History 251  United States History to 1877

Spring 2006

Associate Professor Bonnie Lynn-Sherow

Teaching Assistant Van Hutchinson

Office Hours: Each day after class for one hour.

Email: blynn@ksu.edu
Phone: (emergency only please) 565-0086

What You Will Learn

In this class you will learn how and why the United States became a political unit, why there are so many different people in the story, and how it nearly all fell apart. This sounds simple, but its not. We are not products of our will, but rather our world is a product of the countless decisions made by others who came before us. It is also the study of relationships, between people, cultures, nations and even ecologies. If you pay attention, this class will do far more for you than fulfill a requirement for graduation, it will help explain why things are the way they are today and why you are you.

Materials to Help you Learn

You will need three books: 

America: a Concise History 3rd edition by James Henretta

Pochahonata and the Powhatan Dilemma

Fred Douglass’ autobiography. 

These are bundled and available at Claflin’s Books and Copies at the corner of Claflin and Denison. I would definitely advise you to get there and get your books. You have reading to do for next Tuesday!
You will also need to attend and pay attention in class each day, take notes from lectures and read your assigned chapters and books before coming to class. Trust me, you will not magically remember what was said in lecture come exam time. You will also need three blue books for exams. If you forget your blue book on exam day, you will have to go to the Union and buy one.

How You Will Show Me What You Have Learned

This class is lecture based with a discussion component. There will be no papers or primary research required for the class. Your grade will consist of your performance on three exams, one every five weeks. These exams will constitute 90% of your grade. The exams will be primarily multiple choice and will be taken directly from the readings, films and lectures. There will be one compulsory essay question based on your primary source reading.
Your textbook is armed with an online study program that is very useful if you will take the time to check it out. I take approximately 50% of the multiple choice questions directly from the web site for each exam. (aren’t you glad you read this far into the syllabus??)

Quizzes, when they come up, will be given at the END of class and will cover those parts of the TEXTBOOK reading NOT covered in the lecture.

Discussion Sections

This class is a bit more ambitious than other history survey classes. Although most of our classes will be held here in this auditorium, three weeks of the semester will be devoted to small group discussion of our primary readings. These small group discussions will be held IN THE EVENING during discussion week. We will assign you a time and place for discussion. If you have a conflict, please let Mr. Hutchinson know and he will re-assign you to a different section. We WILL NOT have regular class during this week. Your only responsibility that week is to come to your discussion section ready to participate (meaning, you read the material). 

Grading Policy

Each Exam is worth 50 points for a total of 150 points. Twenty (20) points will be assigned for attendance and participation in discussion section. There will be six unannounced quizzes over the semester. These will worth 30 points total. Your total out of 200 will be calculated as a percentage of 100 at the end of the semester.  
Grades will be computed as followed:

A = 90-100

B = 80-89

C = 70-79

D = 60-69

F = below 60.

Other Useful Info 

This class will be automatically subscribed to a KSU listserve (Hist251-A@ksu.edu. It will serve as an electronic bulletin board where I can post messages and changes in the class. You can also ask questions of each other. If you have questions specifically for me, then write me at my own address, blynn@ksu.edu. You can also email your Graduate Teaching Assistant at vhutchis@ksu.edu. Both Mr. Hutchinson and I will be grading your essays. Your multiple choice exams will be graded by computer. 

Tip: Although this is not a heavy reading load course compared to other history courses, it is dense in its content. You can get behind in your reading almost immediately making it nearly impossible to catch up. Don’t let this happen to you! Do your reading right away, and take notes over the most important points. For the longer primary source readings (books), start them right away, and take notes about their content, questions they raise or new information you had not encountered before. And start reading them a little at a time starting right now. You’ll be glad you did!
I expect every student in the class to be ready and engaged with the material, ready to ask and answer questions from me during lectures, discussions and in the hallway. Not only is this the best way to learn, it is the most fun too.
Plagiarism. See the KSU online statement. It works.

Students with disabilities should speak to me asap.
Reading, Discussion and Exam Schedule
Jan
12 Intro to class


17-19 America before 1492, Text, chapter 1


24-26 Text, Chapters 2 and 3


31-Feb 2 Text, Chapters 4 and 5

Feb
6-10
Discussion Week. (Pocahontas and the Powhatan Dilemma) Meet once in evening only this week.


14 Review Session for Exam


16 First Examination. Don’t forget your blue book!


21-23 Text, Chapter 6


28-March 2 Text, Chapter 7

7-9 Text, Chapter 8


14-16 Text, Chapter 9

March 20-24 SPRING BREAK, ENJOY!


27-31 Dicussion Week (Online Reading—TBA)

April 4 Review for Examination


 6 Examination Two Don’t forget your Blue book!


11-13 Text, Chapter 10 and 11


18-20 Text, Chapter 12


25-27 Text, Chapter 13 and 14

May 1-5 Discussion Week, Autobiography of Frederick Douglass

No Review for Final Exam. Final will be in our regular classroom on MONDAY MAY 8 FROM 2:00PM TO 3:50PM. DON’T FORGET YOUR BLUE BOOK!!! 
