History 533: Topics—Public History
Course:
3 Credits

Semester:
Spring 2005
Instructor:
Bonnie Lynn-Sherow


E-mail: blynn@ksu.edu

Class Times:
Mondays and Wednesdays, 8:05-10:30 pm
Class Dates:
March 9 – May 4
Location:
Eisenhower 211
If a community preserves the integrity of its heritage, that heritage will in turn preserve the integrity of the community.

--Bruce Babbit, former U.S. Secretary of the Interior

Museums are to culture as publications are to the spoken word.

--John Edgar Wideman, author
Everytime someone finds out I’m a history major they ask the same thing, “so, are you going to teach?” Anonymous
COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course is an introduction and overview of the field of public history.  Public history, as opposed to academic history, has distinct methods, theories, and practical applications—local history research methods, archival and collections theory, curatorial practices, historic preservation, museology, memory theory—all of which we will explore.  By focusing on the historical development of the field, how Americans think about their history, current professional practice in the various areas of public history, and the particular skills involved in each of these areas, students will gain a deeper understanding for what public history is and what public historians do.  

COURSE OBJECTIVES
By the conclusion of the course, students should have:

1.) An understanding of what public history is and what public historians do.  
2.) A familiarity with some of the major issues public historians face in their work.  
3.) An understanding of the methods, theories, concepts, and terms that comprise public history.  

4.) An understanding of the basic facts and interpretations associated with important themes in public history.

5.) A greater appreciation for the work of public historians and of the diversity of public history.  

ASSIGNMENTS
1.)
Book Review

Understanding local history methods is important to doing public history.  Early in the class we will read two books on local history.  You will compare and contrast the authors’ interpretation and analysis of local history methods.  Some questions to ponder: What is local history?  How different is it from historical research you have previously conducted?  What is the value of studying local history?  Is there a relationship between local and national history?  What are the key points each author is making?  In your estimation, which author makes a better case, or are they both on the right track?  What can we learn from local history that we can’t learn anywhere else?  Length, 3 to 5 pages.  (This assignment may include a third book for comparison, a published local history book from your home town or county) (20 points)
2.)
Discussion/Annotated Bibliography

All of you will have the opportunity to lead a class discussion on some aspect of public history.  We will begin these student led discussions around the sixth class meeting.  You will choose your topic--exhibits, collections, archives, etc.--and create an annotated bibliography of between 6 and 10 items.  This bibliography will be distributed to your fellow classmates for their benefit.  Remember, this doesn’t just help you, it will help the rest of the class, so do this assignment well.  The discussion will consist of you and/or your group detailing the historical background of your topic, important advancements, and current issues.  Our library has only a few public history books so you might want to begin this assignment as soon as possible to order books through interlibrary loan.  Lastly, you will write two or three short answer questions on your topic that are appropriate for an in-class quiz. (20 points)
3.)
Museum/Exhibit Review

We will visit several local museums throughout the semester.  You will be required to visit one additional museum and review its operation.  If you choose a small city or county museum, review the entire operation.  If you visit a large museum, only review one aspect of the operation; exhibits, archives, etc.  I must approve your selection in advance.  I will distribute a worksheet for analyzing a museum in class.  (20 points)
4.)
Museum Creation

This assignment will be for the whole class as a practicum. We will set aside a few minutes each class period to work on it. You will be given different parts of the project to do and we will compile all our information into one portfolio at the end for the benefit of KSU. Everyone who fulfills their portion of the project will be given full marks.  We will discuss this assignment in more detail in class.  Length, 10 to 15 pages.  (20 points)
5.)
Individual/Group Projects

This is the primary assignment in the class. You may choose to work with a partner or not. If you work with a partner, the expectations for the final product will be proportionately that much higher.  (40 points)

There are several different kinds of public history projects to choose from. I will help you decide which one to pursue based on your individual interests and/or career goals.

1. Archival methods. This assignment will consist of reading several (no less than 5) books and articles on the problems and challenges of archival work.  You will use these books to create a 5-7 page summary of what you have learned. The second part of the assignment is to actually accession and catalogue a collection that has not yet been processed. You may choose the archive you wish to work in. It is up to you to explain to the archivist what it is you have to do for the class, what you have read in preparation and the amount of time you are willing to spend on the collection. You should budget no less than 30 hours of work on this collection. As you work on accessioning the collection, you should keep a log of your hours, what the work was for that day and what challenges you encountered. You should also note those skills you master in the process of doing the job.

2. Nomination to the National Register of Historic Places. As in assignment one, you will be given a list of books to read on the history and practice of placing historic structures on the National Historic register. You will have to hand in a 5-7 page summary of what you have read. The structures you will be working on will be from a list of buildings that have already been through the Preliminary Site Information questionnaire process and have been judged by the state office to be of national importance. The Nominations consist of three parts: a narrative statement that gives the background on the structure and its significance to the history of the U.S.; a narrative description of the structure, its architectural features and a history of changes made over time. The third section is a bibliography of the materials you used. All of this information will need to be correctly entered into the NPS forms and submitted to the State Historic Preservation office for review. In addition, you will have to visit the State preservation officer in Topeka at least once for help with the preparation of your nomination.
3. Museum Installation. This assignment is similar to the others in that you will first have to submit a review of the materials you have read in preparation for the assignment. (5-7 pages). The skill set for this assignment comes in the design, creation and interpretation of an historic event, person or thing for a local history museum, school, business, organization or any other entity that would have an appropriate venue for an installation.


It  will be up to you to find a venue, negotiate for its placement, cost etc. and then follow  through on its installation. You will need to provide me with a log of the time you spend on the project, an outline of the work proposed, a full narrative interpretation for public presentations and photos of the finished display. 

4. Other. To be discussed.

DISCUSSION/PARTICIPATION
Our normal class format will be discussion, so a lot of responsibility for the success of the course will rest with you.  I do not intend to do a lot of lecturing but I will contribute insights that I have gained working as a public historian.  I will do my best to facilitate meaningful discussions, but you must be prepared to work hard and contribute as often as possible.  The most important factor in assessing your contribution overall will rely on the quality and to a lesser extent the quantity of what you have to say.  Keep in mind that raising important questions about our reading may be more important than providing answers.  Learn the value of well thought out questions. 
REQUIRED TEXTS
Kammen, Carol.  On Doing Local History, Second Edition.  Walnut Creek, CA: AltaMira Press, 2003.  
Amato, Joseph. Rethinking Home: A Case for Writing Local History.  Berkeley, University of California Press, 2002.  
George, Gerald and Cindy Sherrell-Leo.  Starting Right: A Basic Guide to Museum Planning, Second Edition.  Walnut Creek, CA: AltaMira Press, 2004.  
RESERVE TEXTS, at Hale Library
Blackaby, James R. et al. eds.  The Revised Nomenclature for Museum Cataloging: A Revised and Expanded Version of Robert G. Chenhall's System for Classifying Man-Made Objects, Reprint Edition.  Walnut Creek, CA: AltaMira Press, 1999.  
Kammen, Carol and Norma Prendergast.  Encyclopedia of Local History.  Walnut Creek, CA: AltaMira Press, 2002.  
Gardner, James B. and Peter S. LaPaglia.  Public History: Essays from the Field, Revised Edition.  Malabar FL: Krieger Publishing Company, 2004
Kammen, Carol.  The Pursuit of Local History: Readings on Theory and Practice.  Walnut Creek, CA: AltaMira Press, 1996.  
Murtagh, William. Keeping Time: The History and Theory of Preservation in America. Preservation Press, 1997.
Grading Scheme:
90 – 100%

A
80 – 89%

B

70 – 79%

C
60 – 69%

D
0 – 59%

F

COURSE SCHEDULE
1.)
Wednesday, March 9
Intro; go over syllabus, assignments, exams, etc.
Discussion, What is public history?

What do public historians do? 

2.)
Monday, March 14

Local history methods

Book: Rethinking Home—group discussion 

3.)
Wednesday, March 16

Local history methods

Attendance at the MAC, Poyntz Avenue, “What will you tear down next?” with Bernd Foerster.
4.)
Monday, March 21

Spring break, no class
5.)
Wednesday, March 23

Spring break, no class
6.)
Monday March 28

Assignment #1 due, book review on local history
Museums, general
Book: Starting Right—student led discussion
7.)
Wednesday, March 30

Museums, continued

Book: Starting Right continued—student led discussion 
8.)
Monday, April 4

Museum visit 
Beach Museum and Riley County Historical Society
9.)
Wednesday, April 6

Presentation to class of projects selected, discussion of museum tours.
10.)
Monday, April 11

Exhibits—student led discussion
Article: Smithsonian “Exhibit Standards,” 2002, and “Standards for Museum Exhibits Dealing with Historical Subjects,” 1997
Education
Article: “Excellence and Equity: Education & the Public Dimension of Museums,” 1992
11.)
Wednesday, April 13

Work on Projects, no class
12.)
Monday, April 18

Work on Projects, no class
13.)
Wednesday, April 20

Museum visit

University Archives—may have to be earlier in the day.

Assignment #2 due, Museum review
14.)
Monday, April 25

Historic Preservation/Architecture—student led discussion
Article: “The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings,” 1990

Cultural Resource Management

http://www.usbr.gov/cultural/
15.)
Wednesday, April 27

Oral History—student led discussion
Article: Selection from The Oral History Manual or Oral History for the Local Historical Society
Heritage Tourism/Commemorations
Article: selection from Destination Culture: Tourism, Museums & Heritage

16.)
Monday, May 2

History and Memory—student led discussion
Article: selection from History Wars
Current issues and future trends

Article: selection from Daedalus, “America’s Museums”
17.)
Wednesday, May 4

Presentation of final projects.
Final Projects due in my office no later than 5pm on Friday, May 6th.
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*Example worksheet for museum exhibit analysis*

100 points

Name:





Date:
Museum:
Exhibit Name:

NOTE:
These questions are a general guide to get you started on your paper.  You are encouraged to add your own criteria and analysis as you go along.  

1.
What is the rationale for this exhibit? What is it “about”?

2.
What sorts of objects are presented? How are they displayed?

3.
What other components are there besides displayed objects? (TV screens, photo montages, audio headsets or ambient music, audience comment books, etc.)

4.
Is labeling/printed info, extensive or brief? What is its tone? How is the viewer addressed by the written portions of the exhibit?

5.
Who do you think is the intended audience for this exhibit? Why do you think that?

6.
Do you think this exhibit successfully “reaches” its target audience? Why or why not?

7.
Who do you think would enjoy/appreciate this exhibit the most? What special knowledge or interests might they bring to the exhibit? Is this audience the same as that that the exhibit appears to be trying to reach?

8.
What is the most striking object/component in the exhibit? Why?

9.
Most exhibits narrate a sort of story or make assertions about something that is deemed important.  This can be thought of as the “argument” of the exhibit.  What you think the underlying argument of this exhibit is.

10.
How does this exhibit relate to others in the museum and/or to the museum site (location) and architectural style?

11.
Where or how do you see the authority and expertise of the curator/museum? Are other sources of authority invoked as well in this exhibit?

12.
Who sponsored the exhibit? Are financial backers noted?

13.
Other issues to be considered, ADA accessibility, children’s component, etc.?
At the end of your review, be sure to give critical analysis.  What did you like and dislike about the exhibit?  What is your overall rating; poor, average, good, excellent?  What would you have done differently, why?  
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*Example Exam*
200 points

Section I – Identifications

From this list of ten items, you must identify five of them.  All of the items come from the readings and discussion material.  You will identify the item briefly, and put them/it in a larger context of public history.  These are worth 20 points each.

1.) AAM



6.)
Charles Willson Peale
2.) Conservation


7.)
Colonial Williamsburg 

3.) Accreditation


8.)
Accessioning 

4.) Leo Dangel


9.)
Curator
5.) AASLH


10.)
CLG
Section II – Essay

From a selection of three topics, you will have to write two essays.  All topics will require you to combine description and analysis as well as to draw evidence from readings and discussions.  Be sure to explain your answers in detail.  These are worth 50 points each.

Required:
1.) You are a public historian (museum curator, etc.) and your boss just gave you a job to do.  S/He wants you to research the history of railroads in Manhattan for use in an upcoming exhibit.  Using your knowledge of local history, write an essay in which you would describe the method for researching this topic.  Where would you go and what would you do?  

Pick one of the following two:
2.) Describe the origins and history of the Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation.  What are they and what are they intended to do?  What is the significance of these Standards?  Are they effective or even necessary?  Is there a better way to preserve cultural heritage?  

3.) What is a mission statement and what does it do?  Is having a clear and concise mission statement important to a museum?  What would happen to a museum without a mission statement?  
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