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	Course Description  
What do you know about Indian People?  More important, where did you get your information?  This course has three main objectives. One: to teach you some of the history of the several hundred different tribal groups who live or lived in what is now North America. Two: to dispel the myths, stereotypes and misconceptions about Indian peoples that surround the average non-Indian student growing up in the United States today and three: to instill a desire in you for accurate information and analysis about a heritage different from your own. These objectives will be met through careful reading of primary and secondary texts, in-class discussion, films, and a field trip to a local Tribal College Cultural Center.


	
Required Texts
There is only one book for this course and it can be found at Claflin's Books and Copies on the corner of Claflin and Denison right near Pizza Shuttle.
1. Major Problems in American Indian History  by Iverson and Hurtado

Other texts and articles will be used in the class but will be distributed by the professor or made available in the Eisenhower Copy Center.


	Grading Scheme
There are no examinations in this class.  You will be evaluated on the quality of your written work, your performance on in-class quizzes and your participation in discussion.

Papers:  There are three papers in the class, two shorter and another longer paper. The first two papers will be two pages in length and the last one will be five pages in length.  All papers must use proper historical format, meaning footnotes and bibliography, correct spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

In class Quizzes:  Each week you will be assigned reading to do. This must be done BEFORE coming to class each week. Quizzes will essentially test your knowledge of the material we have not yet covered in discussion, but that you should know from your reading.  Reading questions on the web page will guide you through your reading and will form the basis of all your quizzes.  There are six unannounced quizzes. Your top five scores will be counted toward your grade.

TAKING NOTES: If you are doing your reading and answering your reading questions in note form, there should be only minimal need to take notes during class time. Bring your pre-answered questions to class each day and supplement them as you need to during class time with information gleaned during discussion. Of course you will need to take notes on the library research you do and you’ll be writing papers, so there is lots of writing to do, just not in lecture note format. I want you to come prepared to TALK, not write down what I say in class.

Participation:  This is essential to this class. You should come prepared each day with something to talk about from the readings (use your study questions to prepare).  You may bring in additional materials or information to share or may bring a question to discuss with the class. The quality of your participation will be judged on how well it stimulates discussion in the class and contributes to a better understanding overall. Half your participation grade will go toward your attendance on the field trip.

Attendance: I take attendance each day.  You will not receive any credit directly for attendance, but more than three unexcused absences will result in the loss of a full letter grade in the course. Five unexcused absences will result in a failing grade for the course.
	

	Reading and Paper Schedule:
July 

3    Intro and Movie: Black Robe

4    No Class.
5    Reading, Chapters  1 and 2

6    Reading, Chapter 3 and 4
10  Reading, Chapter 5

11  First Paper Due, Presentations

12  Reading, Chapter 6 (Finish Presentations if needed)

13  Reading, Chapters 7 and 8

17  Reading, Chapters 9 and 10

18  Reading, Chapter 11

19  Second Paper Due, Presentations

20  Reading, Chapter 12, (Finish Presentations if needed)

24 Reading, John Wunder, Retained by the People, Chapter 1 (photocopy)

Clyde Warrior “We are not Free”, Proclamation to the Great White Father” and President Richard Nixon’s Special Message to Congress (1970)
25  Movie: Pow Wow Highway

26  No Class, Final Paper Due by 5pm in the History Department Office

27  Field Trip to Haskell Indian Nations University, Meet at the corner of Pierre and Houston Streets in the Parking lot on the north east corner at NOON. Bring a lunch to eat in the car if you like.
	


	


	Assignments
There are three written assignments in the course. The first two are shorter, two page assignments which you will present briefly in class.  Your paper is due the day you present it..  The final paper of FIVE pages will not be presented in class but will be handed in to the History office on JULY 26th BY 5PM. ALL CONVENTIONS OF SPELLING, GRAMMAR, PUNCTUATION AND CITATION WILL APPLY. SEE TURABIAN OR THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE FOR HELP WITH HISTORY ESSAYS.

Assignment One.  Due Dates: July 11 and July 12.
A comparative essay of no less than 500 words.  First, you must locate a published article (newpaper, magazine or broadside) that was written before 1848. Your source may be a Colonial newspaper or the Niles National Register. Hale library has several colonial papers on microfilm and microfiche and the Niles is available in Special Collections. The subject of the article, of course, should be related to American Indians.
BRIEFLY Describe the main theme or subject of the article and the evidence the author uses. 
Compare the information in the article to the materials you have read for class or heard in lecture. In what ways are the two sources similar?  In what ways are they different?  What are the pre-suppositions of the newspaper author?  What are the pre-suppositions of your textbook author?  Be sure to use specific examples to support your analysis. Attach a photocopy of your source to your paper.  Be sure to indicate when and where it was published.

Assignment Two. Due Dates: July 19 and 20.
A comparative essay identical to the one above.
Directions.  Find a source dating from 1848 to 1940.  The range of sources will be far greater than for assignment one.  There is a new microfilm collection of Indian related material in the Library—ask at the microfilm desk.  Also, Harpers, New York Times, Atlantic Monthly and Life were all published within this time period.  Make a careful search of periodicals available during this time frame and find a relevant article.
The rest of the directions are the same as above.

Assignment Three. Due Date: JULY 26th by 5PM. 
"Indian fiction has the wonder of often being more meaningful and truthful than are many of the histories written about Indians.  Much Native American prose is also forceful, succinct and purposeful. Moreover, many modern Native American poets and novelists use themes about law, rights, and the past." (from John Wunder, Retained by the People)

A comparative essay of not less than 1,250 words.
In this assignment you will read a novel of fiction by a Native American author. A list of authors and titles in included in your syllabus. Our library may not have the book you select. No matter, YOU CAN GET IT through interlibrary loan. You simply need to plan ahead.  
As in the other two assignments, your task is analytical. How does the novel compare to the history you have read and heard?  How does it supplement it, contradict it or support it?  What insights did you get that you did NOT get from studying history alone? 



	
Plagiarism and Cheating. By enrolling in this class you have accepted KSU's policy on plagiarism.  Plagiarism is a serious offence and can be punished by failure in a paper, assignment or exam or failure in a course.  For more on KSU's plagiarism policy, click HERE.

Important Note: Any student who requires an accommodation in this course should see the instructor as soon as possible, no later than the end of the second day of the class.




	Reading Questions

Major Problems in American Indian History, Chapter 1
If you were an Indian, why, according to Fixico, might your writing about Indian peoples be an "example of the exploitative and unfair treatment of Indian people"?

Describe what Fixco means when he says that past historians often asserted a "false white supremacy."

How did scholars who formed the American Society for Ethnohistory employ the use of "culture" to reach a new understanding of Indian peoples' pasts?

How is the study of Indian peoples' histories the study of "relations", and what is a problem in employing this view point?

Describe how Fixico distinguishes between "internalness" and "externalness?"

What steps does Fixico outline for reaching a moral ethic in writing about Indian histories? And what does he mean by "thinking like an Indian?"

Why is the question of methodology so important to Richard White?

In writing about Indian peoples and environment, what two big questions need to be answered?

How does Richard White answer his two big questions? (The First: The problem of "nature"; of "traditional Indian"; of what a "real Indian" is; or of Indians as "environmentalists." What is the problem with "upstreaming?" What is meant by saying that history is an act of interpretation? What is the value of learning Indian peoples' languages?)

	 Problems, Chapter 2
Give one similarity and one difference between the Pueblo, Maidu. Skagit, Arikara and Iroquois creation stories.

When Salisbury discusses the importance of exchange, what components comprise this concept?

How does Salisbury depict exchange shaping Cahokia and the Chaco phenomenon?

What may account for the collapse of Cahokia and Chaco?

How might have the collapse of Cahokia contributed to the formation fo the Iroqois and Huron confederacies?

How might the collapse of Chaco affected the growth of Pueblo and Athapaskan culture and the exchange between the two?

How did European disease contributed to the creation of the Creeks? And how did Spanish horses shape exchanges in the area of the Rio Grande River Valley?

How did the Iroquois both benefit and suffer in their exchanges with Europeans?

How did lasting European colonies destroy the power of the Iroquois?  How did colonization aid in the formation of new social relations bewteen the Spanish and the Pueblos?

Plog says that when studying cities such as Pot Creek Pueblo and Arroyo Hondo Pueblo, one comes to understand how these places represent phases of expansion and coalescence followed by eqisodes  of abandonment.  How did problems in farming and food distribtion contribute to this pattern?

	

	Problems Chapter 3

According to Bruce Trigger, what is the difference between cultural relativism and rationalism?

What is the conflict between the romantic and rationalist explanations of human behavior?

What is "naturalistic evaluation"?  Why, according to Trigger, did Indians fail to stop the advance of Europeans?

How was the Catawba world altered by Europeans in terms of disease, trade and settlement?

Why does Merrell believe that we have to set aside "maps" and think about the "world" as the physical and cultural milieu within which all people live?

A "new order" for Indian peoples, Merrell argues, arrived in three distinct phases. What were these phases and give an example of each.

Who does Merrell summarize the ways in which the Catawbas shared in the most fundamental of American experiences?

	Problems, Chapter 4

While Pedro Neranjo certainly gave one viable explanation for the Pueblo revolt of 1680, he also demonstrated that not all Pueblos favored that course of action.  Wat are some of his facts that demonstrate this reluctance of  some Pueblos not to join the revolt?

Way was Padre Andres Quintana killed?

What was Pope's background and how did his life experiences fuel his desire for revolt against the Spanish?

In brief, what is Fray Angelico Chavez's theory of the leadership of the Pueblo revolt? Wat is Stafanie Beninato's theory?

Describe the pueblo way of life according to Chavez. How does this substantiate Beninato's thesis?

How do cultural elements indicate against any adult non-Pueblo leading the revolt?  What evidence supports a non-full blood Pueblo being a tactical leader?

Hackel portrays two ways of viewing the legacy of Franciscan mission in Alta California. What are they?

In what way could Spanish reliance upon Indian leadership in a mission be a two-edged sword?

Describe the Spanish municipio. How was it used to incorporate Indian peoples in Alta California? 

	Problems Chapter 5

What kind of problems did Joseph Fish encounter while working to convert Indian peoples to Christianity?

According to Samson Occom, why would the Mohegans listen to the preaching of missionaries?

Give at least two weaknesses of the French that Cretien LeClerq observed.

According to Sylvia Van Kirk, Canada's western history has little violence between Indians and whites for what reasons?  What was a la facon du pays?

What two factors brought an end to mixed marriages?

According to Jean M. O'Brien, what four factors affected gender relationships among Indian peoples in New England?

Give two pieces of evidence showing how Jacob and Leah Chalcom were acculturated into New England society.

What did the development of craftwork among Indian women indicate about changes in their usual livlihoods?

Explain what O'Brien means by "market welfare."

How did Indian women's migratory patterns change from pre-contact to the 1700s?

Why, according to O'Brien, were Indian women found so often without husbands? 
Chapter 7
What did Indian Commissioner Thomas McKinney believe was a humane and just response to the situation of Indian peoples in 1828?
What are Speckled Snake and Elias Boudinot’s argument against removal? 

What does Prucha claim were the four options open to Jackson? Do you accept his argument that Jackson had no choice but to remove the Indians?
How does Mary Young’s assessment of Cherokee “civilization” contradict Prucha’s claims regarding Jackson’s motives and choices?  How does Young’s research provide us some insight into the state of Georgia’s motives and intentions?  Why did the different factions of the Cherokee want control over their own affairs?
According to Young, what caused the Cherokee to split into different political factions that exist to this day?

Chapter 7

Read the chapter fully for background. You will get a packet with an article on Indians and Horses by James Sherow to read with questions.



	Chapter 8, Major Problems

What could have been the results of section 20 of the 1850 California law to protect Indians?

The main theme of Pekka Hamalainen's piece on Western Comanche trade is?  (found on page 239)

Why were the Apaches so vulnerable to attacks by the Comanches in the early 1700s?

What was the importance of the Wichitas to trade relationships with the Comanches?

Explain the differences between Western and Eastern Comanches.

How does Hamalainen define a trade center, and within this context, how does he support his argument that the Comanches maintained a trade center on the southern grasslands?

What were the trade reversals encountered by the Comanches in the late 1700s?

How did the Western Comanche trade center of 1800 through 1830 differ from their initial trade center?

What events marked the end of the Western Comanche trade center by 1830?

According to Hurtado, what is the significance of the Bidwell Rancho Chico to Indian social patterns in California around 1860?

What were the main differences in Indian social patterns in southern, middle, and northern California?

What were two significant trends in California Indian peoples' households around 1860?

	Chapter 9, Major Problems
What is odd about Wabasha's description of himself as being brought up "as an Indian?"  What do you think his problem was with the "half-breeds? "

Give at least one concern mentioned in Sarah C. Watie's letter to her husband.

As a result of siding with the Confederacy, the Creeks, Choctaws, Chickasaws, Cherokees, Seminoles, Osages, Senecas, Shawnees, and other nations, so Dennis Cooley noted, would face what fate?  What was the main stumbling block for the United States concluding treaties with these nations?

Why did John Ross advocate neutrality, then sign a treaty with the Confederacy, and then later profess his loyalty to the United States?  What was his ultimate goal for the Cherokees?

What were the differences between the Ross Party, Treaty Party, and Old Settlers?

Who was Stand Watie? and why was he so much trouble for John Ross?

What kind of support did Presidents Tyler and Pierce give to John Ross?

What were the differences between the Knights of the Golden Circle and the Keetoowah Society?  Who were Evan and John Jones? and what were they doing in Cherokee country?

According to Kelman, why was the Battle of Pea Ridge significant to the Cherokees and John Ross?

Professor Anderson writes that the Dakota Sioux Uprising is the story of two engagements.  What were these?

What did the Dakotas use of prepared beef and rifles mean in terms of their desire to return to traditional ways of life?

What were the social divisions among the Dakotas that made a unified assualt upon Euroamericans an impossible undertaking?

The capture and treatment of Helen M. Tarble was indicative of what?

Why didn't Dakota massacre mixed bloods along with Euroamericans?  What was the significance of the Birch Coulee?

Why could Col. Sibley so easily capture so many Dakotas associated with the uprising at Camp Release?  What was the outcome for those taken into custody? 

	Chapter 10, Major Problems

What role did the tel-lik-leen ceremony play in the Nez Perce War of 1877? What mistake did General Howard make in analyzing the cause of Nez Perce discontent? What was the main factor leading to the defeat of Chief Joseph and the Nez Perce?

Why did Luther Standing Bear agree to go to Carlisle Indian School? How did he feel about his new clothes, his haircut, name change and new diet?

According to Charlie Smith, were all Chiricahua Apaches supportive of Geronimo? Why could Lozen ride and fight with Geronimo?

According to General Crook, what was the main value of having Indian scouts serve in the U.S. Army? What was the chief source of opposition to having Indians serve in the Army, and was this reason justified? Explain your answer using Kaywaykla's experiences, or the events at the Battle of Bear Paw Mountain. Besides scouting, what other services did Indian participants in the Army provide? David Smits provides at least seven reasons for why an Indian man might want to serve in the U.S. Army. Give at least four. Why does Smits call the Indian scouts "prisoners of war?"

What point is Tracy Neal Leavelle making by claiming that the Tualatins and other Indians made Grand Ronde their own place? Why were the people living on Grand Ronde so willing to accept agriculture, allotment, and a republican form of governance? Why would these same people be reluctant to support federal boarding schools and missions? What factors led to the creation of a new identity for the people at Grand Ronde?



	Chapter 11, Major Problems

According to Principal Chief S.H. Mayes, how did the Dawes Commission characterize Cherokee society in the 1890s?

Give three ways in which Mayes refutes the misrepresentations of the Dawes Commission.

What are "reserved water rights" and how might these still be important to Indian peoples today?

Describe James Mooney's depiction of a Peyote Ceremony, and contrast that to the rumors describing Peyote use.
What will citizenship do for Indian peoples, according to Carlos Montezuma?

How was traditional economics of the Ojibwes destroyed by reservation life and allotment?

What were the Euroamerican goals for boarding schools?
How did Ojibwe families respond to the coercion to place their children in boarding schools?

Why would Ojibwe families consider sending their children to boarding schools?  Wallace Wahpeton, Bernice, and Alphonse Casewell examples?

How did racism contribute to the decision to send children to boarding schools?

How did Crow people arrange themselves on their reservation?  What were the major differences between the five communities?

According to Fred Hoxie, how do the census data reveal the persistence of traditional crow social patterns in terms of marriage, family structure, and gender relationships?

According to Fred Hoxie, how did the agents of the Crows interpret these same patterns?

What is some of the specific evidence that Hoxie uses to illustrate his points?


	Chapter 12, Major Problems

Give one example each to illustrate problems in health, living conditions, and economic conditions as used as evidence in the Merriam Report.

Give two reasons why Rupert Costo called the Indian Reorganization Act, the "Indian Raw Deal."

Give two reasons why Ren Reifel thought the Indian New Deal a good program for the Sioux.

According to John Finger, how did Collier view cultural pluralism?
To many Eastern Cherokees, what was the most important facet of the Indian New Deal?

What steps did Harold Foght take to improve Eastern Cherokee traditions, crafts and religion?

Give two reasons why a "white Indian" like Fred Blythe Bauer would oppose the Indian New Deal.

What were the goals of the Cherokee Indian Rights Association?
How did Chief Blythe and Fred Bauer differ over the building of the Blue Ridge Parkway?

According to Finger, what was the main result of the Indian New Deal as this program related to the Parkway?

According to D'Arcy McNickle, what were the major drawbacks of allotment for Indian peoples?

What were the four critical features dropped from the IRA?  What were the two important features maintained?

According to McNickle, the act never transcended the inherent problems in bureaucracy.  How does he illustrate this with the Navajo sheep problem?

What is the difference between Wounded Knee One and Two, as McNickle sees it?  What accounts for this difference?


	Retained by the People  A History of American Indians and the Bill of Rights  Chapter 1 Concepts of Rights

What is the ninth amendment to the Constitution?  Why does John Wunder consider it important in defining Indian Rights? 

Why do most contemporary Americans consider Indian legal rights obscure and inconsequential?

What is the distinction between Indian individual rights and Indian collective rights?  How do Indians generally think about rights?  How do Euro-Americans think about rights?

Is every United States resident protected by the Bill of Rights?

What was the process approach of the structural-functionalist anthropologists and why was it ahistorical?

What are Hoebel's three elements of law?  Give a contemporary example of A. law supporting or leading custom and B. custom supporting or leading law.

What is the difference between a demand right and a priviledge right in Native society?

What is sovereignty as defined by Vine Deloria Jr (remember him from our list first day?) and the Montetvidio Convention?  According to these definitions, are Indian nations sovereign?  In what way is American Indian sovereignty unique?

Why did the first Europeans in North America disregard native rights to the land? How was this view modified by the Powhatan confederacy's relationship to the Virginia Company?

What was the Proclamation of 1763?  Why did the Indian like it?  Why did the American colonists despise it?

What does Simon Ortiz say was the primary desire of the Europeans who settled among the Pueblos?

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


