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Louise Breen Selected New Chair

'The Dean of the College of Arts & Sciences has appointed Professor
Louise Breen as chair of the department upon a unanimous vote of
support from the faculty. She began her tenure as chair on June 15.

In articulating her goals for the department, Breen said the
following: “It is difficult to propose a ‘vision’ for a department in which so
much is going so well. I don’t perceive this as a department in which things
need ‘fixing,’ and so I fear that ‘vision’ is way too grand a word to describe
my plans. As chair, I believe my goals should be to promote the interests
of the department within the broader university, to help build consensus
within the department as we confront the challenges that are sure to arise
over the next few years, and to foster an environment that helps faculty
members carry on their creative work in teaching and research with the
fewest possible distractions. I am committed to the collegial way that our
department is run, and will make sure that all departmental decisions
continue to be made in a collective and open fashion.” Breen also added
that she hopes to increase intellectual exchange among graduate students
and provide better resources to foster graduate student research and
participation in conferences. And she hopes that the department will
continue to aggressively pursue grants and outside funding.

Professor Sue Zschoche, who steps down after two three-year
terms as chair, said that “Louise has the perfect temperament for the job;
she has an amazing ability to stay calm and to instill confidence in others.
'The department is in really good hands.” Breen earned her PhD from the
University of Connecticut and has been with the department since 1993.
She specializes in colonial and revolutionary America and is the author of
Transgressing the Bounds: Subversive Enterprises Among the Puritan Elite,
1630-1692.

Farewell from‘the Chair...

These past seven years have gone by ina flurry,
and as I take a deep breath, I've been reflecting
on how the department changed during my time
as Chair. Via our Institute for Military History
and 20th Century Studies, and with our partners
in Political Science, the department launched
the new graduate program in Security Studies, a
program that has attracted national attention. In
just over a year, we will open renovated space in
Leasure Hall for the Chapman Center for Rural
Studies, an undergraduate center offering hands-
on research experience for our students. What
those students have already accomplished in this
endeavor has been amazing, including a book

on the history of one of the communities lost to
Milford Dam. Most of all, it was my privilege

to welcome five new faculty members and an
exceptional adjunct professor to the department
during my time as Chair.

What gives me the deepest appreciation,
however, is what has not changed in the past
seven years. It was an honor to represent this
department precisely because our fundamental
commitment to teaching, appreciation for the
generosity of our alumni, and conviction that
thoughtful historical scholarship can illuminate
not only the past but
also the future all
remain. Please accept
my heartfelt thanks
for your loyalty and
generosity.

Best wishes,

Sue
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The Chapman Center for Rural Studies was recently
awarded a Digital Humanities Grant by the National
Endowment for the Humanities, with Professor Bonnie

Lynn-Sherow as Principal Investigator. Lynn-Sherow, to-
gether with faculty from History, the Hale Library, and the
Kansas State Historical Society, will bring specialists in
digital information from Boulder, Colorado and the Center
for History and New Media at George Mason University
to K-State to train faculty on the use of digital technology
for teaching and researching in the humanities. A center-
piece of the grant will be the creation of an e-classroom in
which students will create a searchable database of narra-
tives of rural Kansas, which will then be incorporated into
the Kansas Historical Society’s digital archive, “Kansas

Professor Lynn-Sherow’s freshman seminar at
y

Memory Project.” Portions of the training sessions will be the Konza Prairie

open to the faculty and students from across the KSU campus. In the fall of 2010, students will be able to
enroll in a lab class on historical digitization offered in a fully updated teaching lab in Leasure Hall, sup-
ported with a gift by Mark Chapman. Professor Lynn-Sherow plans to apply for additional funding from the

National Endowment for the Humanities to fully implement the project.

Professor Brent Maner Wins Fulbright Award

Brent Maner, Associate Professor
of History, has received a
Fulbright scholarship to spend
four months in Vienna, Austria
during the spring of 2010. He
will be a Senior Visiting Fellow
at the International Research
Center for Cultural Studies, an
institution that brings graduate
students and faculty from Vienna
and around the world to research
a common theme. Professor
Maner has begun work on Cities
of Speculation, a book project
that examines the significance of
the Frankfurt, Berlin, and Vienna
stock exchanges between 1866
and 1933. The project will focus
on key moments when the stock
exchange became the object of
criticism and debate in the daily
icular, Maner will

bond transactions that financed
the expansion of cities; reactions
to economic downturns in the
1870s and 1890s; legal debates
about regulation in the 1890s;
the sale of reparations credits
after World War I; and the stock
market crash that ushered in the
Great Depression. These events
will shed li i

that political parties took
on finance capitalism and
stock markets, the reality and
rhetoric surrounding the role of
prominent Jews in the central
European world of finance,
the image of the “speculator”
in literature and newspaper
columns, and finally the constant
debate about the nature of the
stock exchange as either a
rational market mechanism or a
setting for corrupt activity.
Maner first went to
Vienna during a college study-
abroad program in 1990-91. In
addition to his research activities,
he looks forward to tracking
down family roots in Hungary,
enjoying Viennese coffeehouses
visiting the ci



Wabaunsee County

and Historical Society, op

a museum exhibit in Alma. Tha
day marked the Sesquicentennial
of Wabaunsee County. Under the
direction of Dr. M.J. Morgan,
the Chapman Center Interns —
Rebecca Bush, Rymonda Davis,
Maggie Henson, and Allana
Saenger — as well as other
undergraduate and graduate
student researchers have created
a storyboard exhibit that will

be on display at the Alma
courthouse for the celebration
and thereafter will remain at the
Alma Museum.

The Chapman Center
interns have been pursuing
individual research projects on
aspects of African-American life
before 1920. Rebecca Bush, just
graduated in History, researched
the early locations of the first
black churches in Wabaunsee
County. “I’m very excited about
this exhibit,” she said. “I’ve put a
lot of miles on my car since
January, but it’s been worth
it!” Allana Saenger, also just
graduated in history, researched
the Paxico Blues Festival, tracing
its roots back to a vibrant culture
of church and celebratory music
with connections to Topek

The Chapman Center Inter
Grove,” a painting of the for
donated by retired K-State p

investigated medical care for the
early black residents of Wabauns
and Riley Counties; she pursued
leads ranging from trace account
of black midwives to folk
medicine practices. Rymonda
Davis, a rising sophomore
journalism major and DSP
scholar, conducted interviews wi
black women in three counties,
examining changes in gender
relations between the 1930
today.

Other underg
students in Dr._M
America
coup




PhD student Darin D. Lenz published
“Visions on the Battlefields’: Alexander A.
Boddy, Early British Pentecostalism, and
the First World War, 1914-1918,” Journal
of Religious History 32 (2008): 281-302.

Doctoral candidate Jared Tracy took first
place in the U.S. Army’s 2008 General
William E. DuPuy Writing Contest,
which earned him a $1,000 prize and
publication of his article “Ethical
Challenges in Stability Operations and
Nation-Building” in the January-February
2009 issue of Military Review.

PhD student Paul Thomsen has been
named the Archivist for the Society for
Military History (the records of which
are housed at Hale Library), and he has
published a news article in the society’s
newsletter: “Society for Military History
Records at K-State,” Gazette Headguarters
22 (Spring 2009).

Doctoral candidate David Vail recently
received the Kansas State Historical
Society’s prestigious Alfred M. Landon

Historical Research Award to support his

dissertation, which is tentatively titled “Kill

That Thistle: Rogue Sprayers, Bootlegged

Chemicals and the Kansas Chemical Laws,

1950-1980.”

Dr. John T. Kuehn, a 2007 PhD from
the department, has published Agenss
of Innovation: The General Board and
the Design of the Fleet That Defeated the

Japanese (Annapolis: Naval Institute Press,

2008). John is an Associate Professor in the

U.S. Army Command and General Staff

College at Fort Leavenworth.

Master’s recipient Julie Scott has
published, “More Than Just Monkey
Business: Kansas Newspapers Respond
to the Scopes Trial, July 1915, Kansas
History: A Journal of the Central Plains 30
(2007): 74-91.

In October 2008, PhD student Kip Wedel

presented “National Identity and the Radio

Western, 1933-1960” at the Great Plains
Radio History Symposium at KSU.

In September, PhD student Robin Deich
Ottoson presented “An Examination of
Mennonite Brethren Attitudes toward the
Israeli-Palestinian Conflict, 1947-2007” at
the Mid-America Conference on History
at Missouri State University. She also was
awarded a 2009 Scholar Grant ($2500)
from the Tabor College Hope Scholars

endowed fund to research the three

Mennonite colleges in Kansas.

Professor David Graff has recently
published two essays: “Narrative
Maneuvers: The Representation of Battle
in Tang Historical Writing,” in Nicola Di
Cosmo, ed., Military Culture in Imperial
China (Cambridge: Harvard University
Press, 2009), 143—64; and “Li Jing’s
Antecedents: Continuity and Change

in the Pragmatics of Medieval Chinese
Warfare,” in Early Medieval China,
volumes 13-14, part 1 (2007), 81-97
(special issue: “Essays in Honor of Albert
E. Dien”).

Professor Marsha Frey has received a
Newberry Residential Fellowship (at
the Newberry Library in Chicago) and
an Earhart Research Grant (from the
Earhart Foundation at Duke University)
to research the French diplomatic corps

during the French Revolution.

Professor Donald Mrozek presented
“Jimmy Carter and the U.S. Air Force:
Ironic Aspects of Military Innovation”
at the April 2009 Southwest Historical
Association/Southwest Social Science

Association Conference in Denver.

Department Welcomes Deb Fredrickson

Deb joined the history department as Office Manager at the beginning of the spring semester.
She grew up in Davis, California, and spent the previous twenty years working at the University
of California, Davis, most recently the Dean’s Office in the College of Agricultural and
Environmental Sciences. She has already instigated numerous improvements in day-to-day
operations, and we are very lucky to have her onboard. Deb said that she likes working in the

department because it contains a “very diverse group of characters” and because “there is never a dull moment.”

The best part of the job, she joked, is antagonizing Professor Mrozek. The worst part, she said, is that “I don’t have
enough space to hang all of my hats” (e.g., managing personnel, keeping track of the various accounts, helping
students, editing, “firefighting” and “refereeing”). Deb leads multiple lives outside of her career, as well. She has
been very active in community theater, both off-stage (as a musician, set-builder, light technician, costumer, and
stage manager) and on-stage. She enjoys bowling, gardening, and cultivating houseplants. Her ocean fishing hobby,
however, is currently on the backburner.
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