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General Information 

Established in 1967 "to promote historical research in the period of World War II in all its 
aspects," the World War Two Studies Association, whose original name was the American 
Committee on the History of the Second World War, is a private organization supported by the 
dues and donations of its members. It is affiliated with the American Historical Association, with 
the International Committee for the History of the Second World War, and with corresponding 
national committees in other countries, including Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, the Czech 
Republic, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, New 
Zealand, Norway, Poland, Romania, Russia, Singapore, Slovenia, the United Kingdom, and the 
Vatican. 

The Newsletter 

The WWTSA issues a semiannual newsletter, which is assigned International Standard Serial 
Number [ISSN] 0885-5668 by the Library of Congress. Back issues of the Newsletter are 
available from Robin Higham, WWTSA Archivist, through Sunflower University Press, 1531 
Yuma (or Box 1009), Manhattan, KS 66502-4228. 

Please send information for the Newsletter to: 

Mark Parillo 
Department of History 
Kansas State University 
Eisenhower Hall 
Manhattan, KS 66506-1002 

Tel: (785) 532-0374 
Fax: (785) 532-7004 
E-mail: parillo@ksu.edu 

Annual Membership Dues 

Membership is open to all who are interested in the era of the Second World War. Annual 
membership dues of$15.00 are payable at the beginning of each calendar year. Students with 
U.S. addresses may, if their circumstances require it, pay annual dues of$5.00 for up to six 
years. There is no surcharge for members abroad, but it is requested that dues be remitted 
directly to the secretary of the WWTSA (not through an agency or subscription service) in U.S. 
dollars. The Newsletter, which is mailed at bulk rates within the United States, will be sent by 
surface mail to foreign addresses unless special arrangements are made to cover the cost of 
airmail postage. 
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World War Two Studies
 
Association Update
 

The annual business meeting ofthe World 
War Two Studies Association, scheduled 
in conjunction with the American 
Historical Association annual conference 
in Washington, D.C., in January 1999, 
was postponed when severe weather 
substantially delayed the arrival in 
Washington of several participants and 
prevented achievement of a quorum. 
Though over the next few days, 
association officers managed to discuss 
some agenda items with various 
association members who were present at 
the conference, there was no subsequent 
formal meeting in Washington. 

The WWTSA treasurer was prepared to 
report continued solvency of the 
association, with grateful acknowledgment 
to the Department of History and the 
College of Arts and Sciences at Kansas 
State University for their continued 
support and assistance with clerical and 
other overhead costs. The "Friends of the 
World War Two Studies Association" 
fund, built by the 
generous donations ofWWTSA members 
and maintained through the Kansas State 
University Foundation, now forms a small 
reserve of capital for the organization. 

Another important agenda item was 
discussion of ideas and proposals for a 
WWTSA-sponsored panel or panels to be 
held in tandem with the 2000 AHA 
meeting, scheduled to convene in Chicago 
in January 2000. The association will 
present a scholarly session titled "The 
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Battles Continue: World War II Issues in 
the 1990s," to consist of three papers and 
commentary on aspects of the Second 
World War that have provoked 
historiographical and historical 
controversies in the past decade. The 
schedule of presenters 
and paper titles was not finalized by press 
time but should be completed shortly, so 
direct questions about this to the 
association secretary or wait for the formal 
notice of the session in the fall newsletter. 
Members wishing to propose additional 
papers or sessions for the Chicago 
meeting, or for any of the subsequent 
meetings held in conjunction with the 
annual AHA conference, are encouraged 
to contact the association secretary. 

On Saturday, January 9, the WWTSA 
sponsored a scholarly panel at the 
Wardman Park Marriott Hotel, titled "New 
Resources in World War II History." Dr. 
Stanley Falk chaired the session, at which 
NARA staffers Lawrence McDonald and 
Timothy Mulligan discussed the 
organization and status of various World 
War II record collections at the U.S. 
National Archives, and archivist David 
Haight described the range and extent of 
World War II materials at the Dwight D. 
Eisenhower Library in Abilene, Kansas. 
Despite the inclement weather, the session 
was well attended, and further exchange of 
information about World War II resources 
occurred in the question and answer 
period. This number of the newsletter 
carries the remarks of the three panelists. 
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OSS TEXTUAL RECORDS AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES
 
AN OUTLINE FOR RESEARCHERS
 

by 

Lawrence McDonald, NARA 

On September 20, 1945, less than three weeks after Japan's official surrender, President 
Truman infonned General William 1. Donovan that the Office of Strategic Services (OSS) 
would be tenninated, effective October 1. After the OSS closed down, almost all of its 
records would eventually be transferred to one of two agencies: the State Department or the 
Central Intelligence Agency. 

Late in 1945, the OSS sent some 1,800 cubic feet of textual records, including most Research 
and Analysis Branch (R&A), most Schools and Training Branch and some Foreign 
Nationalities Branch files, to the Department of State, where veterans of the R&A staff 
continued to write finished reports in response to customer requests (cf. MI221). During the 
1940's and 50's, the National Archives accessioned all of these records, and, following 
declassification in 1975 and 1976, they were opened to researchers. 

Also in 1945, the OSS transferred approximately 6,300 cubic feet of textual records to the 
newly fonned Strategic Services Unit (SSU), which was made up of veterans of the OSS 
Secret Intelligence Branch and the OSS X-2 Branch and was subordinate to the War 
Department. Its function was to care for OSS-created assets, which included OSS intelligence 
networks and all OSS records except those transferred to the State Department. In 1946, the 
SSU was absorbed by the Central Intelligence Group (CIG) under General Hoyt Vandenberg. 
On September 18, 1947, in accordance with the National Security Act, SSU and CIG, along 
with their OSS records (by then known as the OSS Archives), were assigned to the custody 
of the Central Intelligence Agency, which was established by the same legislation. 

Records of the Coordinator ofInfonnation (COl), the OSS's predecessor, and ofthe SSU, the 
OSS's immediate successor, are interfiled with the records of the OSS in Record Group 226 
at the National Archives. Records of the CIG will also be assigned to Record Group 226 
when the CIA transfers them to the National Archives. 
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OSS AND PREDECESSOR AND SUCCESSOR AGENCIES 

AGENCY DATE ESTABLISHED	 PURPOSE 

cor 11 July 1941	 Coordination of foreign intelligence of Federal 
Agencies (State Dept., G-2, aNI, FBI, etc.) 

ass 13 June 1942	 Foreign intelligence and covert action 
operations 

SSU 1 Oct. 1945	 Care of ass created assets, records and 
intelligence networks 

CIG 22 Jan. 1946	 Coordination of foreign intelligence activities 

CIA 18 Sept. 1947	 Foreign intelligence and, in 1949, covert action 
operations. 

A glance at the OSS organizational chart shows that, along with the administrative and 
support units common to so many other Federal agencies, the Office of Strategic Services 
was divided into two major functions, a Directorate of Intelligence and a Directorate of 
Operations. 

By the beginning of 1943, the Directorate ofIntelligence consisted of five branches. The 
Secret Intelligence Branch (SI) collected and evaluated clandestine intelligence in all parts of 
the world except the Western Hemisphere. The X-2 Branch, the OSS counterintelligence 
branch, was composed of spy-catchers and others who identified and foiled enemy 
penetration; the function of counterintelligence has been described as "defining the enemy." 
The OSS R&A Branch was largely the creation of William L. Langer, the eminent Harvard 
historian, who selected some of the finest scholars in the nation to serve as area specialists in 
this branch. In writing finished reports for the OSS and other agencies, R&A drew on secret 
intelligence sources but derived far more information from open sources such as those found 
at the National Archives and the Library of Congress, where R&A maintained its own 
offices. R&A files and indexes amount to well over 1,600 cubic feet of records and make 
analysis of conditions in every natig!LQn earth. The Foreign Nationalities Branch invited 
foreign-born Americans of European and Mediterranean background to support the war effort 
by providing the OSS, cost free, with strategic and tactical intelligence pertaining to their 
country of origin.The Censorship and Documents Branch supervised radio and intelligence 
activities and distributed intelligence obtained from censorship sources to other branches of 
the OSS. 
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Recently Published Articles on World War II 

Selected Titles from an Electronic Compilation by Susannah U. Bruce 

Bartov, Orner. "Defining Enemies, Making Victims: Gennans, Jews and the Holocaust." 
American Historical Review 103 (June 1998): 771-816. 

Beevor, Antony. "Stalingrad." MHQ: The Quarterly Journal ofMilitary History 11 (Autumn 
1998): 6-17. 

Bernstein, Barton J. "Truman and the A-Bomb: Targeting Noncombatants, Using the Bomb, 
and Defending the 'Decision.'" The Journal ofMilitary History 62 (July 1998): 547-570. 

Blumenson, Martin. "Politics and the Military in the Liberation of Paris." Parameters 28 
(Summer 1998): 4-14. 

Bosworth, R. J. B. "Explaining 'Auschwitz' after the End of History: The Case ofItaly." 
History and Theory: Studies in the Philosophy ofHistory 38 (February 1999): 84-99. 

Boyd, Carl. "U.S. Navy Radio Intelligence During the Second World War and the Sinking of 
the Japanese Submarine I-52." The Journal ofMilitary History 63 (April 1999): 339-354. 

Coox, Alvin D. "The Lesser of Two Hells: NKVD General G. S. Lyushkov's Defection to 
Japan, 1938-1945, Part 1." Journal ofSlavic Military Studies 11 (September 1998): 145­
186. 

Costigliola, Frank. "'Mixed Up' and 'Contact': Culture and Emotion among the Allies in the 
Second World War." The International History Review 20 (December 1998): 791-805. 

Dreisziger, N. F. "Edmund Veesenmayer on Horthy and Hungary: An American Intelligence 
Report." Special Volume: Regent Miklos Horthy, Istvan Horthy and the Second World 
War. Hungarian Studies Review, 23 (Spring-Fall 1996): 43-66. 
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____. "Miklos Horthy and World War II: Some Historiographical Perspectives." Special 
Volume: Regent Miklos Horthy, Istvan Horthy and the Second World War. Hungarian 
Studies Review, 23 (Spring-Fall 1996): 5-16. 

Evenden, Matthew D. "Harold Innis, the Arctic Survey, and the Politics of Social Science 
during the Second World War." Canadian Historical Review 199879(1): 36-67. 

Farquharson, John, and Hermann Graml, trans!' "Grossbritannien und die Deutschen 
Reparationen nach dem Zweiten Weltkrieg." [Great Britain and German reparations after 
World War II] Vierteljahrshefte fur Zeitgeschichte [Germany] 1998 46(1): 43-67. 

Fest, Joachim. "Spiel mit Hohem Einsatz: Uber Adam von Trott." [Playing for High Stakes: 
Adam von Trott] Vierteljahrsheftefiir Zeitgeschichte [Germany] 199846(1): 1-18. 

Finch, Lynette. "Knowing the Enemy: Australian Psychological Warfare and the Business of 
Influencing Minds in the Second World War." War & Society 16 (October 1998): 71-92. 

French, David. "Discipline and the Death Penalty in the British Army in the War Against 
Germany During the Second World War." Journal ofContemporary History 33 (October 
1998): 531-545. 

Geller, Jay Howard. "The Role of Military Administration in German-occupied Belgium, 
1940-1944." The Journal ofMilitary History 63 (January 1999): 99-126. 

Gerlach, Christian. "The Wannsee Conference, the Fate of German Jews, and Hitler's 
Decision in Principle to Exterminate All European Jews." The Journal ofModern History 
70 (December 1998): 759-812. 

Grunden, Walter E. "Hungnam and the Japanese Atomic Bomb: Recent Historiography of a 
Postwar Myth." Intelligence and National Security 13 (Summer 1998): 32-60. 

Gunderson, Brian S. "Leaflet Dropping Operations in World War II." Air Power History 45 
(Spring 1998): 28-39. 
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Heaps, Jennifer Davis. "Clio's Apies: The National Archives and the Office of Strategic 
Services in World War II," Prologue 30 (Fall 1998): 209-219. 

Jackson, Peter. "French Intelligence and Hitler's Rise to Power." Historical Journal 1998 
41(3): 795-824. 

Jones, Priscilla Dale. "Nazi Atrocities against Allied Airmen: Stalag Luft III and the End of 
British War Crimes Trials." Historical Journal 41 (June 1998): 543-65. 

Marchand, Suzanne. "Nazi Culture: Banality or Barbarism?" Journal ofModern History 1998 
70(1): 108-118. 

Miller, Roger G. "Air Transport on the Eve ofPearl Harbor." Air Power History 45 (Summer 
1998): 26-37. 

Moore, Deborah Dash. "Jewish GIs and the Creation ofthe Judeo-Christian Tradition." 
Religion and American Culture 1998 8(1): 31-53. 

Nielsen, Lizette Albaek. "Krigsbam." ["Wartime Child."] Arbejderhistorie: Tidsskrift for 
Historie, Kultur og Politik [Denmark] 1998 (1): 30-40. 

Olsen, Mette. "Da Forsvaret Snod Modstandsfolkene." ["When the Ministry of Defense 
Cheated Members of the Resistance"] Arbejderhistorie: Tidsskrift for Historie, Kultur og 
Politik [Denmark] 1998 (1): 53-63. 

Overy, Richard. "Strategic Intelligence and the Outbreak of the Second World War." War in 
History 5 (November 1998): 451-480. 

Pentek, Rita. "Istvan Horthy's Election as Vice-Regent in 1942." Special Volume: Regent 
Miklos Horthy, Istvan Horthy and the Second World War. Hungarian Studies Review, 23 
(Spring-Fall 1996): 17-28. 
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Perry, Hamilton Darby. "Patriot Painter at Sea." MHQ: The Quarterly Journal ofMilitary 
History 11 (Winter 1999): 106-111. [Thomas Hart Benton] 

Peszke, Michael A. "British Special Operations Executive Archives and Poland: An 
Analysis." Polish Review 42 (1997): 431-446. 

Pritz, Pal. "Miklos Horthy and Edmund Veesenmayer: Hungarian-German Relations after 
March 1944." Special Volume: Regent Miklos Horthy, Istvan Horthy and the Second 
World War. Hungarian Studies Review, 23 (Spring-Fall 1996): 29-42. 

Ramsden, John. "Refocusing 'The People's War': British War Films of the 1950s." Journal of 
Contemporary History 1998 33(1): 35-63. 

Rawling, William. "The Challenge of Modemization: The Royal Canadian Navy and 
Antisubmarine Weapons, 1944-1945," Journal ofMilitary History 63 (April 1999): 355­
378. 

Rawling, Bill. "Taking Care of Tar: Royal Canadian Navy Medical Practitioners of the 
Second World War." War & Society 16 (October 1998): 59-70. 

Rentola, Kimmo. "The Finnish Communists and the Winter War." Journal ofContemporary 
History 33 (October 1998): 591-607. 

Rodgers, Bradley A., Wendy M. Coble, and Hans K. Van Tilburg. "The Lost Flying Boat of 
Kaneohe Bay: Archaeology of the First U.S. Casualties of Pearl Harbor." Historical 
Archaeology 1998 32(4): 8-18. 

Rose, Sonya O. "The 'Sex Question' in Anglo-American Relations in the Second World War." 
The International History Review 20 (December 1998): 884-903. 

Sakmyster, Thomas. "Miklos Horthy and the Allies, 1945-1946: Two Documents." Special 
Volume: Regent Miklos Horthy, Istvan Horthy and the Second World War. Hungarian 
Studies Review, 23 (Spring-Fall 1996): 67-80. 
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Schmidt, Rainer F. "The Marketing ofRudolf Hess: A Key to the 'Preventive War Debate'?" 
War in History 5 (January 1998): 62-83. 

Shore, Zach. "Hitler, Intelligence and the Decision to Remilitarize the Rhine. /' Journal of 
Contemporary History 34 (January 1999): 5-18. 

Smith, Geoffrey S. "Beware, the Historian! Hiroshima, the Enola Gay, and the Dangers of 
History." Diplomatic History 1998 22(1): 121-130. 

Templeton, KelU1eth S., Jr. "The Last Days of Colonel William O. Darby: An Eye-witness 
Account." Army History (Spring 1998): 1-6. 

Tomey-Parlicki, Prue. '''Grave Security Obligations': The Australian Government's Refusal to 
Accredit Newspaper Photographers to Combat Areas during the Second World War." War 
& Society 16 (May 1998): 105-123. 

Wanke, Paul. "American Military Psychiatry and Its Role among Ground Forces in World 
War 11." The Journal ofMilitary History 63 (January 1999): 127-146. 

Zwack, Peter B. "The Siege of Budapest." MHQ: The Quarterly Journal ofMilitary History 
11 (Winter 1999): 20-35. 
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Recently Published Books on World War II 

Selected Titles from an Electronic Compilation by James Ehrman 

Aquila, Philip L. Home Front Soldier: The Story of a GI and His Italian-American Family 
During World War II. (Albany, NY: State University of New York Press, 1999). 

Baker, Vernon, and Ken Olsen. Lasting Valor. (Columbus, MS: Genesis, 1997). 

Benz, Wolfgang. The Holocaust. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1999). 

Breuer, William B. Undercover Tales of World War II. (Somerset, NJ: John Wiley & Sons, 
1999). 

Burgett, Donald. Seven Roads to Hell: A Screaming Eagle at Bastogne. (Novato, CA: 
Presidio Press, 1999). 

Collotti, Enzo. Translated by Valerio Lintner. Hitler and Nazism. (Northampton, MA: 
Interlink, 1998). 

Cyprys, Ruth A., Edited by Elaine Potter. A Jump for Life: A Survivor's Journal from Nazi­
Occupied Poland. (New York: Continuum 1999). 

Domoradzki, Stan. The Bridge over the Main. (Paris: Olympia, 1999). 

Fettman, Leo. Journey from the Ashes: A Personal Story of Triumph over the Holocaust. 
(Chandler, AZ: Five Star, 1999). 

Fremont, Helen. After the Long Silence: A Memoir. (New York: Delacorte,1999). 

Gerstl, Tibor. Mosaics ofa Life: The True Story of Endurance. (New York: Sterling House, 
1999). 
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Gurewitsch, Brana. Mothers, Sisters, Resisters: Oral Histories of Women Who Survived the 
Holocaust. (Tuscaloosa, AL: University of Alabama Press, 1999). 

Isacovici, Salomon. With Juan Manuel Rodriguez. Translated by Dick Gerdes. Man of 
Ashes. (Lincoln, NE: University of Nebraska Press, 1999). 

Kremer, S. Lillian. Women's Holocaust Writing: Memory and Imagination. (Lincoln, NE: 
University of Nebraska Press, 1999). 

Lyman, Darryl. Holocaust Rescuers: Ten Stories of Courage. (Springfield, NJ: Enslow 1999). 

Mandell, Sherri L. Writers of the Holocaust. (New York: Facts on File, 1999). 

Marcus, Paul. Autonomy in the Extreme Situation: Bruno Bettelheim, the Nazi Concentration 
Camps and the Mass Society. (Westport, CT: Praeger, 1999. 

Martindale, Robert R. The 13th Mission. (Austin, TX: Eakin, 1999). 

Merkin, Daphne. Dreaming of Hitler: Passions and Provocations. (New York: Crown, 1999). 

Moramarco, Nick. Missing in Action: A World War II Memoir. (Santa Barbara, CA: Fithian 
Press, 1999). 

Nelken, Halina. Translated by Alicia Nitecki. And Yet, I Am Here! (Amherst, MA: 
University of Massachusetts Press, 1999). 

Norman, Elizabeth. We Band of Angels: The Untold Story of American Nurses Trapped on 
Bataan by the Japanese. (New York: Random House, 1999). 

Norwalk, Rosemary. Dearest Ones: A True World War II Love Story. (New York: John 
Wiley & Sons, 1999). 
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Peitsch, Helmut, Charles Burdett, and Claire Gorrara, Editors. European Memories of the 
Second World War. (Providence, RI: Berghahn, 1999). 

Rickard, John Nelson. Patton at Bay: The Lorraine Campaign, September to December 1944. 
(Westport, CT: Praeger, 1999). 

Rosenbaum, Ron. Explaining Hitler: The Search for the Origins of Evil. (New York: Random 
House, 1999). 

Seidman, Hillel. Warsaw Ghetto Diaries. (Southfield, MI: Targum, 1997). 

Shandler, Jeffrey. While America Watches: Televising the Holocaust. (Cary, NC: Oxford 
University Press, 1999). 

Stafford, David. Churchill and Secret Service. (Woodstock, NY: Overlook, 1998). 

Tokudome, Kinue. Courage to Remember: Interviews on the Holocaust. (Ft. Collins, CO: 
Paragon, 1999). 

Van Hogendorp, Katharine H. Survival in the Land of Dysentery: The World War II 
Experience of a Red Cross Worker in India. (Fredericksburg, VA: Sergeant 
Kirkland's Press, 1999). 

Zellmer, David. The Spectator: A World War II Bomber Pilot's Journal of the Artist As 
Warrior. (Westport, CT: Praeger, 1999). 


