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Expand Your Horizons - Fall 2014 Spotlight Courses 
 

Small classes, big gains. 
The FYS program provides students with the chance to take small, exciting classes that are taught with 
active learning pedagogies. The classes carry general education credit, and they meet program of study requirements for most students and most majors. 
 

Enrollment.  
FYS classes are for first-year students only. Students should talk to their advisor at Orientation & Enrollment to sign-up. Questions? Please contact kstatefirst@k-state.edu 
or visit http://www.k-state.edu/fys.
 
 
Art, Architecture, and Culture of India 
 

ENVD 210 (A) – 15744, Vibhavari Jani 
Described by Mark Twain as “the land of dreams and romance, of fabulous 
wealth and poverty, of palaces and havelis, of tigers and elephants, the cobra 
and the jungle, the country of a hundred nations and hundred tongues, of a 
thousand religions and two million gods,” India is nothing, if not diverse. The Art, 
Architecture, and Culture of India is a new multidisciplinary course designed to 
assist first-year students in understanding this fascinating country and its 
cultural, artistic and architectural heritage. This interactive course will offer 
information on India, Indian history, people and culture, social and religious 
traditions and how it shapes architecture and all forms of art including literature, 
music, dance, drama, movies and paintings. 
 
Innovation and Creativity 
 

ENVD 299 (D) – 14249, Neal Hubbell 
 “Think left and think right and think low and think high. Oh, the thinks you can 
think up if only you try.” -- Dr. Seuss 
This course explores the foundations of creative and innovative thinking with the 
expressed goal of substantially enhancing creativity skills and fostering 
innovative thought.  Students will explore and employ a wide variety of 
strategies to enhance creative problem solving.  They will also learn to identify 
and overcome, in themselves and others, common personal and organizational 
behaviors that are a drag on creative thinking and problem solving.  Students 
from every discipline can benefit from learning these techniques that broaden 
and challenge how to think and ideate.   

 
 
Insects and People 
 

ENTOM 301 (A) – 11648, Gregory Zolnerowich 
This overview of insects includes their diversity, biology, and wide impact on 
human concerns, from their medical and economic importance to their roles in 
history, religion, art, forensic investigations, and modern culture. Come raise a 
tiny caterpillar to an adult moth, come cook some insects in class, come learn 
about actual remote-control insect cyborgs. 

 
Survey of the Hospitality Industry 
 

HMD 120 (B) – 14435, Nancy Hansen 
Have you ever thought about starting your own restaurant or hospitality business 
as an entrepreneur? Discover how hospitality and entrepreneurship go hand in 
hand in this course when we survey different businesses in the Manhattan area. 
This learning experience will broaden your thoughts in a way by putting your 
learning into action. 
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War and the Holocaust in 20
th

-Century Literature 
 

MLANG 280 (A) – 14541, R. Clark and S. Oropesa 
This course investigates representations of WWII events as well as the many 
levels of history and memory that converge in cultural narratives, all from French 
and German perspectives. In addition to viewing films (including contemporary 
propaganda), we will read Holocaust memoirs, World War II era narratives, 
diaries, and recent literary representations of war and how it is remembered. We 
will interrogate this material not only for how soldiers, perpetrators, and victims 
are depicted, but also to discern the fault lines of memory—what memories are 
permissible, for whom, and at which times? 
 
Introduction to Greek Mythology 
 

MLANG 280 (B) – 17088, Benjamin McCloskey 
This course (all in English, no prior knowledge required) will investigate how the 
Greeks used mythological stories to understand, rationalize, and prepare 
themselves for the difficult, problematic, and sometimes traumatic moments of 
leaving home for the first time and coming home after an absence. One leaves 
home and is expected to be an adult; how does one do that? One returns home 
and, perhaps only upon arriving, realizes that time has actually passed in their 
absence. How does one deal with the sense of loss this can produce? We will see 
what answers the Odyssey, the Argonautica, the Medea, among other texts, 
suggest.  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduction to Music of the World 
 

MUSIC 249 (A) – 16467, Elizabeth Robinson 
Travel the world from the comfort of your classroom! Students will hear music 
from many diverse countries, and learn how musical experiences can reflect the 
societies that create them. This course explores musical traditions from around 
the globe, including traditions from Indonesia, Ireland, West Africa, China, and 
more. 
 
Introduction to Social and Political Philosophy 
 

PHILO 135 (B) – 15196, Amy Lara 
Have you ever wondered what gives the government the right to tell you what to 
do?  Is it ever okay to break the law?  Is there something wrong with a society 
where some are incredibly rich and some are very poor?  We’ll be debating these 
issues with people like Plato, Thomas Hobbes, Mary Wollstonecraft, Martin 
Luther King, Jr., and Martha Nussbaum. 
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