Students Participate in Kettering Events
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ICDD project coordinator Erika Imbody, along
with graduate assistants Kara Dillard and Chelsea
Good, traveled to Washington D.C. March 10-11 for
two events sponsored by Kettering Foundation and the
National Issues Forums Institute (NIFI). The March 10
event titled, “Coming to Public Judgment on Health
Care Reform: A Citizens’ Court Process to Address
the Question - How Ready are Americans to Face the
Consequences?,” featured a mock trial where judges
were asked to determine where the public stands on
making a decision on health care reform.

One lawyer argued that the public was ready to
make a decision on the issue, while the other argued
they weren’t prepared to accept the consequences.
Attorneys presented evidence and called on expert
testimony, which included hearing from ICDD
associate Charles Griffin. A K-State professor of
Family Studies and Human Services, Griffin spoke
about the results of the public health care forums he
moderated in Kansas.

The national event will be replicated by six state-
level organizations, including ICDD. At the Kansas
Health Care Hearing, Dillard and Good will serve
as attorneys arguing before judges who will then be
asked to determine where the public stands.

“The D.C. event was a great chance for us to think
about how we want to structure our own hearing in
Manhattan,” said Good. “It was especially helpful to
see how the judges arrived at their decision.”

The judges’ ruling argued that the public is not yet
ready to make a decision on health care reform.

“It’s clear that there’s a mandate for Congress and
the president to work on this issue and take action,”
said Richard Harwood, president of the Harwood
Institute for Public Innovation in Bethesda, Maryland,
and chief justice of the “court.” “But it’s not clear
exactly what action we ought to take and what cost
and who should bear the burden.”

“It seems like citizens are very much divided over
how to proceed on health care,” Dillard added. “I
hadn’t realized how much is still left to deliberate over
before we as a nation can come to an agreement on
how to advance the broken health care system.”

On the second day the ICDD staff attended a panel
discussion on “An Economy in Crisis.” This will
replace health care as the NIFI discussion issue next
year.

Top. K-State professor Charles Griffin acted as a
witness at the jury event held at National Archives.
Middle. Lana Oleen, ICDD Advisory Board member,
Charles Griffin, Karl Weissenbach and Linda Smith,
both from Eisenhower Presidential Library and
Museum. Bottom. Student researchers, Chelsea Good
and Kara Dillard in front of the WWII memorial.



