
Memorandum 

To: Deans. Department Heads. Graduate 'ARC members, 
Ilniversit\. Assessment Facilitators. Graduate Program Directors Office of the Provost 

106 Anderson Hall 

From: M. Duane Nellis. Provost and Senior Vice President 

Dare: March 10. 2009 

Manhottar K S  66565 0111 
7@5532622L 

Fox 785.532 5537 

Re: Assessment of Student Learning (.4SL) for Graduate Programs 

As of 2008, the Assessment of Student Learning (ASL) reports for graduate degree programs and graduate 
certificates are to be submitted as part of thc program's full KBOR rcvicw and mid-cyclc rcview processes. Based on 
this schedule, graduate programs will submit their ASL reports every four years. along wit11 their program revie\v 
report. n l i s  is in contrast to the earlier procedure where the .4SL reports were due ever) !,ear (as is still the case for 
all undergraduate programs). 

In an effort to more clearly communicate the requirements necessar). for Undergraduate and ALL Graduate programs 
(notjust those Graduate Programs completing the KBOR Program Rebiexv cycle this year), this memo will revie- the 
specific Assessment requirements for all graduate programs (including graduate certificate programs) at Kansas State 
I:niversit! 

In an attempt to continue the process of mansparenc!: and alig~iniel?t, we ask, if you have not already done so, all 
Graduate programs to post by J u n e  15,2009 the following items on progamidcpartment web sites so that they are 
easily accessible (within two clicks of the department front page): 

The student learning ou tco~r~es  (graduate SLOs) for each graduate degree program 

An "Alignment Matrix" for  each Graduate degree program. (A sample matrix and a blank worksheet 
for Graduate p r o g r a ~ n s  a r e  available on the Office of Assessment web site: 
h t t p : ~ l ~ ~ ~ ~ u . . k - s t a t e . e d u i a s s c s s ~ i ~ e n t ~ p r o c e s s ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ t n ~ . )  

-4 SUMMARY (approximately one paragraph) of the progress made since 2001 on assessment of 
student learning for  each graduate degree program and graduate certificate. 

'The outline of the detailed ASL report, the outline of the summarized ASL report (2 page) and the evaluation rubric 
used by the Graduate Council Assessment and Review Committee have been revised for consistent!, to prevent 
c o ~ i f u s i o ~ ~  in preparing the reports. These documents are available on-line at: 

Office of Assessment: 

Graduate School: 

The Graduate School (2-6191) and the Office of .4ssessment (2-5712) are available for consultation when 4SI.  
repolts are being prepared. If you need assistance, please contact Kevin Lease (lease',Zksu.edu) in the Graduate 
School. or BrianaNelsor~ Goff (hnelsoni2ksu.edu) or Steve Hawks (si11a\vk2~Z~ksu.edu) in the Office of IZssessment 
to set up an appointment. 

Your continued attention to the improvement of student learning is appreciated 



Assessment of Student Learning 

Recommended actions to begin or continue: 
Focus on degree program. rather than individual course. assessment 
Document changes made in respo~qse to assessment resultsldata 

I IJse "":side e\:a!uators for s~ I J&>~ \I'Ork (nth?: f2rn!t:v "r r?!~\.a~i, prc)f?wrign&) 
Look to professional societies for assessment instrun~ents or exam items 
Assess student b-ork using an agreed-upon rubric 
State student learning outcomes on course syllabi (maybe connected to a subset of degree 
program student learning outcomes) 
Set desirable standards for perfomlance (both individual and aggregate) 
Discuss assessment results u-idely 
Include students in the process 

Recommendations of things to avoid in assessment of student learning: 
Use of student grades in co~u-ses or GI'A as measures of learning 
Use of all or mostly indirect measures of learning (e.g.. student satisfaction surveys, student 
self-report of learning. employer satisfaction sur~reys) 

Key assessment concepts: 

Transparencj~ - Students and public should be informed about intended student learning outcomes and 
student achievement of those outcomes. 

.4ccoutitabili/y - We should be able to state for every degree progranl what it is that students will 
know and be able to do u-hen they graduate. and we should be showing evidence of student knowledge 
and ability. 

Integration T e a c h i n g  and learning of outcomes in the major should culminate in a student being able 
to integrate all the learning in a demonstration of application. preferably in a situation with 
"unscripted" challenges. 

Alignment - The student learning outcomes are aligned with the university. college. and program 
missions and it is clear that students are provided with the opportunity both to learn and to demonstrate 
the learn~ng of each of the outcomes. 




