
Faculty Senate
December 13,1994

Big 8 Room ~ K-State Union
Members present: Anderson, Aramouni, Baker, Balk, Behnke, Biere, Buchholz, Chastain, Conrow, Dubois, Dyer, Erpelding,

fi^enton, Foster, Gallagher, Glasgow, Gowdy, Hamilton, Hassan, Havlin, Higgins, Hummels, Jardine, Johnson, Kassebaum,
lopfenstein, Kolonosky. Kuhlman, Lamond, Laurie, Law, Legg, Madsen, Maes, Marr, May, McCulloh, McVey, Michie, Miller,

Miller, Moeller, Mohr, Molt, Mosier, Moxley, Nafziger, Niehoff, Ott, Ottenheimer, Oukrop,Pallett, Pence, Pierzynski, Poresky,
Rahman, Ransom, Reeck, Schoning, Shultis, Swanson, Twiss, Verschelden.

Proxies: Hamilton for Exdell, Laurie for Harbstreit, Madsen for Royse, Nafziger for Frieman

I. President Dennis Kuhlman called the meeting to order at 3:35 PM.

II. Senator Ottenheimer moved and Senator Verschelden seconded approval of minutes from the October November 12,
1994 meeting of the Faculty Senate. The Faculty Senate approved the minutes by voice vote.

President Kuhlman thanked the Senators for bringing so many cans of food for the food drive. The can of Sun Dried
Possum that had been donated did not go unnoticed.

III. Announcements

Because of the faculty's ongoing questions about the FamilyMedical Leave Act (FMLA), President Kuhlman invited Gary
Leitnaker, who is Director of Human Resource Services, to present a brief discussion. Federal statutes guarantee 12
weeks of leave when the health of a spouse, son, or daughter are in need. This policywill be placed into the Board of
Regents (BOR) handbook and is in effect on an interim basis now. What is being developed at KSU is policy to
implement FMLA on campus. There are no provisions for gay couples nor for non-married heterosexual couples.
FMLA is not an added benefit, but was enacted by the Federal Government to protect people who apparently were
vulnerable. Whereas the Faculty Senate had voted to expand the federal statues defining a family, the BOR remains
unwilling to expand this definition. The Council of Faculty Senate Presidents will be encouraging the expanded
definition of family under FMLA, and President Kuhlman will report back to Faculty Senate after the December BOR
meeting.

Senator Anderson asked if the opposition to an expanded definition is basically philosophical or financial, and he was
informed it is both. Senator Michie said it appeared the BOR was apprehensive that a broadened definition of family
would lead the legislature to Interpret the Regents system was aiding and abetting homosexuality. Senator Dubois
asked howthe policy voted on by Faculty Senate could be changed without any faculty input and then how the altered
policy could be placed in the Faculty Handbook. President Kuhlman noted that there had been a breakdown in
communication between the two groups involved; he noted that a statement had been added to the policy nowin the
handbook, and this statement noted that the policy statement was not what had been passed by Faculty Senate.
Senator Legg noted that the policy inserted into the handbook had not been presented to the Faculty Handbook
Committee, and called this development a major breakdown in not only communication but in procedure. Senator
Michie recognized the hard work that last year's Faculty Affairs Committee, in cooperation with the University
administration, had put in to develop the FMLA policypassed by Faculty Senate. She also noted that changes in the
policy should have been broughtback to the FacultySenate. Senator Beiresaid giventhese circumstances the policy
currently inthe handbookshould be pulled. Senator Moeller asked ifFacultySenate leadership was waiting for the right
time to respond and asked ifthere is resistance to expanding the definition. President Kuhlman said there is resistance
from some to expanding the definition, and that now is not the righttime to push for an expanded definition. Senator
Havlin noted that an advocacy group for expanding the definition exists on the KU campus.

President Kuhlman asked Jack Sills, who is Director of the K-State Union, to present information about work
accomplished on plans for enhancing the Unionfacilities. A bound booklet presenting the plan is available for review
inthe Union's main offices. The plan is now before legislative committees, and the State architect has advertised for
architects to submit bids on the plan. An architect cannot be hired prior to State approval. Completion is anticipated
by1998, and will provide an additional 20,000 square feet. President Kuhlman thanked John Pence for his participation
on the committee planning the Union enhancement.

Discussion of Executive Committee minutes

There were corrections to the Executive Committee minutes of November 28,1994: item 7 in under announcements
should read Merrill Hall and Harbin Hall.










