
What is NBAF?


NBAF, the National Bio and Agro-Defense Facility, soon to come to Manhattan, KS, will serve to replace the Federal government’s current high-risk biological research facility located in Plum Island, New York. The Plum Island facility, constructed in the 1950’s, is now considered inadequate due to its small size and dilapidated physical condition. The Plum Island facility lacks Bio-Safety Level 4 (BSL 4) capabilities, which are necessary for the research of human and animal diseases to which no known cure exists. NBAF’s overall mission is to protect the long-term health of animals and of the public through research on animal and zoonotic (capable of being transferred from animals to humans) diseases. 


Among the numerous diseases to be studied in Manhattan are foot-and-mouth disease, classical swine fever, African swine fever, and contagious bovine pleuropneuomonia. NBAF will be operated under the authority of the United States Department of Homeland Security (DHS) in cooperation with the United State Department of Agriculture, and will be located on the campus of Kansas State University north of the current Bio-Research institute.

Selection Process: Manhattan, KS


A multiple-year selection process occurred before the final selection of Manhattan in December of 2008. Starting in 2006, 29 potential sites across the country were named, and the DHS began assessing the locations, risks, and benefits that went along with each of them. In 2008, the DHS narrowed the process down to six finalists, and in addition to Manhattan, locations in Georgia, North Carolina, Texas, Mississippi and New York were more closely examined. Finally, on December 4, 2008, the DHS named Manhattan, KS as its preferred location for the NBAF project, citing Manhattan’s proximity to other research sites in the areas of veterinary, agriculture, and bio-security research as the determining factor. 
NBAF Construction: How Are We Coming?


Over the next eight years, construction, commissioning, and accreditation of the NBAF will occur, and the transition away from the current facility in Plum Island, NY will begin. Scheduled to be completed and fully functional in 2019, NBAF will establish Kansas’ position as a leader in bioscience. Together with 1500 temporary construction jobs and 450 permanent jobs at the lab, the facility will generate an economic impact of over $3.5 billion in its first 20 years in Manhattan. Perhaps more importantly, the facility will serve as a magnet for private biological research companies and will provide numerous opportunities for research and collaboration with K-State. NBAF will complement the already-established Bio-security Research Institute (BRI) located on K-State’s campus in Pat Roberts Hall. Because of its status as a BSL 4 facility, NBAF will take the work being done at the BRI a step further as research is completed and countermeasures are developed for the leading animal diseases of the day.

