
Habitat Model for Species: Mountain Plover Distribution Map 
Alpha Code: MOUP Status: Breeding Habitat Map 
Landcover Category 
0 - Comments Habitat Restrictions Comments 
Clark et al., 1989 Modified by grazing ungulates, prairie dogs or fire. 
20 - Western Wheatgrass  
Olson-Edge and Edge, 1987 on prairie dog towns 
Knowles and Stoner, 1982 on prairie dog towns 
Knowles and Knowles, 1984 on prairie dog towns 
Olson, 1985 on prairie dog towns 
25 - Shortgrass Prairie 
Olson and Daniel Edge, 1985 Nesting on prairie dog town. 
Wiens, 1985 
Knopf and Miller, 1994 
Knopf and Rupert, 1996 30% bare ground. 
Olson-Edge and Edge, 1987 Nesting on prairie dog colony. 
Knowles and Stoner, 1982 Nesting on prairie dog colony. 
Graul, 1975 
Harrison, 1979 
Bradbury, 1918 Grazed by cattle. 
Clark et al., 1989 
TenBrink, 1993 
Graul, 1973 
Johnsgard, 1981 
Flowers, 1985 
Dinsmore, 1997 
Knowles and Knowles, 1984 Nesting on prairie dog colonies. 
Olson, 1985 Nesting on prairie dog colony. 
Clausen, 1990 Overgrazed. 
Shackford, 1991 Nesting on prairie dog towns. 
Mote, 1998 
Barko, 1994 
Knopf and Rupert, 1999 
Knopf, 1996 
Graul and Webster, 1976 
Rising, 1974 
Knopf, 1997 
Thompson and Ely, 1989 
Johnsgard, 1979 Heavily grazed. 
Ptacek and Schwilling, 1983 
Winter, 1999 
Fellows and Gress, 1999 
Shackford et al., 1999 Occurring on cattle grazed areas. 
44 - Cultivated Land 
Wiens, 1985 
TenBrink, 1993 
Shackford, 1996 
Shackford, 1995 
Knopf and Rupert, 1999 
Knopf, 1996 
Knopf, 1997 
Fellows and Gress, 1999 
Shackford et al., 1999 
 

Reference List 
 

1.  Barko, V. A. 1994. Effect of the Black-tailed Prairie Dog on avifaunal composition in southern shortgrass prairie. Thesis, 
Northeast Louisiana University, Monroe, Louisiana, USA.  

2.  Bradbury, W. C. 1918. Notes on the nesting of the Mountain Plover. Condor XX(5):157-163.  
3.  Clark, T. W., A. H. Harvey, R. D. Dorn, D. L. Genter, and G. Groves. 1989. Rare, sensitive, and threatened species of the 

Greater Yellowstone ecosystem. Idaho Department of Fish and Game, Boise, Idaho, USA.  
4.  Clausen, M. K. 1990. Mountain Plover sighted in Kimball County. Nebraska Bird Review 58(4):98-99.  
5.  Dinsmore, S. J. 1997. Mountain Plover nest in Kimball County. Nebraska Bird Review 65(3):131.  
6.  Fellows, S. D. and R. J. Gress. 1999. Breeding Mountain Plovers in Kansas. Kansas Ornithological Society Bulletin 50(4):29-

35.  
7.  Flowers, T. 1985. Recent breeding of the Mountain Plover in Cimarron County, Oklahoma. Bulletin of the Oklahoma 

Ornithological Society XVIII(2):9-12.  
8.  Graul, W. D. 1975. Breeding biology of the Mountain Plover. Wilson Bulletin 87(1):6-31.  



9.  Graul, W. D. 1973. Breeding adaptations of the Mountain Plover (Charadrius montanus). Dissertation, University of Minnesota, 
St. Paul, Minnesota, USA.  

10.  Graul, W. D. and L. E. Webster. 1976. Breeding status of the Mountain Plover. Condor 78(2):265-267.  
11.  Harrison, H. H. 1979. A field guide to western birds' nests. Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston, Massachusetts, USA.  
12.  Johnsgard, P. A. 1979. Birds of the Great Plains. University of Nebraska Press, Lincoln, Nebraska, USA.  
13.  ____. 1981. The Plovers, Sandpipers, and Snipes of the world. University of Nebraska Press, Lincoln, Nebraska, USA.  
14.  Knopf, F. L. 1996. Mountain Plover. A. Poole and F. Gill, editors. The Birds of North America. No. 211. The American 

Ornithologists' Union and The Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA.  
15.  ____. 1997. A closer look:  Mountain Plover. Birding (February):38-44.  
16.  Knopf, F. L. and B. J. Miller. 1994. Charadrius montanus- montane, grassland, or bare-ground plover? Auk 111(2):504-506.  
17.  Knopf, F. L. and J. R. Rupert. 1996. Reproduction and movements of Mountain Plovers breeding in Colorado. Wilson Bulletin 

108(1):28-35.  
18.  ____. 1999. Use of cultivated fields by breeding Mountian Plovers in Colorado. Studies in Avian Biology (19):81-86.  
19.  Knowles, C. J. and P. R. Knowles. 1984. Additional records of Mountain Plovers using prairie dog towns in Montana. Prairie 

Naturalist 16(4):183-186.  
20.  Knowles, C. J. and C. J. Stoner. 1982. Selective use of Black-tailed Prairie Dog towns by Mountain Plovers. Condor 84(1):71-

74.  
21.  Mote, K. 1998. Endangered and threatened species conservation: conservation strategy for the Texas panhandle short grass 

prairie. (Project No. 63):15pp. Texas Parks & Wildlife Department,  
22.  Olson-Edge, S. L. and W. D. Edge. 1987. Density and distribution of the Mountain Plover on the Charles M. Russell National 

Wildlife Refuge. Prairie Naturalist 19(4):233-238.  
23.  Olson, S. L. 1985. Mountain Plover food items on and adjacent to a prairie dog town. Prairie Naturalist 17(2):83-90.  
24.  Olson, S. L. and Daniel Edge. 1985. Nest site selection by Mountain Plovers in northcentral Montana. Journal of Range 

Management 38(3):280-282.  
25.  Ptacek, J. and M. Schwilling. 1983. Mountain Plover reintroduction in Kansas. Kansas Ornithological Society Bulletin 

34(2):21-22.  
26.  Rising, J. D. 1974. The status and faunal affinities of the summer birds of western Kansas. University of Kansas Science 

Bulletin 50(8):347-388.  
27.  Shackford, J. S. 1991. Nesting ecology of the Mountain Plover in Oklahoma. Bulletin of the Oklahoma Ornithological Society 

24(2):9-13.  
28.  ____. 1995. Melanistic Mountain Plover in Cimarron County, Oklahoma. Bulletin of the Oklahoma Ornithological Society 

28(1):4-5.  
29.  ____. 1996. Importance of shade to breeding Mountain Plovers. Bulletin of the Oklahoma Ornithological Society XXIX(3):17-

21.  
30.  Shackford, J. S., D. M. Leslie, Jr., and Warren D. Harden. 1999. Range-wide use of cultivated fields by Mountain Plovers 

during the breeding season. Journal of Field Ornithology 70(1):114-120.  
31.  TenBrink, J. 1993. Mountain Plovers (Charadrius montanus) nesting north of Byers, Colorado. Colorado Field Ornithologists 

Journal 27(4):165-166.  
32.  Thompson, M. C. and C. Ely. 1989. Birds in Kansas: Volume I. Public Education Series No. 11. University of Kansas Museum 

of Natural History, University Press of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas, USA.  
33.  Wiens, J. A. 1985. Habitat selection in variable environments: shrub-steppe birds. Pages 191-226 in M. L. Cody, editor. Habitat 

selection in birds. Academic Press, Orlando, Florida, USA.  
34.  Winter, S. L. 1999. Plant and breeding bird communities of black-tailed prairie dog colonies and non-colonized areas in 

southwest Kansas and southeast Colorado. Thesis, Kansas State University, Manhattan, Kansas, USA.  
 





��������� 	�
 �
��� �������

��� � � � � � � � ��� � �  �  !

"$# % �  & � � ! '$( � ) '

* ! � � ! � ) * � ! � � � � � � ��� � �  �  !


