 - Mixed Prairie
Choate and Fleharty, 1975
Knowles, 1986
Licht and Sanchez, 1993

Pefaur and Hoffmann, 1975
Scheffer, 1937

Coppock et al., 1983
Smith, 1967

Vanderhoof et al., 1994
Powell et al., 1994b

Powell et al., 1994a

Archer et al., 1987

Knowles, 1985

25 - Shortgrass Prairie
Andersen and Fleharty, 1967

Bonham and Lerwick, 1976
Choate and Fleharty, 1975
Hill and Hibbard, 1943
Hoogland, 1996

Flake, 1973

Walker, 1978

Smith, 1967
Vanderhoof et al., 1994
Powell and Robel, 1994
Powell et al., 1994b

Powell et al., 1994a
Powell, 1992

Tileston and Lechleitner, 1966
Summers and Linder, 1978

Reference List

areas with low vegetation conducive to prairie dog
colonization

Poa pratensis, Stipa viridula, S. comata decrease most
rapidly with the onset of prairie dog habitation either
because they were less tolerant to defoliation or were
more preferred as food items

preferred habitat was heavily grazed grassland
dominated by blue grama and buffalo grass

association chosen from general habitat description in
Mammalian Species account

barriers that can restrict spatial expansion of prairie
dog towns include cropland, steep and rocky hillsides,
roads, man-made structures

distribution of towns not limited by soil composition or
texture, generally occur on fine to medium-textured clay
loam soils and dry,upland sites along drainages with
gentle slopes; barriers to expansion: steep slopes, trees,
dense stands of grass, streams
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- Recorded presence No records

Recorded distnbution include specimen records and observations collected

during 1941-2000 from University of Kansas Museum of Natural History,

Sternberg Museum of Natural History, a large to mid-sized mammal survey

conducted by regional biologists and conservation officers from the Kansas

Department of Wildlife and Parks, and personal observations from
professional mammalogists.

Habitats

Habitat Map
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