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WORLD WAR 11
STUDIES ASSOCIATION

(formerly the American Committee on the History of the Second World War)
GENERAL INFORMATION

Established in 1967 "to promote historical research in the period of World War II
in all its aspects," the World War Two Studies Association, whose original name was the
American Committee on the History of the Second World War, is a private organization
supported by the dues and donations of its members. It is affiliated with the American
Historical Association, with the International Committee for the History of the Second
World War, and with corresponding national committees in other countries, including
Austria, Belgium, Canada, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Israel, Italy, the
Netherlands, Poland, Romania, the Soviet Union, Spain, the United Kingdom, and
Yugoslavia. The WWTSA meets annually with the American Historical Association. The
1992 annual meeting will be held in the last week of December in Washington.

THE NEWSLETTER

The WWTSA issues a semiannual newsletter, which is assigned International
Standard Serial Number [ISSN] 0885-5668 by the Library of Congress. Back issues of the
Newsletter are available from Robin Higham, the WWTSA archivist, through Sunflower
University Press, 1531 Yuma (or Box 1009), Manhattan, KS 66502-4228.




Please send data and suggestions for the Newsletter to:
Anne S. Wells
Editor, WWTSA Newsletter
Department of History and Politics
Virginia Military Institute
Lexington, VA 24450

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES

Membership is open to all who are interested in the era of the Second World War.
Annual membership dues of $10.00 are payable at the beginning of each calendar year.
Students with U.S. addresses may, if their circumstances require it, pay annual dues of $2.00
for up to six years. These dues will increase to $15.00 and $5.00, respectively, for the
1993 calendar year. There is no surcharge for members abroad, but it is requested that
dues be remitted directly to the secretary of the committee (not through an agency or a
subscription service) in U.S. dollars. The Newsletter, which is mailed at bulk rates within
the United States, will be sent by surface mail to foreign addresses unless special
arrangements are made to cover the cost of airmail postage.

Please send dues to: D. Clayton James

' Secretary, WWTSA
Department of History and POlltICS
Virginia Military Institute
Lexington, VA 24450

ACHSWW BUSINESS MEETING, CHICAGO
by Donald S. Detwiler

The meeting was convened at 5:00 P.M., December 28, 1991, by Donald S. Detwiler,
chairman, at the Chicago Hilton Hotel.

The financial report was given by D. Clayton James, secretary. Total receipts,
including dues, a transfer of $50.00 from the former secretary, and donations totaling $20.00
from two directors, exceeded disbursements during the past year by $153.93. This sum,
however, included funds that have been remitted as dues in advance; if these advance
payments are taken into account, the treasury has, as of the end of the current year, a
deficit of $6.07.

Detwiler announced that the ACHSWW-AHA joint session on the Philippines
campaign of 1941-1942 would be held on December 30, 1991, at 1:00 P.M., in Hilton Room
4M. He expressed his appreciation to Dean C. Allard for setting up the meeting. The
session at the 1992 annual meeting will focus on Operation Barbarossa. It is being
coordinated by Timothy P. Mulligan. The session at the following annual meeting, to be
held in January 1994 in San Francisco, will be organized by James.

Detwiler complimented the newsletter and its bibliography.

James moved that the name of the organization be changed from the American
Committee on the History of the Second World War to the World War Two Studies
Association, noting that the organization includes by no means historians only, but also
specialists on the World War II period in other disciplines as well. Moreover, the
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organization is not a committee of some other society, but rather a self-sufficient association
counting among its members not only leading American authorities on the World War II
era but also a number of important foreign scholars as well. Harold C. Deutsch, in
seconding the motion, stressed that the proposed name would make the organization more
attractive to younger historians. Richard H. Kohn approved and noted that the group
consisted not just of military historians but had a broader interdisciplinary appeal. Gerhard
L. Weinberg supported the new name. The motion to change the name, as moved, was
unanimously approved.

Detwiler announced that the ballots for the election of directors for the 1992-1994
term were mailed out with the fall newsletter. The deadline for returning them to the
secretary is the end of January 1992.

Detwiler announced that, as a matter of policy, people nominated for director or to
be on the joint program should be members in good standing. Program chairmen should
select projected participants from active members.

Detwiler reported on the proposed program for two joint conferences of our
organization and the National Archives, tentatively to be held in late May 1993 at the
National Archives auditorium in downtown Washington and in fall 1994 or spring 1995 at
the new National Archives building now being completed at College Park, Maryland. A
copy of the draft program, as delivered to the Archivist of the United States, Don W.
Wilson, and as circulated at the ACHSWW business meeting, is included later in this issue.
The program was drafted by a committee of five: the chairman and the secretary of
ACHSWW,; Robert Wolfe and William H. Cunliffe, ACHSWW directors who are members
of the staff of the National Archives; and George C. Chalou, the member of the National
Archives staff who directed the conference on the OSS held at the Archives in July 1991.
In the discussion of the planned conferences, it was noted that members of the ACHSWW
will be invited to attend without having to pay a registration fee and that preliminary plans
have been made for publication of the proceedings of the two conferences, under the
editorship of the designated director of the conference, Robert Wolfe of the National
Archives staff (who also edited the proceedings of the joint conference on the postwar
occupation of Germany and Japan, Americans as Proconsuls). The projected participants
should be selected from the active membership, and the occasion also should be utilized
to recruit new members. Detwiler pointed out that the AHA requires that all participants
in joint sessions must be or become AHA members.

As a final order of business, it was moved, seconded, and unanimously resolved that
the annual dues of the committee be raised, as of 1993, from $10.00 to $15.00, except for
students, whose dues will be raised from $2.00 to $5.00.

The meeting adjourned at 7:03 P.M.

[Ed. note: The name change does not affect the affiliation with the International
Committee for the History of the Second World War.]

ELECTION OF NEW DIRECTORS

Congratulations to the following eight members who were elected to serve as
directors with terms expiring at the end of 1994: James L. Collins, Middleburg, Virginia;
John Lewis Gaddis, Ohio University; Robin Higham, Kansas State University; Warren F.
Kimball, Rutgers University, Newark; Agnes F. Peterson, Hoover Institution; Russell F.
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Weigley, Temple University; Roberta Wohlstetter, Pan Heuristics, Los Angeles; and Janet
Ziegler, University of California, Los Angeles.

FORTHCOMING CONFERENCES

1992 ANNUAL MEETING

The annual meeting of the World War Two Studies Association will be held in
Washington, D.C., during the last week of December, in conjunction with the annual
meeting of the American Historical Association. The exact time and place of our business
meeting and session of papers will be announced in the fall issue of this newsletter and in
the AHA’s program booklet.

As our program chairman for 1992, Timothy P. Mulligan of the National Archives
organized the following session:

"The Soviet-German War: New Sources, Changing Interpretations”

Chair: Susan B. Linz, Department of Economics, Michigan State University

Panelists:

Juergen Foerster, German Military History Research Office (on recently discovered
records in the former German Democratic Republic, with consideration of
the controversial interpretations of the German invasion of the Soviet Union
reflected recently in the German historians’ controversy)

David M. Glantz, Soviet Army Studies Office, U.S. Army General Staff and
Command College, Fort Leavenworth (on the Soviet Army in World War 11
in light of increasingly available primary sources)

Gabriel Gorodetsky, Institute for Soviet and East FEuropean Studies, Tel Aviv
University (on questions of access to Soviet diplomatic and political archives,
as well as views of Soviet policy and strategy)

Timothy P. Mulligan, National Archives (who will close the session, offering some
observations regarding research resources at the National Archives, as will
be described in the Guide to World War II Military Records, which he is

preparing)

CONFERENCE AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES, MAY 27-28, 1993
by Donald S. Detwiler

As announced at the December 1991 annual meeting, a program committee,
composed of this organization’s chairman and secretary and George C. Chalou, William H.
Cunliffe, and Robert Wolfe of the National Archives, drafted the proposal reproduced
below for two conferences to be held complementary to the National Archives and Records
Administration’s commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary of World War II. In his letter
of February 7, 1992, to the chairman, the Archivist of the United States, Don W. Wilson,
agreed to host the first conference, with the understanding that arrangements for the
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second can be made after the first has been held. The initial conference is to be at the
National Archives, in downtown Washington, on Thursday (including an evening session)
and Friday, May 27 and 28, 1993, under the direction of Robert Wolfe, a senior NARA
archivist and a senior WWTSA director.

Like our invitational conference fifteen years ago on the postwar occupation of
Germany and Japan, the May 1993 conference will be conducted without honoraria or
compensation for expenses being provided for the platform speakers and without a
registration fee for those attending. Just as the proceedings of that conference were
published (Americans as Proconsuls: United States Military Government in Germany and
Japan, 1944-1952, ed. by Robert Wolfe [Carbondale: Southern l1llinois University Press,
1984]), the presentations and discussion of the 1993 conference are to be recorded in full
and the proceedings published, with biographical notes on platform speakers and a listing
of all audience participants.

Because of limited seating in the National Archives auditorium, where all sessions
will be held, attendance will be on an invitational basis. Members of the association
planning to attend the conference will be asked to indicate, by a check mark on their
membership renewal form for 1993, whether they wish to receive individual letters of
invitation to participate. Nonmembers wishing to attend will, of course, be welcome to join
the association and receive invitations accordingly. (A substantial number of current
members joined us in 1977 on the occasion of that conference in Washington.)

Considering that the conference is being held the Thursday and Friday before
Memorial Day Weekend 1993, members who do not live within commuting distance may
wish to consider staying at the Hotel Harrington, at 11th and E Street, N.W,, half a block
north of Pennsylvania Avenue and three from the Archives. The Harrington (at
[800] 424-8532 or [202] 628-8140) advertises in the Sunday New York Times a special rate
of $59.50 (plus tax) per couple per night, any night, not just weekends, minimum stay, two
nights, including free continental breakfast and free parking in the garage next door.
According to the Harrington’s group sales manager, there are currently no plans to change
the special NYT rate, which must be requested when registering, and although no block of
rooms is being set aside for conference participants, those making timely reservations at the
special rate will be very welcome.

In the conference program below, only the platform speakers in the third of the six
conference sessions are named. Not only have the other participants not been identified,
but the paper titles themselves are by no means cut in stone. As explained at the 1991
annual meeting, when the program was presented and accepted, the titles indicate the
coverage the program committee proposes, but are subject to revision or even substantial
modification, depanding on the perspectives of the speakers and the nuances of their
papers.

THE PROGRAM COMMITTEE WOULD WELCOME ANY SUGGESTIONS OR
NOMINATIONS FOR PARTICIPATION. PLEASE SEND THEM DIRECTLY TO
DONALD S. DETWILER, DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY, SOUTHERN ILLINOIS
UNIVERSITY AT CARBONDALE, CARBONDALE, ILLINOIS 62901, OR TO
D. CLAYTON JAMES, DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY AND POLITICS, VIRGINIA
MILITARY INSTITUTE, LEXINGTON, VA 24450.

The proposed program for the two conferences is as follows:




AMERICA AT WAR, 1941-1945
Two Conferences Based in Part on Recently Opened NARA Records

Conference[s] Director: Robert Wolfe

FIRST CONFERENCE, MAY 27-28, 1993
FROM THE BEGINNING TO THE "END OF THE BEGINNING," 1941-1943
Thursday, May 27, 9:00-12:00 A.M.

Greetings
The Archivist of the United States
The Chairman of the World War Two Studies Association

Introduction
The Conference Director

Session I: From Disaster to Turnabout in Asia and the Pacific
"“Day of Infamy’: A Failure of Intelligence or a Pretext Gone Awry?"
"American Intervention in East Asia"
[Break]
"Fallback and Turnabout in the Pacific"
Comment
Discussion

Thursday, May 27, 1:30-5:00 P.M.

Session [I: Welding the Wartime Alliance
"An ‘English-Speaking Union’ for War"
"Mobilizing the Americas Against the Axis"
"From Atlantic Charter to U.N. Joint Declaration"
Comment
Discussion

[Break]

Session III: National Archives Resources for the History of the Second World War
Chair: Don W. Wilson, Archivist of the United States
Panel: Timothy P. Mulligan, "Military Records"
David Langbart, "Diplomatic Records"
William H. Cunliffe, "Non-Textual Records"
Questions and Discussion
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Thursday, May 27, 7:00-9:30 P.M.

Session IV: Press, Radio, and Cinema: Reporting and Promoting War (presentations
illustrated with press, radio, and film selections)

"Henry Luce: The William Randolph Hearst of World War II?"

"Voice of America, 1941-1945: Truth in Propaganda?"”

"Why We Fight: Newsreels and Other Documentaries"

Comment

Discussion

Friday, May 28, 9:00-12:00 A M.

Session V: Arsenal of Democracy
"American Capitalism’s Finest Hour? Wages versus Prices"

"Women in Wartime: WAACS, WAVES, and Rosie the Riveter”
Comment
Discussion

[Break]

Session VI: Civil Rights and Asylum Under Wartime Security
"Cotton Fields to Detroit: Rural to Urban Ghetto?"
"Nisei, Issei, and Other ‘Enemy Aliens™
"Immigration Quotas or Anti-Semitism? The Failure to Provide a Safe Haven for
European Jewry"
Comment
Discussion

Friday, May 28, 1:30-4:45 P.M.

Session VII: Stepping Stones to Europe
"Engagement in the Atlantic: From Non-Belligerence to Belligerence"
"The ‘Soft Underbelly’ of Europe”
Comment
Discussion

[Break]

Session VIII: Midway in the War: A Review of Our First and a Preview of Our Second
Conference
Panel with audience discussion

Adjournment of First Conference




SECOND CONFERENCE, FALL 1994 OR SPRING 1995
FROM THE "BEGINNING OF THE END" TO THE END, 1943-1945

DAY ONE, Morning (9:00-12:30)

Greetings
The Archivist of the United States
The Chairman of the World War Two Studies Association

Introduction
The Conference Director

Session I: Know Thy Enemy: Intelligence Operations
"Human Intelligence: A.k.a. ‘Spies™
"Signal Intelligence: MAGIC AND ULTRA"
[Break]
"Scientific and Technical Sources: FIAT, CIOS, and BIOS"
"Captured Enemy Documents"
Comment
Discussion

DAY ONE, Afternoon (2:00-5:00)

Session 1I: Victory in Europe
"Toward a Second Front in Europe: The Controversies over Allied Strategy”
"Bombing Fortress Europe"
[Break]
"“Liberators and Conquerors The American Crusade in Europe"
Comment
Discussion

DAY ONE, Evening (7:00-9:30)

Session III: Entertainment Supports and Exploits the War (presentation, with comment
by a panel of media historians, of World War II music and film selections)

"Hollywood at War: Mix Well, Muscle and Sentiment"

"Music Reflects the Moods: War Drums and Love Songs"

Discussion

DAY TWO, Morning (9:00-12:00)

Session 1V: Victory over Japan
"Island-Hopping Back to the Philippines"
"Campaign Across the Pacific"

[Break]
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"Finale in East Asia"
"Air Warfare and Atomic Bombing"

Comment
Discussion

DAY TWO, Afternoon (1:30-4:45)

Session V: American I eaders and Commanders in the Second World War
"Roosevelt as Commander in Chief"
"Marshall, MacArthur, and Eisenhower: A Study in Contrasts"
"King, Nimitz, and Arnold: Global War at Sea and in the Air"

Comment
Discussion

[Break]

Session VI: The Good War? Changing Interpretations from the Onset to the End of the

Cold War

Panel with audience discussion

Adjournment of the Second Conference

Dec. 27-30, 1992

Spring 1993

April 15-18, 1993

May 21-24, 1993

June 3-4, 1993

Jan. 6-9, 1994

OTHER CONFERENCES
American Historical Association annual meeting, Washington, D.C.

"Technology, Strategy, Operations, and Tactics in a World at War,
1914-1945," Conference of the Midwest Consortium on Military
History. Contact John F. Guilmartin, Jr., Department of History, Ohio
State University, Columbus, OH 43210.

Organization of American Historians annual meeting, Anaheim,
California

"Allies and Alliances." Annual meeting of the Society for Military
History. Contact W. A. B. Douglas, Director of History, National
Defence Headquarters, Ottawa, Canada K1A OK2; (613) 998-7044.

"World War II: A 50-Year Perspective." Contact Thomas O. Kelly
II, Department of History, Siena College, 515 Loudon Road,
Loudonville, NY 12211-1462.

American Historical Association annual meeting, San Francisco,
California
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