
SPEAK Test Information Sheet

The SPEAK test is the institutional form of the TSE, Test of Spoken English. The SPEAK
consists of retired forms of the TSE. This test was developed by the Educational Testing
Services for the purpose of evaluating the spoken English of non-native speakers. lt is
used in universit ies and in the medical professions.

Students may pick up testing information and sample test materials, resister for the test
and receive scores in the English Language Program Office (205 Fairchild Hall). nnyone
taking the test must provide a picture lD for registration and for testing

The English Language Program offers the SPEAK test each month. For dates, please
check the ELP web page at www.k-state.edu/elp

The fee schedule for individuals taking the test is as follows:

Free for 
. the first two tests for students admitted to the University (students

need to bring their admission letter when they register for the init ial
test.)

$10 ror 

: $:1ilifi,{?:#k1".1#iTfii: orresu,artest sessons
Test scores are reported to departments via a secure web page. Students wil l receive an
individual test score report. We ask that students not come to pick up their individual
resul ts dur ing the week pr ior  to the beginning of  each semester ( i .e.  in August,  June, and
January). They may come to our office to request their copies after the first week of class.
Students may get additional test reports for $1.00 per report.

Students who fail to receive a passing score two times must take steps to improve their
speaking before taking the test a third time. Students who have failed the test twice wil l
have to pay for any subsequent tests. Students wanting to know their weaknesses may
schedule an appointment to go over their test results. For remediation, students may enroll
in DAS 179 - Pronunciation and Speaking Skil ls, work with a tutor, or work with the Speech
and Hearing Center in Leasure Hall. Work with a tutor must be documented with the
person's name and a description of the time spent and a l ist of the activit ies done.

Scor ing

The test lasts 20 minutes and emphasizes speech functions and extended samples of
speech. The passing score is 50 on a scale of 20-60. Two graders independently score
each tape, and their scores are averaged. Examinees' tapes are identif ied by a number
only and not by name.

Al l  graders have graduate degrees in Engl ish,  Engl ish as a second language, or Engl ish
linguistics. All have gone through the same training program that ETS uses for its graders.
ELP graders per iodical ly check their  grading against  the grading standard on the training
tapes. On the occasions when locally graded tapes have been sent to ETS for a second
grading, the scores have been the same.

For sample test questions go to. www.k-state.edu/elpitesting/SPEAKtest.htm



Skills for the SPEAK Test

Task -specific Questions

General Questions (non preparation time other than the initial time to review map, story or schedule)

Skills performed:
- stating / explaining an opinion
- giving / explaining a solution to a problem
- comparing two options
- explaining a field related concept lterm
- discussing an issue of general interest
- stating a complaint and requesting a solution
- discussing a future goal / plan
- discussing altematives / prevention

Resources: Maps from phone books
Graphs and charts from textbooks and magazines
Comics from newspapers
Schedules and course policies from classes

Task preparation
time

Organization Vocabulary Grammar Pronunciation

Directions 30 seconds spatial order specific to
directions

prepositions
imperative
transitions

elicited by street,
building, room
names

Story 60 seconds ch rono log i ca l
order

general tense
prepositions/transi
tions of time

general

Graphs none summarizing/in
terpreting visual
data

specific to graphs
/ tables

tense
transitions
dates
numbers

elicited by the
content in chart

Schedule 60 seconds anno  unc  rng
information in a
schedule
emphas i z i ng
changes

general tense
dates, numbers
transitions

elicited by names,
places, and titles



ABOUT THE TsE TEST

On the da! ofthe test, you wil l  be given a test book and asked to l isten
to and reai the general directions before you begin. It is a good idea. to
become familiai *'ith the directions before the day of the test. The
practice questions betow are similar but not identical to questions you
will find in the actual test. Therefore, responses to these practice ques-
tions may not be acceptable on an actual test. During the TSE test your

r"rponsei will be recorded on tape. It might be helpful to record your
practice responses on tape, then listen to hear how your speech actually
sounds.

GENERAL DIRECTIONS

In the Test of Spoken English. you will be ablc to demonstrate how well
you speak English. The test will Iast aPproximately 20 minutes. You will

te asked queslions by an interviewer on tapc. The questions are printed
in the test'book and the time you will have to answer each one.is printed
in parentheses after thc question. You are cncouraged to answer the
quistions as completely ai possiblc in the time allowed. While most of
t-he questions on the test may not appear to be directly related to your
acad-emic or professional field, each question is designed to tell the
raters about your oral language ability. The raters will evaluate how well
you communicate in English.

As you speali, your voice will be recorded. Your score for the test will be
Uasld on your speech sample. Be sure to spcak loudly enough for the
machine to record clearly what you say. Do not stop your tape recorder
at any time during the test unless you are told to do so by the test
supervisor.

TSE PRACTICE QUESTIONS*

First, the interviewer will ask you some qucstions about younelf. These
questions are for practice and will not be scored' but it is imponant that
you answer them.

Sample questions:

Whar is the ID number on the cover of your test book? ( I 0 ,..ond.,

How long have you been srudying English? ( I 0 seconds)

Why are you uking the Test of Spoken Englisl? ( l0 scconds)

Then the test will begin. Be sure to speak clearly and say as much as you
can in responding to each question.

Imagine that we are colleagues. The map below is of a neighboring town
that you have suggested I visit. You will have 30 seconds to study the
rnap. Then I'll ask you some questions about it.

I . Choose one place on the map that you think I should visit and give
me some reasons why you recomrnend this place. (30 seconds)

2. I'd like to see a movie. Please give me directions from the bus
station to the movie theater. (30 seconds)

3. One of your favorite movies is playing at the theater. Please tell me
about the movie and why you'like it. (60 seconds)

English Language Program
532-7324

YOUR TSE SCORE

Your score record will consist of one scorc of communicative language
ability, which is rcported on a scale of 20-60. Raters cvaluate each
qucstion and assign score levels using descriptors of'communicative
effectiveness related to language usk/function, coherence and use of
cohesive devices, appropriateness of rcsponse to audience/siruatior,,
and linguistic accuracy. The assigned score levels for each question arc
averaged. Because of this averaging, the scores are reponed in increl'
ments of five (i.e., 20, 25, 30,35, 40, 45, 50, 55, 60). Score level
pcrformance is described below.

Scale Description

60 Communication almost always effective
5 5
50 Communication generally effective
45
40 Communicadon somewhat effective
35
30 Communication generally not cffective
25
20 No effectivc com.municatioo



Now please look at rhc six picrurcs below. I'd like you to rell me the
story that-the picures show, starting with picturc number I and going
tfuough picture number 6. please take one minure to look at the oiJrurei
and think abour rhe srory. Do not begin rhe srory unril I tell you to do so.

4. Tell me the story thar the pictures show. (60 seconds)

5. What could the paintcrs have done to prcvcnt this? (30 seconds)

6. Imagine that rhis happcns to you. After you have taken thc suit to
the dry cleaners, you find out that you nccd to wear tbe suit thc next
moming. The dry cleaning service usually takes nro days. Call ttre
dry cleancrs and try to persuade them to have thc suit rcady later
today. (45 seconds)

7. The man in the pictures is reading a newspap€r. Both ncwspapers
and tclcvision news prograrns can bc gbod sources of informa-tion
about current cvents. What do you think arc thc advantagcs and
disadvantages of cach of thcsc sources? (60 seconds)

Now I'd like to hear your ideas abut a variety of ropics. Be surc to say
as much as you can in rcsponding to each question. Aftcr I ask each
questioq you may take a few seconds to prcpare iour answer, and thcn
bcgin speaking when you'rc ready.

8. Many people enjoy visiting zoos and sceing the animals. Other
people believc that animals should not bc taken from their natural
surroundings and put into zoos. I'd likc to know what you think
about this issue. (60 seconds)

9. I'm not familiar with your field of srudy. Select a tcrm used
.frcquently in your field and defrne it for me. (60 scconds)

12. Norv pleasc look u thc informari-on bclow about a rip to Washington,

P'C.' Fu: l* 9*n organizcd for thc rrcmbcrs of tl,. Fo..rttity
Historical Sociery. Imagine rhat you are ihe president of thii
organization. At the last meeting you gave out i schedule for the
trip, but there havc been somc changes. you must remind the
members about dre details of tire trip and rcll them about the
changes indicated on the schedule. In ybur presenration do notjusr
rcad the informatio-n printed, but present ir its if you were talking to
a gr.oupof people. You will have one minute to plan your prese ntaion
and will be told when ro begin speaking.

The graph betow presents the actual and projected percentage ofthe
world population living in cities from 1950 to 2010. Describe to me
the information given in the graph. (60 seconds)

PERCENTAGE OF WORLD POPTJLATION
LIVING IN CITIFS 1950-2010

1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010
Year

Now discuss what this information might mcan for the future.
(45 seconds)
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FORE5T CITY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
TRIP TO WASHINGTON, D.C.

Datc: Saturday, April,f y!

Tranrportatlon: Chartcrcd Bus

Dcpart 
f,r$$fSea-rn-CommuniryCcnrerparkinglot

ltlncraqr: 10:30 a.rn - Guidcd Tour of Whirc House

12:30 p.rn - Lunch* - Rock Crcck Park

3:00 p.rn - National Muscum of History and
Tcchnology (ccrurc --4:00 p.rn)

6:30p.rn -Oinno-g-ffir,
Gcorgctown

I 0:00 p.rn (approxinutcly)

5?&€d (cxcluding admissiors and dinncr)
$uoo

'Bring yoor own

Return:

Cort:

(90 seconds)


