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Heina Gat:ltke 
Yale University r.'l" '"nrl1.~1 busi'1e:ss I'1eeting will take ulace on December 28 ,
 
Stanley Hoffmann 1972, between 5:00 ~nd 7:00, in the Jeckson Room of the New
 
Harvard University Orleans }~rriott Rotel. This will come ri~ht ~fter the 
H. Stuart Rughel
Harva.rd University	 "OPE~(,710N TORCH Revisited" session which ;'111 be s'I)onsored
 

by the American Committee as s joint program with the Amer­
MalJrIce MatJoff 
Office of the Chid at ican Historical Association. All members are urged to attend.Military History 

Ernegt MRY' 
Hnrvo.rd Univer.lty	 ~entati~e Agenda 
Louil Morton 
Dartmouth Colh;·ge 

(1) Election of officers and reorganization. ProposalsGeorg£' L. MMRe 
Uni..-erslty of W!scon.iD of the Nominating Committee will be sent out in December be­

Max Salvadorl fore the meeting.

Smith College 

Joh~ L. s~.11 

Unlver,ity of North Carolina (2) Report of the bibliography sub-collUllittee. Janet 
~;-~~~e:'NewYork	 Ziegler. chairman. 
Werner WRrmbruuD 
Pitzt>t' College	 (3) Conference on "orJd "ar II History, June 1973. A con­
Gerhard L. Wetnben	 siderable majority voted for ~ashington, D. C. and approved
University ot Michigan 

the date June 15-16. The National Archives has Offered us 
Gordon Wrl.ht 
Slanlord Uulvenn,.	 the use of their aUditorium and facilities for the meetin~.
 

A number of proposals for sessions have been received. The
 
followin~ have received the most votes and comments:
 

1. Status, -problems, needs of World War II history. 
This might be relatively informal. A ~8nel might eet 
forth some ideas, but most of the session would be de­
voted to discussion from the floor. Sample sUbjects might 
be: Neglected areae in WWlI studies 

Problems of publication. With en average of 200 books 
coming out every	 year. what does the future hold? 

Declassification	 of documents 
Problems in teaching the war period. (The National 

Archives is willing to coo~erete with audio-visual 
demonltr.tione during the meeting. Possibly docu­
mentary film showings could be arranged for the 
Thursday preceding the conference.) 

;, ' 



-------------

-2­

1. (cont.) 

Oral history and the Second World War 
Current trends in interyretation 

2. Problems of espionage and intelligence. Because 80 

many books on this subject have recently appeared, it seems 
appropriate to give a sober jUdgaent. How can the value 
of intelligence and deception be estimated? 

3. ~he Rome Front. There is danger that World War II 
be considered mostly in terms of military action end diplomacy. 
The economic, social, political implications of the war need 
to be considered. 

4. Relations of World War I and World WilT II. Many have 
e~ressed interest in this topic and the u05sibility of exulor­
ing the influence of WWI experience on leaders of WlTI; or on 
similarities and differences of the two conflicts. 

5. "POlitics and Strategy". 'this is the thellle which the 
International Committee will elaborate in 1975 at the Inter­
national Congress of Historical Sciences at San Francisco. 
Should the American Co~ittee start preparation in terms of 
positions and of condidetes for naners? ShOll'_c1 there be 
senarate sessions on Pacific problems as a~ainst the European 
theater? 

Please send in any further sug~estions and recommendations so 
that these may be finally tabulated before discussing the conference 
on the floor of the businese meeting. Is it practical to hold two 
sessions at the same time, or, with a relatively small group, should 
all participants be at the eame meeting? 

OTHER MEETINGS 

As announced in the last Newsletter, the Polish Committee is 
s~oneoring a oonference on Forced Migrations at Zsmosc, October 17­
20. The sponsors have written that representatives from Bel~ium, 

East and West Germany, France, Hungary, Italy, Romania, Czechoslovr.kia, 
Yugoslavia, and the United States will attend. ~here will be a meeting 
of the International Committee on the History of the Second World 
War during the conference. 

;. 
{, 
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AN~OUNCEHEN'rS 

The Marine Corps Ristorical Division has available a free list­
ing of books, palliphlets, and chronologies they have l'repared or 
published on Corps history. 

Requests for the listing, which gives titles, publicat.ion dates 
and "how to order" information, should be forwarded to the 
Commandant of the Marine Co~s (Code RD), Readauarters Marine 
Corus, neshington, D. c. 20380. Some of the listed iteme are 
available free and need not be returned. 

Many of the listed case-bound volumes,which deal with Marine 
operations in World War II and Korea, were printed by the Govern­
ment Printing Office for public sale. Practiaally all of these 
volumes are now ~ut of print and have become collector's items. 
~hey might be available through interlibrary loan or used book­
stores. 

!he American, British, French and German editors of the Germah 
Foreign Ministry Documents recently announced publication of 
Vol. II, Series E, of the Akten zur deutschen aUBw~rtigen Politik 
1918-1942, covering the period March through June, 1942. 
Earlier this year, Vol. V of Series B (March through June 1927) 
was pUblished. It should also be noted that the first volume of the 
German version of Series C has come out, dealin~ with the early 
Nn~i period. It is ba~ed on the earlier En~lish editicn of thet 
Series. 

The editors of the German Documents Project also ~ou]d like to 
call att.ention to the fact thrt editions of ell volumes of their 
publicc t ion. Pl'lst anil future, are limited. El1rly orders, especially 
from rel':'earch libreries, are thus advisable. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

The following annoted bibliogranhy of Soviet Army end r:ilitary 
District Hil"tories has been contributed by Nr. I-licheel Parrish, 
w~o has recently been Bp~ointed director of t~e Indiana University 
rublie ;UfairlS Rese:orch Library at Bloomington. 

--_.,-----_.~._-

---~ 
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Soviet Army and Hilitary District Histories 

It is not known with certainty how many armies were deployed on the 

Soviet side during the Great Patriotic War. We do know that a number as 

high as "70" was used but cannot be sure that all numbers up to "70" were 

used. To complicate the problem', many armies were re-formed more than 

onc~ especially during the difficult period of 1941. We do have, however, 

more complete information about the eU.te units. During the war the Red 

Army deployed 17 guard armies (six of them tank formations) and five assault 

armies. Soviet unit histories have not been uncommon, but until recent years 

they have been mostly confided to smaller units (brigades, divisions and 

corps). In 1962, for the first time the history of an army (2 Tank later 

2 Guard Tank) appeared in print and in recent years the tempo has picked up 

and several histories mostly of the elite guard units have appeared. The 

quality of research is good and use has been made of archival material. Lack 

of index, inadequate maps, and lack of tables in some of the books detract 

from the overall quality. Histories of military districts are a relativelv 

new phenomenon, the first having appeared in 1968. The Soviets have been 

rather sensitive about the distribution of this series obviously because of 

the holocausts that involved the Soviet military leadership during the purges. 

Reading these volumes one cannot help but notice the rapid and sudden changes 

of command for which no reasons are given. The quality of production also varies 

from outstanding (History of the Kiev Military District) to poor (Siberian 

Military District). 
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Histories of Soviet Armies 

Dorogami pobed. Moscow: Voenizdat. 1969. 348pp 

History of the best known of Soviet tank units commanded during most of the 
war by P. A. Rotmistrov and V. T. Vol'skii. The Army took part in the battles 
of Kursk, southern Ukraine, White Russia, Baltics and East Prussia. The book, 
however, says nothing of this Army's predecessor, the 5 Tank Army formed in 
the summer of 1942 as one of the first new large armor formations and deci­
mated by bad leadership in fighting on the approaches of VoroneZh; it also 
says nothing about the second formation of the same Army which spearheaded 
the Southwest front's thrust during the Soviet counter offensive in Stalin­
grad. 

Gvardeiskaia tankovaia. Moscow: Voenizdat. 1963. 24lpp 

History of the 2 Tank (later 2 Guard Tank) Army formed early in 1943, commanded 
during most of the war by S. I. Bogdanov, and taking part in the battles of 
Kursk, Ukraine, Polanri and Berlin. 

Ot Volgi do El'by i Pragi. Moscow: Voenizdat. 1970. 329pp 

History of the 5 Guard Army (formerly 66 and 8 Reserve Army) which fought under 
the command of A. S. Zhadov for the major part of the war taking part in the 
battles of Stalingrad, southern Ukraine, Poland, central Germany and Czecho­
slavakia. 

Ot Volgi do Pragi. Moscow: Voenizdat. 1966. 255pp 

History of the 7 Guard Army (formerly 64) which under the leadership of M.S. 
Shumilov took part in the battles of Stalingrad, Kursk, southern Ukraine, 
Rumania, Hungary, Austria and Czechoslovakia. 

Ot volzhskikh stepei do avstriiskikh Al'p. Moscow: Voenizdat. 256pp 

History of the 4 Guard Armv which took part in the battles of Kursk, Ukraine, 
Hungary and Austria. Unlike most other guard armies, it had an unstable 
leadership and among the men who commanded it include the disgraced former 
Marshal of the Soviet Union G. I. Kulik, and Generals I. V. Galanin, I.K. 
Smirnov and G. F. Zakharov. 

Navstrechu pobede. Moscow: Nauk. 1970. 463pp 

History of the 5 Army which includes among its editor the late Marshal N. I. 
Krylov which commanded it in the latter stages of the war. The book unfor­
tunately omits the first formation of this unit, which, under the able leader­
ship of Maj. General of Tank Troon M. I. Potapov, proved to be such a thorn in 
the s ide of German advance in the Ukraine in the early days of the war. The 
second formation of this Army fought mainly with the West Front and was com­
manded by Generals D. D. Leliushenko, L. A. Goverov, I. I. Fediuninskii, Ia. T. 
Cherevichenko, V. S. Polenov and finally by Krylov. After fighting in many 
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indecisive local engagements, glory carne to the Army during the White Russian 
campaign of summer 1944 and later in the far east against the Japanese. 

Po prikazu Rodiny. Moscow: Voenizdat. 1971. l86pp 

History of the 6 Guard Army, it has the added advantage of including the 
history of its predecessor the 21 Army. The 6 Guard Army commanded during the 
entire war by General 1. M. Chistiakov took part in the battles of Kursk, White 
Russia and in the Ba1tics. 

Semenov, G. G. Lt. General. Nastupeat udarnaia. Moscow: Voenizdat. 1970 

Somewhat different in format from other army histories and appearing in the 
series of "Voennye memuary," the book nevertheless is basically a h:1.story of 
the 3 Assault Army in which the author served during the entire war. The Army 
took part in bitter and inconclusive campaigns as a part of the Northwest Front, 
but achieved final glory in the battle of Berlin. Little use is made of archival 
material and maps are lacking. 

V nastuplenii gvardiia. Moscow: Voenizdat. 1971. 309pp 

History of the 2 Guard Army who under the leadership of R. la. Malinovskii 
was responsible for stopping the German relief attempt of Sta1ingrad. The 
Army formed in Dec. 1942 on the base of the 1 Reserve Army besides the Sta1ingrad 
campaign took part in liberation of Rostov and Crimea, the Soviet summer offen­
sive in White Russia and finally in battlefields of East Prussia. Among its 
commanders besides Ma1inovskii are la, G. Kreizer, G. F. Zakharov, and P. G. 
Chanchibadze. 

Zavizion, G. T. and P. A. Korniushin. 1 na Tikhom okeane ...Moscow: Voenizdat. 
1967. 253pp 

History of 6 Tank (later 6 Guard Tank) army formed in January 1944 commanded 
during the war by Co. General of Tank Troops A. G. Kravchenko which took part 
in battles in southern Ukraine, Rumania, Hungary, Austria, Czechoslovakia and 
later in the far east against the Japanese. 
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Histories of Soviet Military Districts 

Istoriia pribaltiskogo voennogo okruga. Riga. 1968. 3llpp 

History of the Baltic Military District, not available in any open library 
in this country and restricted to "official" use in the USSR. 

Istoriia Ural'skogo voennogo okruga. Moscow: Voenizdat. 1970 345pp 

Based on archival material, this is a solid historical work on the Ural 
Military District except that the coverage for the Thirties is inadequate. 
List of command personnel is given at the end which however does not compen­
sate for the lack of index. 

Kievskii krasnoznamennyi. Kiev: Politicheskoe upravlenie KVO. 1969. 540pp 

A superb and detailed study of the important Kiev Military District whose 
command, at least after the purges, has been a stepping stone for even higher 
positions. Among the commanders include Marshals of the Soviet Union S. K. 
Timoshenko, G. K. Zhukov, A. A. Gerchko, V. I. Chuikov, P.K. Koshevoi and 
I. t. Iakobovskii. The book presents the most detailed Soviet study of the 
early days of the war in the Ukraine accompanied by tables indicating unit 
and command structure starting from divisional level as well as superb maps. 
The book is not exported to the West and its use in the Soviet UnioL is re­
stricted. The author's personal copy gives an indication for the reason 
behind this restriction. According to tables at the end of the book, seven 
out of ten men who cOTInllanded the District between 1918-1940 met "unnatural" 
deaths during the 1937-39 period. A complete index accompanies the book. 

Krasnoznamennyi dal'nevostochnyi. Moscow: Voenizdat. 344pp 

The history of the Red Banner Far East Military District, although based on 
archival material and containing the most detailed Soviet study of the Lake 
Khasas campaign, falls short of being adequate. The terrible purges carried 
by L. Z. Mekhlis resulting in wholesale shifts of cOTInlland are not mentioned 
nor are the names of many of its prominent victims. Also inadequate is the 
coverage of Soviet forces left behind in the far east after Russia realized 
that Japan had no intention of attacking eastward. 

Krasnoznamennii zakavkazkii. Moscow: Voenizdat. 1969. 445pp 

History of Transcaucasus Military District which of course includes military 
activities in this area both during the Civil and the Great Patriotic War. 
The latter events have been covered in more detail by Marshal Grechko's study. 
The Thirties are not well covered for obvious reasons and an indication of 
inadequacies of Soviet archives can be seen on p. 144 when two men who held 
the important positions of the commissar of the district are only identified 
by their last names. 
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Ordena Lenina Leningradskii voennyi okrug. Leningrad: Lenizdat. 1968 

History of the Leningrad Military District, it is not available in a..y open 
library in this country and is also limited to "official" use in the 
USSR. 

Ordena Lenina Moskovskii voennyi okrug. Voenizdat. 464pp 

Not yet exported. 

V plameni i slave. Ocherki istorii Sibirskogo voennogo okruga. 
Novosibirsk: Zap. Sib. 1969. 43lpp 

The most amateurish of the history of military districts lacking cohesion 
and archival research. It is difficult even to find out the structure and 
leadership of this district which played an important part as a training and 
staging area for the Red Army during the war. The oualitv of reproduction is 
about par with the scholarship. 

t1 J ',,- ~";""o:":..... 1 ~:.. 
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