
Habitat Model for Species: Mourning Dove Distribution Map 
Alpha Code: MODO Status: Resident Habitat Map 
Landcover Category 
0 - Comments Habitat Restrictions Comments 
[Generalized] All habitats but Alkaline, Cattail, and Freshwater  
 Marshes, Pondweed Aquatic Wetland, Water, Forb  
 Playa Lake, and Rock Outcrop/Bluff/Cliff. 
Tomlinson et al., 1994 Although most doves nest in trees, ground nesting is  
 known to be important, particularly in Great Plains  
 and Great Basin states.  Abundant food and water  
 must be available within 20-30 km. 
Sayre and Silvy, 1993 Best adapted to and most closely associated with  
 agricultural habitats, although it will nest in many  
 other habitat types. 
Keeler et al., 1977 Nesting habitat consists of woods edges,  
 shelterbelts, church and cemetery sites, cities,  
 farmlands, orchards, and many other types. 
LaPointe, 1958 shelterbelt 
Drobney et al., 1998 Doves used the entire spectrum of habitat types for  
 nesting, ranging from ground nests in open fields to  
 canopy nests in the interior of forests. 
Olson et al., 1991 Production was highest in shelterbelts, followed by  
 native prairie. 
Schroeder, 1970 osage orange shelterbelt 
Yahner, 1982 nested mainly in spruce trees in shelterbelts. 
Cable et al., 1992 nested in all windbreaks studied. 
Mirarchi and Baskett, 1993 Nests in wide array of ecological types.  Precise  
 description of breeding habitat is difficult because of  
 the species' tremendous adaptability. 

01 - Maple-Basswood Forest 
[Generalized] 
Stauffer and Best, 1980 
02 - Oak-Hickory Forest 
[Generalized] 
Stauffer and Best, 1980 
03 - Post Oak-Blackjack Oak  
Forest 
[Generalized] 
04 - Pecan Floodplain Forest 
[Generalized] 
05 - Ash-Elm-Hackberry  
Floodplain Forest 
[Generalized] 
Stauffer and Best, 1980 
Faanes, 1987 
Zimmerman and Tatschl, 1975 
06 - Cottonwood Floodplain  
Forest 
[Generalized] 
Platt, 1975 
Zimmerman and Tatschl, 1975 
07 - Mixed Oak Floodplain  
[Generalized] 



08 - Bur Oak Floodplain  
Woodland 
[Generalized] 
09 - Mixed Oak Ravine  
[Generalized] 
10 - Post Oak-Blackjack Oak  
Woodland 
[Generalized] 
11 - Cottonwood Floodplain  
Woodland 
[Generalized] 
Platt, 1975 
12 - Sandsage Shrubland 
[Generalized] 
Downing, 1957 
13 - Saltbush - Grama  
Shrubland - not mapped 
[Generalized] 
14 - Willow Shrubland 
[Generalized] 
15 - Buttonbush (Swamp)  
Shrubland 
[Generalized] 
Platt, 1975 
17 - Tallgrass Prairie 
[Generalized] 
Zimmerman, 1993 
Klute and Robel, 1997 
Cink and Lowther, 1989 
18 - Sand Prairie 
[Generalized] 
Griebel et al., 1998 
19 - Sandstone Prairie - not  
mapped 
[Generalized] 
Platt, 1975 
20 - Western Wheatgrass  
[Generalized] 
Faanes, 1987 
Kantrud and Higgins, 1992 
22 - Mixed Prairie 
[Generalized] 
Faanes, 1987 
Renken and Dinsmore, 1987 
Kantrud and Higgins, 1992 
24 - Alkali Sacaton Prairie 
[Generalized] 
25 - Shortgrass Prairie 
[Generalized] 
Olson et al., 1991 



26 - Grass Playa Lake 
[Generalized] 
27 - Salt Marsh/Prairie 
[Generalized] 
28 - Spikerush Playa Lake 
[Generalized] 
Platt, 1975 
29 - Playa Lake 
[Generalized] 
30 - Low or Wet Prairie 
[Generalized] 
Platt, 1975 
Cink and Lowther, 1989 
34 - Fen - not mapped 
[Generalized] 
35 - Acid seep - not mapped 
[Generalized] 
35 - Neutral seep - not mapped 
[Generalized] 
36 - Cottonwood Savanna - not  
mapped 
[Generalized] 
37 - Winterfat - Blue Grama  
Prairie - not mapped 
[Generalized] 
40 - Non-native Grassland 
[Generalized] 
Stauffer and Best, 1980 used for foraging, trees need to be near 
Kantrud and Higgins, 1992 
41 - CRP 
[Generalized] 
King, 1991 
Patterson and Best, 1996 
Johnson and Igl, 1995 
42 - Salt Cedar or Tamarisk  
Shrubland 
[Generalized] 
44 - Cultivated Land 
[Generalized] 
Frawley and Best, 1991 alfalfa 
Basore et al., 1986 
Patterson and Best, 1996 
Downing, 1957 wheat stubble 
Johnson and Igl, 1995 
Olson et al., 1991 
Rodgers, 1983 
50 - Deciduous Forest-Mined  
Land 
[Generalized] 



51 - Maple Floodplain Forest 
[Generalized] 
Stauffer and Best, 1980 
52 - Evergreen  
Forest-Disturbed Land 
[Generalized] 
55 - Deciduous Woodland 
[Generalized] 
60 - Mixed Prairie-Disturbed  
Land 
[Generalized] 
71 - Weedy Upland 
[Generalized] 
81 - Urban Areas 
[Generalized] 
DeGraaf and Stihler, 1979 
90 - Riverine Sand Flats and  
Bars - not mapped 
[Generalized] 
91 - Ozark Sandstone Glade /  
Prairie - not mapped 
[Generalized] 
92 - Ozark Limestone Glade -  
not mapped 
[Generalized] 
 

Reference List 
 

1.  Basore, N. S., L. B. Best, and J. B. Wooley, Jr. 1986. Bird nesting in Iowa no-tillage and tilled cropland. Journal of Wildlife 
Management 50(1):19-28.  

2.  Cable, T. T., R. L. Schroeder, V. Brack, Jr., and P. S. Cook. 1992. Summer bird use of Kansas windbreaks. Prairie Naturalist 
24(3):175-184.  

3.  Cink, C. L. and P. E. Lowther. 1989. Breeding bird populations of a floodplain tallgrass prairie in Kansas. Pages 259-262 in T. 
B. Bragg and J. Stubbendieck, editors. Prairie Pioneers: Ecology, History and Culture. Proceedings of the Eleventh 
North American Prairie Conference.  

4.  DeGraaf, R. M. and C. W. Stihler. 1979. Nesting habitats of five common suburban bird species. Transactions of the Northeast 
Section of the Wildlife Society 36:52-59.  

5.  Downing, R. L. 1957. An evaluation of ground nesting by Mourning Doves in northwestern Oklahoma. Thesis, Oklahoma State 
University, Stillwater, Oklahoma, USA.  

6.  Drobney, R. D., J. H. Schulz, S. L. Sheriff, and W. J. Fuemmeler. 1998. Mourning Dove nesting habitat and nest success in 
central Missouri. Journal of Field Ornithology 69(2):299-305.  

7.  Faanes, C. A. 1987. Breeding birds and vegetation structure in western North Dakota wooded draws. Prairie Naturalist 
19(4):209-220.  

8.  Frawley, B. J. and L. B. Best. 1991. Effects of mowing on breeding bird abundance and species composition in alfalfa fields. 
Wildlife Society Bulletin 19:135-142.  

9.  Griebel, R. L., S. L. Winter, and A. A. Steuter. 1998. Grassland birds and habitat structure in sandhills prairie managed using 
cattle or bison plus fire. Great Plains Research 8:255-268.  

10.  Johnson, D. H. and L. D. Igl. 1995. Contributions of the Conservation Reserve Program to populations of breeding birds in 
North Dakota. Wilson Bulletin 107(4):709-718.  

11.  Kantrud, H. A. and K. F. Higgins. 1992. Nest and nest site characteristics of some ground-nesting, non-passerine birds of 
northern grasslands. Prairie Naturalist 24(2):67-84.  

12.  Keeler, J. E., C. C. Allin, and J. M. Anderson. 1977. Mourning Dove. Pages 278-298 in G. C. Sanderson, editor. Management 
of migratory shore and upland game birds in North America. International Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies, 
Washington, D.C., USA.  

13.  King, J. W. 1991. Effects of the Conservation Reserve Program on selected wildlife populations in southeast Nebraska. Thesis, 
University of Nebraska, Lincoln, Nebraska, USA.  

14.  Klute, D. S. and R. J. Robel. 1997. Will conversion of Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) lands to pasture be detrimental for 
grassland birds in Kansas? American Midland Naturalist 137:206-212.  



15.  LaPointe, D. F. 1958. Mourning Dove production in a central Nebraska shelterbelt. Journal of Wildlife Management 22(4):439-
440.  

16.  Mirarchi, R. E. and T. S. Baskett. 1993. Mourning Dove. A. Poole and F. Gill, editors. The Birds of North America. No. 117. 
The American Ornithologists' Union and The Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA.  

17.  Olson, T. E., C. E. Braun, and R. A. Ryder. 1991. Agricultural land use and Mourning Doves in eastern Colorado: Implications 
for nesting and production in the Great Plains. Prairie Naturalist 23(1):1-10.  

18.  Patterson, M. P. and L. B. Best. 1996. Bird abundance and nesting success in Iowa CRP fields:  The importance of vegetation 
structure and composition. American Midland Naturalist 135:135-167.  

19.  Platt, D. R. 1975. Breeding birds of Sand Prairie Natural History Reservation, Harvey County, Kansas. American Birds 
29(6):1146-1151.  

20.  Renken, R. B. and J. J. Dinsmore. 1987. Nongame bird communities on managed grasslands in North Dakota. Canadian Field-
Naturalist 101(4):551-557.  

21.  Rodgers, R. D. 1983. Reducing wildlife losses to tillage in fallow wheat fields. Wildlife Society Bulletin 11(1):31-38.  
22.  Sayre, M. W. and N. J. Silvy. 1993. Nesting and Production. Pages 81-104 in T. S. Baskett, M. W. Sayre, R. E. Tomlinson, and 

R. E. Mirarchi, editors. Ecology and management of the Mourning Dove. Stackpole Books, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, 
USA.  

23.  Schroeder, M. H. 1970. Mourning Dove production in a Kansas osage orange planting. Journal of Wildlife Management 
34(2):344-348.  

24.  Stauffer, D. F. and L. B. Best. 1980. Habitat selection by birds of riparian communities: evaluating effects of habitat alterations. 
Journal of Wildlife Management 44(1):1-15.  

25.  Tomlinson, R. E., D. D. Dolton, R. R. George, and R. E. Mirarchi. 1994. Mourning Dove. Pages 60-74 in T. C. Tacha and C. E. 
Braun, editors. Migratory shore and upland game bird management in North America. International Association of 
Fish and Wildlife Agencies, Washington, D.C., USA.  

26.  Yahner, R. H. 1982. Avian nest densities and nest-site selection in farmstead shelterbelts. Wilson Bulletin 94(2):156-175.  
27.  Zimmerman, J. L. 1993. The Birds of Konza. University Press of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas, USA.  
28.  Zimmerman, J. L. and J. L. Tatschl. 1975. Floodplain birds of Weston Bend, Missouri River. Wilson Bulletin 87(2):196-208.  
 





������� �	� ��

�������

� � ��� � ��� ����� � � � � �

�! �

"#� $ % $ � � � & �(')� � * * + � $ ,

- � + � ./� � * 0 1 ��� � � � � �

-�2 � 3 � � 4 * 0#� + � 5 �#� � 3 �

��+ � 5 �#� � 3 �

')� � * */��+ � 5 �#� � 3 �

- 0 � � � 6 � � * */� � � � � � �

7/+ 3 � + � - � 8 � � � $#��� � � � � �

./� 9 � ,(��� � � � � � % :#� * � 4 � ; � ,#� � $ ,

� 4 + � � & � � � ,#� � $ ,

��� � , 5=< 2 + � $ ,

:#� 8 � , 4 � 4 */��� � , + � $ ,

- � + � � � , � � 1 >!� ?@� � � * 3 - 0 � 4 ; + � $ ,

<#� ; � $ 7/� � � *

A & � � 6 � � � $�B!� � � * � % :#� * � 4 � ; � ,#� � $ ,

./� 2 + �!B�+ � � , 2 + � � $!B�� � � * �

:#� 8 � , 4 � 4 *)B!� � � * � % ./� $ � ,#� � $ ,

��� * � � � $(��0 � � � 6 � � * */� � � � � � �

>!� + + 6 � � * */��� � � � � �

� � � � � $ �(� � ,�B!+ � � , 2 + � � $(��� � , + � $ ,

./� 9 � ,(��� � � � � �

- � $ ,(��� � � � � �

C�4 � � � $ ; 4 * 0#D - �)� ? 2 E - 0 � 4 ; + � $ ,

��� + + � � - 0 � 4 ; + � $ ,

- � $ , * � 6 � - 0 � 4 ; + � $ ,

��� * � % F)� 3 % C�+ � 8 3 G � 8 3/F=� 3/��� � , + � $ ,

7)* 0 % A�+ ?@% H#� 8 3 ; � � � 5!B�+ � � , 2 + � � $!B�� � � * �

./� 9 � ,(F)� 3  � & � $ �#��� � , + � $ ,

C�4 � F)� 3)B!+ � � , 2 + � � $(��� � , + � $ ,

./� 9 � ,(F)� 3)B!+ � � , 2 + � � $�B!� � � * �

� � � � � $ �(� � ,�B!+ � � , 2 + � � $�B!� � � * �

��� 8 � $�B!+ � � , 2 + � � $�B!� � � * �

��� * � % F)� 3 % C�+ � 8 3 G � 8 3/F=� 3)B!� � � * �

F)� 3 % H#� 8 3 � � 5!B!� � � * �

./� 2 + � % C � * * �)� � ,!B!� � � * �


