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General Information

Established in 1967 “to promote historical research in the period of World War II in all its
aspects,” the World War Two Studies Association, whose original name was the American
Committee on the History of the Second World War, is a private organization supported by the
dues and donations of its members. It is affiliated with the American Historical Association, with
the International Committee for the History of the Second World War, and with corresponding
national committees in other countries, including Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, the Czech
Republic, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, New
Zealand, Norway, Poland, Romania, Russia, Singapore, Slovenia, the United Kingdom, and the
Vatican.

The Newsletter

The WWTSA issues a semiannual newsletter, which is assigned International Standard Serial
Number [ISSN] 0885-5668 by the Library of Congress. Back issues of the Newsletter are
available from Robin Higham, WWTSA Archivist, through Sunflower University Press, 1531
Yuma (or Box 1009), Manhattan, KS 66502-4228.

Please send in_formation for the Newsletter to:

Mark Parillo

Department of History
Kansas State University
Eisenhower Hall
Manhattan, KS 66506-1002

Tel: (785) 532-0374
Fax: (785) 532-7004
E-mail: parillo@ksu.edu

Annual Membership Dues

Membership is open to all who are interested in the era of the Second World War. Annual
membership dues of $15.00 are payable at the beginning of each calendar year. Students with
U.S. addresses may, if their circumstances require it, pay annual dues of $5.00 for up to six
years. There is no surcharge for members abroad, but it is requested that dues be remitted
directly to the secretary of the WWTSA (not through an agency or subscription service) in U.S.
dollars. The Newsletter, which is mailed at bulk rates within the United States, will be sent by
surface mail to foreign addresses unless special arrangements are made to cover the cost of
airmail postage.




World War Two Studies
Association Update

The annual business meeting of the World
War Two Studies Association, scheduled
in conjunction with the American
Historical Association annual conference
in Washington, D.C., in January 1999,
was postponed when severe weather
substantially delayed the arrival in
Washington of several participants and
prevented achievement of a quorum.
Though over the next few days,
association officers managed to discuss
some agenda items with various
association members who were present at
the conference, there was no subsequent
formal meeting in Washington.

The WWTSA treasurer was prepared to
report continued solvency of the
association, with grateful acknowledgment
to the Department of History and the
College of Arts and Sciences at Kansas
State University for their continued
support and assistance with clerical and
other overhead costs. The "Friends of the
World War Two Studies Association”
fund, built by the

generous donations of WWTSA members
and maintained through the Kansas State
University Foundation, now forms a small
reserve of capital for the organization.

Another important agenda item was
discussion of ideas and proposals for a
WWTSA-sponsored panel or panels to be
held in tandem with the 2000 AHA
meeting, scheduled to convene in Chicago
in January 2000. The association will
present a scholarly session titled "The
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Battles Continue: World War II Issues in
the 1990s," to consist of three papers and
commentary on aspects of the Second
World War that have provoked
historiographical and historical
controversies in the past decade. The
schedule of presenters

and paper titles was not finalized by press
time but should be completed shortly, so
direct questions about this to the
association secretary or wait for the formal
notice of the session in the fall newsletter.
Members wishing to propose additional
papers or sessions for the Chicago
meeting, or for any of the subsequent
meetings held in conjunction with the
annual AHA conference, are encouraged
to contact the association secretary.

On Saturday, January 9, the WWTSA
sponsored a scholarly panel at the
Wardman Park Marriott Hotel, titled "New
Resources in World War II History." Dr.
Stanley Falk chaired the session, at which
NARA staffers Lawrence McDonald and
Timothy Mulligan discussed the
organization and status of various World
War II record collections at the U.S.
National Archives, and archivist David
Haight described the range and extent of
World War II materials at the Dwight D.
Eisenhower Library in Abilene, Kansas.
Despite the inclement weather, the session
was well attended, and further exchange of
information about World War II resources
occurred in the question and answer
period. This number of the newsletter
carries the remarks of the three panelists.
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OSS TEXTUAL RECORDS AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES
AN OUTLINE FOR RESEARCHERS

by

Lawrence McDonald, NARA

On September 20, 1945, less than three weeks after Japan's official surrender, President
Truman informed General William J. Donovan that the Office of Strategic Services (OSS)
would be terminated, effective October 1. After the OSS closed down, almost all of its
records would eventually be transferred to one of two agencies: the State Department or the
Central Intelligence Agency.

Late in 1945, the OSS sent some 1,800 cubic feet of textual records, including most Research
and Analysis Branch (R&A), most Schools and Training Branch and some Foreign
Nationalities Branch files, to the Department of State, where veterans of the R&A staff
continued to write finished reports in response to customer requests (cf. M1221). During the
1940's and 50's, the National Archives accessioned all of these records, and, following
declassification in 1975 and 1976, they were opened to researchers.

Also in 1945, the OSS transferred approximately 6,300 cubic feet of textual records to the
newly formed Strategic Services Unit (SSU), which was made up of veterans of the OSS
Secret Intelligence Branch and the OSS X-2 Branch and was subordinate to the War
Department. Its function was to care for OSS-created assets, which included OSS intelligence
networks and all OSS records except those transferred to the State Department. In 1946, the
SSU was absorbed by the Central Intelligence Group (CIG) under General Hoyt Vandenberg.
On September 18, 1947, in accordance with the National Security Act, SSU and CIG, along
with their OSS records (by then known as the OSS Archives), were assigned to the custody
of the Central Intelligence Agency, which was established by the same legislation.

Records of the Coordinator of Information (COI), the OSS's predecessor, and of the SSU, the
OSS's immediate successor, are interfiled with the records of the OSS in Record Group 226
at the National Archives. Records of the CIG will also be assigned to Record Group 226
when the CIA transfers them to the National Archives.
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OSS AND PREDECESSOR AND SUCCESSOR AGENCIES

AGENCY DATE ESTABLISHED PURPOSE

COIl 11 July 1941 Coordination of foreign intelligence of Federal
Agencies (State Dept., G-2, ONI, FBI, etc.)

0SS 13 June 1942 Foreign intelligence and covert action
operations
SSU 1 Oct. 1945 Care of OSS created assets, records and

intelligence networks

CIG 22 Jan. 1946 Coordination of foreign intelligence activities
ClA 18 Sept. 1947 Foreign intelligence and, in 1949, covert action
operations.

A glance at the OSS organizational chart shows that, along with the administrative and
support units common to so many other Federal agencies, the Office of Strategic Services
was divided into two major functions, a Directorate of Intelligence and a Directorate of
Operations.

By the beginning of 1943, the Directorate of Intelligence consisted of five branches. The
Secret Intelligence Branch (SI) collected and evaluated clandestine intelligence in all parts of
the world except the Western Hemisphere. The X-2 Branch, the OSS counterintelligence
branch, was composed of spy-catchers and others who identified and foiled enemy
penetration; the function of counterintelligence has been described as “defining the enemy.”
The OSS R&A Branch was largely the creation of William L. Langer, the eminent Harvard
historian, who selected some of the finest scholars in the nation to serve as area specialists in
this branch. In writing finished reports for the OSS and other agencies, R&A drew on secret
intelligence sources but derived far more information from open sources such as those found
at the National Archives and the Library of Congress, where R&A maintained its own
offices. R&A files and indexes amount to well over 1,600 cubic feet of records and make
analysis of conditions in every nation on earth. The Foreign Nationalities Branch invited
foreign-born Americans of European and Mediterranean background to support the war effort
by providing the OSS, cost free, with strategic and tactical intelligence pertaining to their
country of origin. The Censorship and Documents Branch supervised radio and intelligence
activities and distributed intelligence obtained from censorship sources to other branches of
the OSS.
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