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GENERAL INFORMATION

Established in 1967 "to promote historical research in the
period of World War II in all its aspects," the American
Committee on the History of the Second World War is a private
organization supported by the dues and donations of its mem-
bers. It is affiliated with the American Historical Associa-
tion, with the International Committee for the History of the
Second World War, and with corresponding national committees
in other countries, including Austria, Belgium, Canada,
France, East and West Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Po-
land, Romania, the Soviet Union, Spain, and the United King-
dom. The ACHSWW meets annually with the American Historical
Association.

THE NEWSLETTER

The ACHSWW issues a semiannual newsletter (assigned Interna-
tional Standard Serial Number [ISSN] 0885-5668 by the Nation-
al Serial Data Program of the Library of Congress). Back
issues of the newsletter are available through the ACHSWW
Archivist (at the address on the letterhead) from Sunflower
University Press. The first eighteen issues (1968-1978) are
available as a spiral-bound, 360-page xerox paperback (ISBN
0-89126-060-9) for $36.00. Subsequent back numbers may be
ordered as single, unbound issues for $3.00 each. (There is
no postal charge for prepaid orders to U.S. addresses; there

is a $4.00 shipping charge for orders to foreign and Canadian
addresses.)

MEMBERSHIP

Membership in the ACHSWW is open to anyone interested in the
era of the Second World War. Annual membership dues of

$10.00 are payable at the beginning of each calendar year.
(Students with U.S. addresses may, if their circumstances
require it, pay annual dues of $%$2.00 for up to six years.)
There is no surcharge for members abroad, but it is requested
that dues be remitted directly to the secretary of the commit-
tee (not through an agency or a subscription service) in U.S.
dollars. (The newsletter, which is mailed at bulk rates with-
in the United States, will be sent by surface mail to foreign
addresses unless special arrangements are made to cover the
cost of airmail postage.) A membership renewal form is regu-
larly attached to the fall newsletter.




COMMITTEE ELECTIONS

The eight directors listed in the lower left-hand margin of
the first page of this newsletter were elected to three-year
terms from January 1989 through December 1991.

THE 1988 ANNUAL MEETING

The annual meeting of the ACHSWW was held in 1988 in conjunc-
tion with that of the American Historical Association in Cin-
cinnati, 28-30 December 1988.

The Business Meeting

Prof. Arthur L. Funk of the University of Florida convened
the 1988 business meeting at 5:00 p.m., Wednesday, 28 Decem-
ber, in Buckeye Room A of the Hyatt Regency. The secretary
and newsletter editor, Prof. Donald S. Detwiler of Southern
Illinois University at Carbondale, gave the treasurer's re-
port, which was unanimously accepted.

Prof. Funk noted that the AHA Program Committee had
scheduled two joint sessions with the ACHSWW for the current
annual meeting: the first on Wednesday afternoon, just prior
to the business meeting, and the second on Friday afternoon,
the 30th. At Prof. Funk's invitation, Prof. Gerhard L. Wein-
berg of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill com-
mented briefly on the joint session that had just ended, "The
Munich Crisis After Fifty Years," at which he had given a pa-
per with the same title. He mentioned that the session had
been well attended even though it had been scheduled at the
same time as the session on the Waldheim case, which was also
of interest to World War II historians, and in which Brig.
Gen. James L. Collins, Jr., a fellow director of the ACHSWW
(and a member of the Waldheim Commission) had participated.
Prof. Detwiler, as program chairman for 1988, announced that
Prof. Alvin D. Coox of San Diego State University unfortunate-
ly would be unable to return to the United States from Japan,
where he was on a Fulbright professorship, to participate in
the session on Friday, "World War II in the Far East: Chen-
nault, China and Air Power."

Turning to future meetings, Prof. Funk, as program chair-
man for the 1989 annual meeting (which is to be held in San
Francisco), announced that he had submitted to the AHA pro-
gram committee a proposal for a joint session on "The Origins
of the Second World War--A Fifty-Year Retrospect." It is to
be chaired by Mrs. Agnes F. Peterson of the Hoover Institu-
tion at Stanford. The session is to be based on a major paper
that Prof. Norman A. Graebner of the University of Virginia
has agreed to give. He is currently engaged in research for
a book on the outbreak of the war in 1939. Professors Edward



M. Bennett of Washington State University, Warren F. Kimball
of Rutgers University at Newark, and Williamson Murray of

Ohio State University are to serve as commentators. [The AHA
Program Committee has meanwhile approved the proposed session.]

Regarding a proposal for the December 1990 annual meeting,
together with the AHA, in New York, several possibilities were
considered, including a session that would commemorate the cen-
tenary of the birth of Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1890, but no
formal decision was reached.

The chairman of the ACSWW announced that he had received
an announcement of a conference to be held in Berlin (East)
from 31 August to 4 September 1989, on the seventy-fifth anni-
versary of the outbreak of the First World War and the fifti-
eth of the unleashing of the Second, conducted by the Mili-
tary History Institute of the German Democratic Republic and
the Central Institute for History of the Academy of Sciences
of the G.D.R. Representives of the International Committee
on the History of the Second World War and the International
Commission on Military History were being invited, as well as
scholars from sixteen states in Europe, America, and Asia.
Costs incurred in Berlin by foreign guests would be borne by
the hosts. No detailed information had been provided regard-
ing the program. No one present at the meeting indicated
that he or she would be able to travel to Berlin to represent
the ACHSWW at the East Berlin meeting.

Prof. Detwiler reported that a conference on "The Fif-
tieth Anniversary of the Opening of the Second World War" will
be held at the American College in Paris in September 1989.
[Information on the program of this conference, which has been
organized by Prof. David Wingeate Pike, an ACHSWW member, and
in which historians from Belgium, Britain, Canada, Finland,
France, Germany, Israel, Japan, Poland, the Soviet Union,
Switzerland, and the United States will participate, is pro-
vided elsewhere in this newsletter.]

The chairman of the ACHSWW, who is a vice-president of
the International Committee for the History of the Second
World War, reported on plans for ACHSWW participation in the
program of the International Committee scheduled in conjunc-
tion with the International Historical Congress in Madrid in
August 1990. The theme of the International Committee's pro-
gram for 1990 is "The Road to War: Public Opinion, Attitudes
and Mentalities in Relation to the Future War.'" There are to
be sixteen papers on topics such as "The Future War and Pub-
lic Opinion in Great Britain and France," "The International
Communist Movement, Peace and War," and "The Religious Forces
and the Problem of War." Prof. Funk described the two propos-
als that he had received, in response to a poll of the ACHSWW
directors, for papers to be given at Madrid. The Director of
the Captured German Records Staff at the National Archives,
Robert Wolfe, a specialist on German-American relations, pro-
posed that he present a paper on American attitudes and policy
toward Germany, tentatively entitled "From the Dawes Plan




through Lend Lease to 'Shoot on Sight': The Course of Ameri-
can Relations with the Weimar Republic and the Third Reich.”
Dr. Ronald H. Spector, the Director of Naval History, an au-
thority on the Pacific War, proposed a corresponding paper on
American attitudes regarding a possible war with Japan. It
was agreed that the committee chairman should recommend both
papers for presentation at the Madrid congress and he agreed
to do so.

Prof. Funk announced that the Director of the Belgian
Center for Research and Studies on the History of the Second
World War, Jean Vanwelkenhuysen, had resigned from the post
of President of the International Committee for the Second
World War, to which he had been elected as successor of the
founding president, Henri Michel. The Norwegian historian
Prof. Magne Skodvin of Oslo University has been elected to
serve as Acting President of the International Committee un-
til the next plenary business meeting of the international
committee, which is being held at the time of the historical
congress in Madrid in 1990, when a president can be elected
for a full five-year term.

As a participant, Prof. Funk reported on the symposium
on Soviet-American Relations and the History of World War II
held in Moscow in October. [The summary report of the U.S.
Project Coordinator, Prof. Warren F. Kimball, follows below.]

Gen. Collins reported on the Battle of Normandy Museum
in Caen and the work of the U.S. Committee for the museum and
its advisory Board of Historians, of which he is chairman and
Prof. Funk executive secretary. [A detailed account of the
opening of the museum was carried in the Fall 1988 issue of
this newsletter.]

Dr. Lawrence H. McDonald of the U.S. National Archives,
who had spoken at the 1988 annual meeting on the 0SS Records
Project (and provided a paper and documentation on these rec-
ords for the ACHSWW's Spring 1989 Newsletter), returned for a
follow-up report. 1In addition to an update on the 0SS records
[noted elsewhere in this newsletter], he reported on other mat-
ters pertaining to work on the Second World War at the National
Archives, including the reorganization taking place in conjunc-
tion with the building of "Archives II," the new archives
building under construction (and to be opened in 1994) on the
campus of the University of Maryland at College Park, on the
outskirts of the District of Columbia. He also said that his
National Archives colleague Timothy P. Mulligan, who had been
with the captured German records, has been working since fall
1988 on a guide to American military records of the Second
World War. It is expected to require at least four years to
complete, but should be published during the fiftieth commemo-
ration of U.S. involvement in the war. The guide is to cover
sixty National Archives records groups, largely the records
of military agencies, but some civilian agencies, insofar as
their records pertain directly to the military conduct of the
war. The guide will identify--if not describe--some records



in the custody of federal agencies rather than the National
Archives. The planned guide is to have thirteen chapters:
Strategy and Planning, Administering the Military Establish-
ment, Mobilization and Training, Armaments Production, Guard-
ing the Home Base, Supply and Support Services, Scientific
and Technological Research, Intelligence, the War at Sea, the
War in the Air, the Ground War in Furope and the Mediterra-
nean, the Ground War in Asia and the Pacific, and Occupation
and Reconstruction.

The final action of the meeting was the unanimous approval
of a resolution suggested by Prof. Detwiler and supported by
Gen. Collins and Prof. Weinberg that the committee, through a
letter to the Austrian Embasssy, request publication of the Re-
port of the Waldheim Commission and the related documentation.

The meeting was adjourned a few minutes before 7:00 p.m.

Joint Session of the ACHSWW with the AHA:

World War II in the Far Fast: Chennault, China, and Air Power

At 1:00 p.m. on Friday, 30 December 1988, in Convention Center
North 214, the joint session on the air war in the Far East
was convened by Brig. Gen. Alfred F. Hurley, USAF (ret.), for-
mer head of the history department at the Air Force Academy,
now professor of history and chancellor at the University of
North Texas. He announced that Prof. Alvin D. Coox was in Ja-
pan on a Fulbright professorship beginning on the first of De-
cember and could therefore not participate in the session as
planned; moreover, Prof. Michael Schaller, who had been sched-
uled to comment, had informed him earlier in the day that he
was leaving Cincinnati immediately because of a family emer-
gency. BAs a second commentator (in addition to himself), Dr.
Hurley introduced Dr. Mark Parillo, a member of the department
of history of the University of Alabama, who on short notice
had kindly agreed to participate in the session, offering a
comment on the role of Japanese air power in China.

In her paper on "Chennault and China, 1937-1945," Ms.
Martha Byrd of Davidson, North Carolina, the author of A World
in Flames: A History of World War II (New York: Atheneum, 1970)
and of a recent full-length biography of General Claire Chen-
nault, briefly reviewed Chennault's personal background and his
increasingly frustrating career in the U.S. Army, which ended
in 1937 with his retirement and his decision to accept the in-
vitation to go to China as an aviation consultant to the Chi-
nese government. She then described his vital contribution to
the development of the Chinese Air Force, his leading role in
the establishment of the American Volunteer Group (the "Flying
Tigers," American pioneers in clandestine air warfare) on the
eve of the formal entry of the U.S. into World War II, and
his controversial record, after having been recalled to active




duty in 1942 as a general officer, as the principal American
air leader in China. She explained how Chennault was able to
provide the kind of professional help the Chinese needed in
the air program, and how, in personal terms, he was able to
establish an enduring relationship both with Generalissimo
Chiang Kai-shek and with Madame Chiang, head of the Chinese
National Commission for Aeronautical Affairs. 1In the course
of her paper, Ms. Byrd concisely dealt with many of the is-
sues explained in detail in her biography of Chennault [on
which information is available in the bibliographical section
of this newsletter].

Gen. Hurley introduced Prof. Parillo, noting that he had
completed his doctoral studies at Ohio State University in 1987
under the direction of Prof. Allan Millett, writing a disserta-
tion on the Japanese merchant marine in World War II, which is
now being prepared for publication. 1In the course of his lucid
overview of the role of Japanese air power in China during the
Second World War, Prof. Parillo stated that because the Sino-
Japanese conflict antedated the global conflict by ten years,
it became, along with the Spanish Civil War, a laboratory for
the weapons and theories of air power. The Japanese had no
independent air force: the Imperial Army and Navy Jjealously
guarded their own, separate air services. Their deep-seated
rivalry made any sort of unified aerial branch all but impos-
sible, but the services did see the war with China as an in-
valuable opportunity for testing their air arms.

In his concluding comment, Gen. Hurley noted the extent
to which the use of air power in the China-Burma-India Theater
foreshadowed its subsequent use in clandestine air operations
in the Far East, in Berlin, and in other trouble spots. 1In
assessing the role of Chennault and of air power in the Far
East, one should bear in mind the severely limited resources
available in the China Theater. '"China was the last ally," he
observed, "that received much benefit from the enormous Ameri-
can success in mounting a training and production effort that
both made up for its severe lack of preparation before the war
and helped to swamp its enemies."”

THE WALDHEIM CASE AND THE WALDHEIM COMMISSION REPORT

On Wednesday afternoon, 28 December 1988, just before the annu-
al business meeting reported on above, an American Historical
Association session on Politics and History: The Case of Kurt
Waldheim was held under the chairmanship of Brig. Gen. James L.
Collins, Jr., USA (ret.), former Chief of Military History of
the Department of the Army, who had served as a member of the
Waldheim Commission.

In the first paper, "The Case of Kurt Waldheim: War Crim-
inal or a Cog in the War of Extermination?," Prof. Gerhard Botz
of Salzburg University dealt less with Waldheim's role during




World War II than with what the Waldheim case represents in
contemporary Austria. (An English version of his book-length
study of the problem is to appear as The Waldheim Case: An
Analysis of Austria's Nazi Past [Boulder, Colorado: Westview
Press, 19901, ca. 180 pp., ISBN 0-8133-0654-X.)

Speaking on "The Historian as Waldheim Biographer,'" Prof.
Robert E. Herzstein of the University of South Carolina, au-
thor of Waldheim: The Missing Years (New York: Arbor House/
Wiliam Morrow, 1988), said he had initially become involved
in the Waldheim case as a consultant to the media. He had
soon learned, however, that a case of that sort required long-
term study, and that his short stints as a research consult-
ant were not adequate. What he needed was time to study the
records--without an impossible deadline and without having
someone looking over his shoulder. So he decided to back
away from the public arena and write a biography of Waldheim.
Poing this not only required many visits to the archives, but
also a number of interviews with Waldheim himself. 1In connec-
tion with this personal contact, Prof. Herzstein said, "I
must confess that my task was made easier by a lack of anti-
pathy." He acknowledged that his detachment had led to harsh
criticism, but that it probably would not have been possible
for him to have followed through with his work on Waldheim in
the way that he had, if he had believed that Waldheim had been
"a kind of low-level Eichmann or Heydrich."

The conclusion he reached in the end was that Waldheim
"was an ambitious bureaucrat who had served various masters,
a man caught up in the work of units that committed atroci-
ties, and a careerist who concealed and at times lied about
his past."

In addition, Prof. Herzstein said, he considered that
Waldheim had been "an accessory to the commission of illegal
activities," even though he may have been an unwilling acces-
sory. There was no doubt about his having assisted in depor-
tations, executions, and reprisals. But even though Waldheim
had facilitated these actions, he had never ordered them, nor
been in a position to do so. Moreover, said Prof. Herzstein,
"Waldheim was not a Nazi'--clearly stressing the not. Most
of Waldheim's act1v1t1ty, according to Herzstein, was normal
military-bureaucratic work. Although it was obv1ous that
Waldheim could not have been innocent about the perpetration
of war crimes, '"the man should not be confused with the real
criminals, for that trivializes the nature of their crimes
and diminishes respect for the sufferings of their victims."

Among the issues brought out in the discussion following
the two papers was concern that the final report drawn up (in
German) by the Waldheim Commission, together with the support-
ing documentation, had not yet been formally published. At
the ACHSWW business meeting held later the same afternoon, a
resolution calling for publication of the report was unani-
mously adopted. 1In January 1989, the ACHSWW chairman wrote
to the Austrian Embassy in Washington, requesting that the




"Austrian Government . . . make available the complete text,
with annexes, . . . to historians.”

On 17 February 1989, Dr. Ferdinand Trauttmansdorff, Coun-
selor for Cultural Affairs of the Austrian Embassy, 2343 Massa-
chusetts Ave., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20008 (202 483-4474), re-
sponded to Prof. Funk that, after having consulted the compe-
tent authorities, he could provide the following information:

"The Commission of Historians was created for the sole
purpose of submitting an expert opinion to the Austrian Feder-
al Government. The Report therefore remains at the Govern-
ment's disposal. Immediately upon its submission, the Report
was made public by the Federal Government. Since then, the
report, including its annexes, can be obtained free of charge
through the Federal Press Service (Bundespressedienst),
Ballhausplatz 1, A-1014 Wien [i.e., Vienna, BAustria], Telex:
847/75585. More than a thousand copies of the report have
already been distributed to interested parties. Hence, the
report is freely accessible also to historians all over the
world. The Austrian Government does not plan any other steps
with regard to this Report."

Dr. Trautmansdorff added that this information might be
included in the newsletter of this committee, and that one
should feel to contact him if the Embassy could be of any
further assistance in this matter.

Meanwhile, at the request of the newsletter editor, Brig.
Gen. James L. Collins, Jr., USA (ret.) kindly prepared the fol-
lowing report on the work of the Waldheim Commission and on his
view of the case and its implications--not least for the sol-
dier engaged in a war in which atrocities are committed.

The Waldheim Affair

by
James L. Collins, Jr.

In the late summer of 1987 an International Commission of Mil-
itary Historians was formed to look into the actions of then
German Army Lieutenant Kurt Waldheim during the period 1942-
45, The Chairman of the Commission, who alone selected the
other Commission members, was chosen by the Austrian govern-
ment in July of 1987. He was Dr. Hans Rudolf Kurtz, a jurist
by training who had retired from the Swiss military as head
of their Military Library, of which the Military Historical
Service was an element. Dr. Kurtz has attended a number of
international meetings both of the Committee on the History
of the Second World War and of the Commission on Military
History. As a result, most of the members he chose to serve
on the Waldheim Commission were active in one or both of




those international bodies. The member from West Germany, Dr.
Manfred Messerschmidt, was Chief Historian of their Military
History Office. As Waldheim had served in the German Army and
most of the German military archives were under his supervision
at Freiburg im Breisgau, he was a logical first choice. Profes-
sor Jehuda Wallach, President of the Israeli Military History
Commission, who had access to Holocaust documentation, and Pro-
fessor Gerald Fleming of Great Britain, who had written exten-
sively on the Hitler era, were also early choices. A Belgian,
Dr. Jean Vanwelkenhuyzen, then President of the International
Committee on the History of the Second World War, was a citi-

zen of a country, like Switzerland, which had no direct involve-
ment with Waldheim's past. The U.S. National Archives had been
the repository of the World War II captured German documents be-
fore they were returned to West Germany and still retained mi-
crofilms of most of them. Thus Mr. Robert Wolfe, then Assistant
Director of the Military Archives Division and a scholar of inter-
national reputation, would have been the logical American member
of the Commission. However, as an active federal employee he was
forced to decline the invitation. As a second choice, Brigadier
General James L. Collins, Jr., a retired officer, was able to ob-
tain U.S. government permission to join the Commission. In addi-
tion to having served for a dozen years as the U.S. Army's Chief
of Military History, in 1987 he was President of the U.S. Commis-
sion on Military History and was known to Dr. Kurtz.

Farly in September of 1987 the Commission met as a group
for the first time in Vienna. They discussed their mission, al-
located tasks, deplored the Yugoslavian government's unwilling-
ness to allow a Yugoslav historian to join our group, and decided
to invite a Greek historian (of German extraction) to attend ses-
sions as an "expert." He could not be made an official member of
the Commission, as the act of the Austrian parliament authorizing
the Commission stipulated six Commissioners. However, Professor
Haagen Fleischer of the University of Crete was treated for all
intents and purposes as a full member.

After several days filled with meetings the Commission mem-
bers dispersed to their various countries to pursue their investi-
gations using national resources. For the U.S. member this meant
primarily the National Archives and hopefully the results of the
extensive research into the Waldheim affair conducted by the World
Jewish Congress. Unfortunately, the WJC was not very helpful,
prejudging the International Commission of Historians to be a
"whitewash operation." However, some individuals, such as Profes-
sor Herzstein, who had done research work for the WJC, were most
cooperative.

One of the criticisms of the Commission was that it had no
written terms of reference, although all members of the Commission
were in agreement from the first meeting on what had to be done.
Thus, at the second meeting in late October, the need for specific
terms of reference was discussed and the scope generally agreed
on, although they were not finalized and signed by the chairman
until the third meeting, in early December 1987. They were:

10




The International Commission of Historians

designated to establish

the Military Service of Lieutenant Kurt Waldheim

Terms of Reference

This independent Commission has been established to
determine the facts concerning the wartime service of Kurt
Waldheim and of his participation in National Socialist
organizations. The political content of his doctoral
dissertation will also be examined.

The Commission may interview witnesses and examine
documentary evidence in National and private archives without
restraint.

The Austrian Foreign Ministry, while defraying the expenses
of the Commission, has no power to alter the final report of
the Commission.

Vienna, December 3, 1987

Prof. Dr. Hans Rudolf KUR?Z
President of the Commission

[11]



These terms of reference were somewhat expanded from the
request of the Austrian government to the Commission, which
in effect asked whether Dr. Waldheim committed any war crimes
in the period 1942-45. This expansion caused some consterna-
tion when the report was submitted, as many officials felt
the Commission had exceeded its mandate. However, the mem-
bers of the Commission felt they could not carry out a tho-
rough job without looking at some events prior to 1942.

There was no inguiry into Dr. Waldheim's actions during the
Russian campaign, as little documentation was available.

Meetings of about a week apiece were held in October and
late November. Witnesses who had served with Lt. Waldheim or
had knowledge of his service were interviewed. Previously un-
known documents, principally from Yugoslavia, started to sur-
face and it was agreed the work would not be complete without
a further check of those repositories. Two Commission mem-
bers visited the archives in Belgrad and Zagreb and reported
back at the final meeting in late January.

Not much of significance came to light, but this activity
ty apparently galvanized several Yugoslav researchers and jour-
nalists to attempt to sell items of dubious authenticity to var-
ious media representatives. In fact, a copy of a message pur-
porting to show that Lt. Waldheim had directed the movement of
refugees, hostages, and prisoners to concentration camps was
reportedly sold to a German newspaper for about $30,000 (this
telegram was later determined to be a forgery). Other, simi-
lar papers were alleged to be in Yugoslavia, either in offi-
cial archives or in the hands of private individuals. As a
result, the Commission decided to send a member to check out
again the principal archives and sources in Zagreb. The re-
sults were not dissimilar to the earlier visit. Many allega-
tions but little to back them up.

Ten days before finishing the report, the Commission in-
terviewed President Waldheim. The scheduled two-hour meeting
stretched into almost four but did not add substantially to
available knowledge. The answer given to many guestions was
"I was not there then," "I knew nothing about it," or "I do
not remember." There was little of importance derived from
this meeting which the Commission had hoped would clear up
guestions on the activity of Lt. Waldheim and his knowledge
of war crimes and atrocities committed by the Wehrmacht in
the Balkans.

The report was finished on the 8th of February and pre-
sented to the Chancellor of Austria that evening. A courtesy
call on President Waldheim with a copy of the report was
made later by the Commission Chairman accompanied by several
members.

Among the conclusions of the report was that no facts
pointing to the direct involvement of Lt. Waldheim in war
crimes were found. While additional documents may eventually
turn up, based on the evidence at hand there was no "smoking
gun." On the other hand, documents were found indicating
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that Lt. Waldheim, contrary to his earlier protestations, had
knowledge of atrocities. Nothing could be found indicating he
had tried to put an end to these illegal acts or to disasso-
ciate himself from them. However, it must be conceded that
although he held a relatively important position as an intel-
ligence officer in the headquarters of an army group in the
Balkans, it was not a policy-making position and he had no com-
mand authority. He was the officer who prepared the daily in-
telligence report and could not help knowing of the brutal re-
prisal measures taken against the Greek and Yugoslav populace.
The execution of hostages and the indiscriminate slaughter of
women and children--at a ratio of 100 initially and later of
50 for each German casualty--was directed by the German High
Command and Lt. Waldheim had no capability of changing the
order.

The Commission concluded that President Waldheim had at-
tempted to cover up his service in the Balkans and had not
been candid about his past. The record showed that in answer-
ing questions about his wartime activities after they first
surfaced, his responses were incomplete, evasive, and frequent-
ly misleading. It was only after being faced with documentary
evidence that his memory improved and then only selectively.

After publication of the Commission's report, it was al-
leged that a certain conclusion had been changed as a result
of pressure from the Austrian government. This was incorrect.
An early draft of the conclusions had somehow reached the med-
ia. One of these conclusions dealt with Waldheim's '"moral
culpability." After discussion within the Commission it was
agreed that as the members were not jurists, neither were they
theologians, any conclusions about moral culpability had no
place in the report. That conclusion was then deleted before
any information surfaced that anyone in the Austrian govern-
ment was unhappy with that conclusion.

It certainly is the duty of an officer to refrain from
activities contrary to the laws and customs of war. He should
actively oppose any such actions he observes and the excuse of
"only following orders" is not valid. However, it must be re-
membered that conditions under Hitler were not those usually
encountered in Western Civilization. People were executed for
such crimes as listening to radio broadcasts of the BBC. Ven-
geance for infractions of Nazi rules was visited not only on
the violator but on his or her family as well. The withhold-
ing of ration cards in the "Greater Reich'" during wartime was
a powerful persuader. Additionally, warfare in the Balkans
was a brutal matter on both sides. The rage and frustration
of the German military at being ambushed by unseen assailants
who melted into the brush, at being shot at by guerilla snip-
ers, at discovering a missing comrade chopped into pieces is
quite understandable. While the German reprisal actions were
inexcusable, it would take a singularly courageous lieutenant
staff officer to actively oppose them. After the war, war
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crimes tribunals tried some of the commanders in the Balkans.
A number were executed, including General Lohr, who was the
Army Group Commander on whose staff Lt. Waldheim served. How-
ever, his chief of staff and his immediate superior were nev-
er tried as they had no command authority. It is doubtful if
they would escape trial today, as the Nuernberg Tribunal es-
tablished the war crime category of "aiding and abetting" a
war crime or a crime against humanity, to put it in layman's
language. While atrocities will continue to occur even in
the best regulated armies, they must be actively condemned
and the perpetrators punished, as in the My Lai incident in
South Vietnam. Hopefully, these incidents will decrease and
never reach the level of the atrocities in the Balkans during
the Second World War.

In conclusion, the International Commission of Military
Historians worked long and hard to develop the facts of the
wartime service of Lt. Kurt Waldheim in the Balkans. The Com-
mission felt the facts did not indicate that he participated
in any war crimes, nor did he actively oppose any of the
atrocities committed by the troops under the command of the
headquarters of which he was a member. After the war he at-
tempted to bury his service in the Balkans and was afflicted
with selective amnesia about that period. The Commission's
conclusions were unanimously agreed to by the members, no
mean feat, as getting a half dozen fiercely independent mili-
tary historians to agree to anything--even where to go for
dinner--is quite extraordinary.

[signed:] James L. Collins, Jr.
Middleburg, VA
4 March 1989

SYMPOSIUM ON SOVIET-AMERICAN WARTIME RELATIONS (OCTOBER 1988)

Professor Warren F. Kimball of Rutgers University (and, during
1988-89, Pitt Professor of American History and Institutions at
Cambridge University, England), has kindly provided the follow-
ing summary report on the Third Soviet-American Symposium on US-
USSR Relations and the History of World War II. Prof. Kimball
is the U.S. Project Coordinator for this series of conferences.
"This was the third of a projected six symposia on the
United States and the Soviet Union during World War II, spon-
sored in the USSR by the Soviet Academy of Sciences and in
the U.S. by the ACLS/IREX. This meeting was held in Moscow,
USSR, 16-25 October 1988. The subject was Soviet and Ameri-
can relations--diplomatic, military, and cultural--leading up
to and during the conferences in Moscow, Cairo, and Teheran
in late 1943. Following the format of previous conferences,
papers were exchanged in advance to allow time for transla-
tion, brief (10-15 minute) oral summaries were given at the
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symposium, and then lengthy discussion followed. Eleven Amer-
ican scholars participated, and nine Soviet scholars present-
ed papers. The meetings were held in Moscow at the Central
House for Tourists, a very large hall where the facilities
were excellent (if a bit cavernous). Soviet hospitality was
warm and genuine, and included an invitation to dinner for

the entire delegation at one or the other homes of two Soviet
historians.

"The broad topics dealt with in the papers included (a)
Second Front arguments and decisions, (b) postwar planning,
including matters of international organization, postwar Ger-
many, and economic reconstruction, (c) media/cultural images
in both the U.S. and the USSR, (d) strategic issues in the
Pacific War, and (e) evaluations of Soviet historical sources.

"Although none of the Soviet papers contained evidence
that demonstrated new archival material, the tone and quality
of the papers and discussions indicated that glas'nost is hav-
ing a salutary effect. On a number of occasions Soviet his-
torians publicly disagreed with each other when one or the
other supported an American argument. More important, it was
the consensus of the American delegation that, for the most
part, the scholarly level of the Soviet papers was very good.
In fact, in some cases members of the American delegation
have encouraged the Soviet scholars to submit their piece for
publication in American scholarly journals. Moreover, we re-
main convinced that Soviet historians welcome our public pres-
sure in support of their efforts to gain access to Soviet ar-
chives. We were told tat a senior Soviet historian is lead-
ing a group of researchers 'in the Foreign Ministry archives.'
Time will tell precisely what that means.

"Equally constructive are the various initiatives for
joint publication that have gotten underway as a direct re-
sult of this project. 1In addition to continued publication
in the Soviet Union of many of the American papers, two publi-
cation projects have gotten past the talking stage. One, sug-
gested by some Amerian participants, calls for the transla-
tion into English and publication of those new documents con-
tained in two recent Soviet (Russian-language) collections of
documents on U.S.-Soviet and Anglo-Soviet relations during
World War II. Soviet historians understand American require-
ments that this include access for the American editors to
the original documents, and negotiations on specifics as well
as a possible broadening of the project are underway. The
second projected publication, suggested by the Soviets, is a
series of essays on Soviet, American, and British history dur-
ing the war, written by historians from each country. That
too is being discussed by a group of historians from the
three countries.

"The Fourth Symposium will examine Soviet-American rela-
tions--diplomatic, cultural, and military--during 1944. It
Wwill be held in the United States at a place and time to be
determined. . . ."
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FUTURE CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS

American Historical Association Meetings, 1989-1991

In a February 1989 mailing to affiliated societies, the AHA
announced that at the annual meeting in December 1989 at the
San Francisco Hilton & Towers the room rates will be $54.00
for a single, $64.00 for a double, and $%$20.00 for each addi-
tional person. The annual meeting in December 1990 is sched-
uled to be held at the New York Hilton & Towers in Rockefeller
Center, with a convention rate of $68.00 for single rooms and
$82.00 for doubles. The annual meeting in December 1991 will
be held at the Chicago Hilton & Towers (formerly the Conrad
Hilton). "In the final phase of the bidding," wrote Ambassador
Samuel R. Gammon, Executive Director of the AHA, "the Hilton
was able to offer us single rooms at $57.00 a night, appre-
ciably under the best price of the Washington, DC Sheraton."
Dr. Gammon added that a poll of AHA members taken last
fall regarding the December 27-30 dates for the annual meet-
ing (since 1888) had been inconclusive. A further poll is to
be conducted later in 1989 to see if another set of dates com-
mands greater support. In any case, there will be no change
in the time of the annual meeting of the AHA [and of the
ACHSWW, which meets with it] before 1992 at the earliest.

International Conference in Paris, September 1989

The Second International Conference on International Relations,
entitled "Fiftieth Anniversary of the Opening of the Second
World War," is to be held at the American College in Paris, 26-
30 September 1989, under the chairmanship of Professor David
Wingeate Pike.

There are to be seven sessions. Prof. Klaus-J6rg Miiller
of the University of the Bundeswehr in Hamburg and Prof. John A.
Lukacs of Chestnut Hill College, Pennsylvania, are to be among
the participants in the first, on "The Road to War." General
Dimitri Volkogonov, Director of the Institute of Military His-
tory in Moscow, is to deliver a paper in the session on "The
Abandonment of Poland and the Phony War." The participants
scheduled for the session on "The Nippo-Soviet Pacts and the
Reaction of Nazi Germany" are Academician Sergei L. Tikhvinsky,
Moscow, and Professors Yutaka Akino and Sumio Hatano from Tsu-
kuba University, Bernd Martin from Freiburg University, and
Donald S. Detwiler from Southern Illinois University at Carbon-
dale. Professors 0Olli Vehvilainen of the University of Tampere
and John C. Cairns of the University of Toronto are to partici-
pate in the session on "The Finno-Russian War." Sessions are
scheduled also on "Poland under Occupation," on "The Implica-
tions of the Soviet-German Pacts for the Western European Demo-
cracies," and on "The Italian Question."
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The official languages of the conference will be English,
French, and Russian. Professional interpreters are to be at
hand. Plans are being made to publish the proceedings. For
information, please contact Prof. David Wingeate Pike, Chair-
man, 1989 Conference, The American College in Paris, 31, avenue
Bosquet, 75007 Paris, France.

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

U.S. Air Force Historical Research Center Research Grants

The USAF Historical Research Center (USAFHRC) announces re-
search grants to encourage scholars to study the history of
air power through the use of the USAF historical document col-
lection at the Center. The Center will make several awards

up to $2,500 each to individuals who meet the criteria in

this announcement and are willing to visit the Center for re-
search during fiscal year 1990 (ending 30 September 1990).
Recipients will be designated "Research Associates of the

USAF Historical Research Center.”

Criteria.--Applicants must have a graduate degree in his-
tory or related fields, or equivalent scholarly achievements.
Their specialty or professional experience must be in aero-
nautics, astronautics, or military-related subjects. They
must not be in residence at Maxwell AFB, Alabama, and be will-
ing to visit the USAF Historical Research Center at Maxwell
for a sufficient time to use the research materials at the
Center for their proposed projects.

Topics of Research.--Proposed topics of research may in-
clude, but are not restricted to, Air Force history, military
operations, education, training, administration, strategy,
tactics, logistics, weaponry, technology, organization, pol-
icy, activities, and institutions. Broader subjects suit-
able for a grant include military history, civil-military re-
lations, history of aeronautics or astronautics, relations
among U.S. branches of service, military biographies, and in-
ternational military relations. Preference will be given to
those proposals that involve the use of primary sources held
at the Center. Proposals for research of classified subjects
cannot be considered for research grants. As a general rule,
records before 1955 are largely unclassified, while many la-
ter records remain classified. Examples of classified sub-
jects include nuclear weapons and war planning, weapon sys-
tems now in the Air Force inventory, and Air Force operations
during the Vietnam War.

Application Deadline.--Applicants can request an appli-
cation from the Commander, USAF Historical Research Center,
Maxwell AFB, Alabama 36112-6678. They must return the complet-
ed applications by 31 December 1989.
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An Editorial Enquiry (World War II in the Pacific)

Professor Richard L. Blanco of the Department of History at
the State University of New York College at Brockport, Brock-
port, NY 14420 (716 395-2377), an ACHSWW member, writes that
he is the editor of a series of encyclopedias entitled "Wars
of the United States," to be printed by Garland Publishing,
Inc., of New York. Having arranged for contracts to be is-
sued to editors for several volumes, including World War IT:
Europe, he is now seeking an editor with expertise on World
War ITI in the Pacific. The planned volume is to be about 850-
900 pages in length and to include some 800 entries about the
war against Japan. Anyone interested in this project should
contact Prof. Blanco directly.

A Search for War Art from Holland

A request has been received from the national museum of the
Netherlands for assistance in the preparation of a special
exhibit on World War II. On 4 April 1989, J. Baruch, Assist-
ant Keeper, Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam, wrote to the ACHSWW: "The
Dutch History department of the Rijksmuseum organises every
year an exhibition about Holland and the Second World War.
The exhibition for 1990 will be about war art. The exhibi-
tion will deal with the theme of what is called 'war art' or
in Germany 'Kunst der Front.' The Allied governments and
some governments in exile, like the Dutch government in Lon-
don, as well as the Nazi government, appointed painters to
record the war on the spot, in as many aspects as possible.
Sometimes private institutions and magazines did the same.
Notwithstanding the advanced techniques in film and photogra-
phy, an old tradition was purposefully continued: besides
news value, war art possessed propaganda value."

"The exihibition," the letter continues, "will pay spe-
cial attention to this aspect of propaganda, together with
the qguestion if and how strongly the war art was subject to
censorship, once it came to exhibition or publication . . . .

"What we are looking for is drawings, paintings, etc.,
made in Holland by official and non-official war artists. . . ."

References have been found to the work of a Combat Art-
ists Corps attached to the U.S. Navy, though they may well
never have been anywhere near Holland, to war artists with the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, who may have been in Holland,
and to a collection of drawings made by artists who worked for
Life magazine. This last collection, if it could be located,
might include some war art from Holland. If anyone has in-
formation on war art made in Holland, or has access to such
works, it would be very much appreciated if photocopies or
photographs, together with information about the artist, could
be sent to J. Baruch, Assistant Keeper, at the Rijksmuseum,
Postbus 50673, 1007 DD Amsterdam, The Netherlands.
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The Journal of Military History

Beginning in January 1989, the journal of the American Mili-
tary Institute is being published by the Virginia Military
Institute and the George C. Marshall Foundation under the
title of The Journal of Military History, with Prof. Henry S.
Bausum of Virginia Military Institute as editor. This journ-
al is a continuation of Military Affairs, which was edited
through 1988 by Prof. Robin Higham of Kansas State Univer-
sity, the Archivist of the ACHSWW and a member of our board;
in recognition of his service to the American Military Insti-
tute, he has been named Editor Emeritus.

Annual membership in the American Military Institute,
which includes a subscription to The Journal of Military His-
tory, costs $25.00; institutional subscriptions are $30.00.
Those interested in reviewing for The Journal of Military His-
tory may request a reviewer's interest sheet from the office
of the editor at the Virginia Military Institute, Lexington,
VA 24450, where a new roster of reviewers is being assembled.

The January 1989 issue of The Journal of Military His-
tory (identified as Vol. 53, No. 1) carries several contribu-
tions pertaining to the Second World War, including articles
on the Army Medical Department and Pearl Harbor, and on P.O.W.
survival in the Far East. Continuing the bibliographical
coverage long provided by Military Affairs, it also includes
a ten-page bibliography of recent journal articles in mili-
ary history by Dr. Alan C. Aimone of the library of the U.S.
Military Academy at West Point, New York.

ARCHIVAL RESOURCES

U.S. National Archives Accessions and Openings

In the Civil Reference Branch, the following State Department
"Lot Files" (Record Group 59), are now open for research:
Spanish and Portuguese Desk Officers' Files, 1942-58 (approxi-
mately four cubic feet); and records of the Legal Advisor Re-
lating to War Crimes, 1942-46 (approximately three cubic feet).

In Record Group 331, Records of Allied Operational and Occupa-
tional Headquarters, World War II, one cubic foot of records
of the Allied Control Commision, Ttaly, 1943-47 has been de-
classified and is now open for research.

In the National Archives Gift Collection (Record Group 200),
the personal papers of General Richard K. Sutherland, 1942-45,
have been declassified. Gen. Sutherland served as Chief of
Staff to General Douglas MacArthur. The size of the collec-
tion is not indicated.
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In the Military Reference Branch, 910 cubic feet of records
of U.S. Army Commands (Record Group 338) that have recently
been declassified are available for research, including 343
cubic feet of Army Corps records, 1941-47, and 491 cubic feet
of records of U. S. Army Commands, including unit histories.

The Civil Reference Branch (202 523-3238) has announced the
accession and availability for research of 217 cubic feet of
records, ca. 1940-53, of the War Assets Administration (WAA)
(Record Group 270), including chronological and subject files
of the Office of the Administrator, WAA historical files, Ad-
visory Council subject files, General Board action files and
transcripts of proceedings, Real Property Review Board files,
and subject files of the Office of Real Property.

The Motion Picture Sound & Video Branch has announced the ac-
cession from the CIA of 406 reels of motion picture film pro-
duced or acqguired by the 0SS during World War II. The films
relate to such subjects as the assessment of Axis industrial,
mineral, and agricultural resources; socioclogical portraits
of the Japanese people; use of military equipment and explo-
sives; and methods of sabotage and training of 0SS agents and
commando units.

The Still Picture Branch has recently opened to researchers
the Marine Corps Photographic Reference File, ca. 1940-58
(Records of the U.S. Marine Corps, Record Group 127), a se-
lection of 3,000 items chosen from the main USMC photographic
files not yet available for research. The reference file
represents selected views related to general USMC activities,
World War II, and the Korean War, with coverage of combat,
equipment, medical activities, prisoners, recreation, etc.

The Herbert Hoover Library, Parkside Drive, P.0O. Box 488,
West Branch, Iowa 52358 (319 643-5301) has recently opened
the Papers of Frank Mason (six cubic feet). Mason served as
an aide to Hoover; he accompanied him on his 1946 survey of
the world food supply situation. His papers contain corres-
pondence with Hoover regarding Allied occupation policies in
Germany and his efforts to collect materials for the Hoover
Institution at Stanford.

The Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, 259 Albany Post Road, Hyde
Park, New York 12538 (914 229-8835), has recently accessioned
and made available to researchers the Papers of Joseph P. Lash
(three cubic feet), including material relating to his writings
and to the Spanish Civil War, as well as drafts of an unpub-
lished autobiography.

In the Legislative Reference Branch (202 523-4185), five cub-
ic feet of the Amerasia Papers Collection (Records of the U.S.
Senate, Record Group 46) have been declassified and are open.
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0SS Records at the National Archives

The work of preparing finding aids for the 0SS records acces-
sioned from the CIA by the National Archives is being done by

a team of volunteers led by a member of the professional staff,
Dr. Lawrence H. McDonald. Appended to this newsletter is a fac-
simile copy of a ten-page document found in the files of the
Washington office of the 0SS Director (Folder 355, Box 573, En-
try E-190), a memorandum on '"Anglo-American Cooperation in East
Asia" by John P. Davies, Jr., a Foreign Service Officer then on
the staff of Lt. Gen. Joseph W. Stilwell, the U.S. commander in
China. 1In the U.S. State Department's Foreign Relations of the
United States: China, 1943 (Washington, D.C.: GPO, 1957), there
is a page-and-a-half memorandum by Davies, "The China and South
East Asian Theaters: Some Political Considerations'" (pp. 188-
89), with an editorial footnote that an unsigned, undated copy
had been transmitted by the Chief of the Far Eastern Affairs Di-
vision to the Secretary of State at the end of December 1943 and
that Davies was in Cairo with Stilwell in November. The append-
ed memorandum evidently was prepared on the eve of the Cairo
conference, at which Churchill and Roosevelt, accompanied by

the Anglo-American Combined Chiefs of Staff, met with Generalis-
simo Chiang Kai-shek and Gen. Stilwell, who was serving as the
generalissimo's chief of staff.

Another impression of the scope of the 0SS records, and
their wealth of detail on the human dimension of the war, has
kindly been provided by one of the ten volunteers preparing
descriptive lists of the nearly 3,000 cubic feet of material
recently accessioned from the CIA.

Stories from the 0SS Records at the National Archives
by

William H. Hassler
National Archives Volunteer

The object of an 0SS mission on 15 Dec 1944 in the vicinity
of Insmingen close to the Mitterwald forest was to report on
enemy intentions, defenses, and dispositions. ZKnowing that
the Germans would very likely allow people bringing food sup-
plies with them to pass through their lines, the 0SS decided
to send two agents in the disguise of sheepherders guiding a
flock of sheep. With the help of a native of Lorraine, forty-
five sheep and a dog were procured and followed in a jeep by
two other 0SS officers on the trip to the American outposts
at the edge of the forest. Rains had recently inundated the
region and the agents had terrific difficulties getting their
flock of sheep under control. They practically had to carry
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them over some of the swollen brooks and nurse them across
bridges. Unfortunately, the entourage was spotted by enemy
observers and a decision was made to cancel the operation.
The 0SS report on this mission concludes: "They presented
gquite a sight when they returned to Metz--an American Lt.
chauffeur, two wet, bedraggled sheepherders, and a large
sheep all squeezed into one jeep. The sheep was presented
to the men by the owner as a small reward for their efforts."
Discovering accounts of 0SS activities like the one above
is rewarding for the ten voluneers at the National Archives
who are writing descriptive lists of 0SS records. The lists
simplify the job of researchers wanting to use the millions
of pages of records now available., During the two years T
have worked on this project with Archivist Larry McDonald, I
have examined hundreds of boxes of 0SS records and prepared
descriptive lists for the following files:
Entry 125 - Field Files: Bern, Stockholm and Caserta
Entry 158 - 0SS Seventh Army Records
Entry 160 - 0SS New York Secret Intelligence Branch
Currently I am working in records of the 0SS Loondon Secret
Intelligence Branch, part of the 742 boxes comprising Entry
190 - Director's Office and Field Station Records. These par-
ticular files contain numerous accounts of 0SS projects as
well as providing glimpses into the daily activities of the
various London offices, including Lt. William J. Casey's ar-
rival in London and his subsequent involvement in 0SS actions.
Sometimes the "unexpected" is discovered in what are of-
ten routine files. For example, several folders in Entry 190
contain daily journals of an 0SS detachment with the Ninth Ar-
my in France, Belgium, Holland, and Germany from late 1944
through the end of the war in Europe in 1945. Along with for-
mal, routine daily summaries of the detachment's activities
prepared for forwarding to higher headquarters, and copies of
incoming and outgoing radio messages, one individual often
wrote a very informal account of his observations of the daily
routine.
The journals begin with the formation of the detachment
on 25 August 1944 and describe its movement from Southampton
across the channel to a landing at Utah Beach. By 6 Septem-
ber the detachment had reached a bivouac area near Liffre and
"set up tents in rain, entire detachment taking hands." Most
of these early journals are handwritten, as are some of the
later ones, but the majority are typewritten. Although there
are copies of orders listing assigned personnel, I have been
unable to pinpoint the specific individual who wrote the jour-
nal. . . . The journals contain detailed accounts of 0SS re-
cruitment and training of agents, movement of 0SS personnel,
relaying of intelligence, etc. Here are descriptions of some
of these activities:
"5 March. Early in the evening, Lt. Col. Clement and Maj.
Jenssen, CIB, . . . roared in with a report that two alleged
British agents were being held at the Schoesberg Civilian
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Interrogation Center after coming into the American lines
after carrying out a mission in Germany. The CO of the de-
tachment immediately went to Heerlen, where he contacted Flt.
Lt. Dunipace, 21V, and acquainted him with the situation,
whereupon they both took off to look over these two jokers.
Both of these agents, after a careful preliminary interroga-
tion, turned out to be London-trained agents {(German national-
ity), one a W/T and the other an observer. They had been par-
achuted into Germany at a point about 10 mi. from Siegen on 2
January at 0300. Upon landing they found themselves about 25
vards from a large building and were immediately fired upon
and had to abandon all equipment in a mad scramble to escape.
From that time till the night of 3-4 March they had made

their leisurely way, by bicycle, to Duisburg, stopping at the
homes of friends and relatives. The black market was patron-
ized for food, costing them 6000 R.M. for the two-month period.
During the entire journey there was only one control . . . .
For papers they carried Army medical discharges, driver's per-
mits, identification cards, and replacement identification
cards (all London-made). Under cover of night, fog, and a
large eastbound convoy, they crossed the Rhine via the Duis-
burg bridge on the night of 3-4 March about 2400. Capt. Puf-
fert, CO, CIC, released the two men (Barth and Schumacher) to
the CO of the 0SS Det., who in turn gave them into the custody
of Flt. Lt. Dunipace, who immediately rushed them to Brussels
for an intensive interrogation."

"22 March. Big news of the day and something that justi-
fied our existence for once. Contacted Godfrey . . . at 2200
and he had a scoop! He had located elements (15-20 tanks,
trucks, supplies) of the elusive 116 Pz Div among other choice
items. We rushed the info to G2. . . ."

In another series of files (Entry 125 - Bern, Stockholm
and Caserta Field Files), I discovered a report that told
about a remarkable young woman who was seeking readmission to
the United States in 1945. 1In June of that year, Aune Irene
Janhonen, a 25-year-old native-born American of Finnish des-
cent, was a refugee in Sweden, where she was applying for re-
gistration as an American citizen and for a passport to re-
turn to the U.S. 1Irene was born in Detroit, Michigan. When
she was 12 in 1932, she accompanied her parents to Russia
together with a group of several hundred people recruited by
the Karelia Aid Association in the U.S. to help build up the
remote and backward Karelia section of Russia, near Finland.
She attended Karelian schools until 1938 when she obtained a
Russian passport to aid in finding employment. She worked as
a secretary and translator for the People's Commissariat of
Trade until evacuated in 1941 to central Russia, due to the
invasion of Russia by Finnish troops. Shortly arter the fami-
ly's return to Karelia a year later, her parents died.

Irene was recruited as a translator for the Russian Army
but was sent to a "spy school" near Moscow and given training
in radio operation and espionage techniques. She was para-
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