DAS 185 — TEACHING AND CULTURAL ORIENTATION FOR 

INTERNATIONAL TEACHING ASSISTANTS
Culture/pedagogy Component








Teaching Techniques 

· effective teaching techniques in the American classroom

· cultural differences in teaching techniques

· compensation strategies for "uncomfortable" techniques

American Educational System and Students
· high school preparation of students, background of students in sciences and math

· U.S. university system, required vs. elective courses

· student expectations of teacher and teacher behavior

· student classroom behavior, the cultural differences, and how ITAs can interpret them

Language
· pronunciation

· intonation practice of structures/phrases

· tone of voice and compensation strategies for "angry" or "unpleasant" intonation patterns that may  be cultural

· pronunciation practice of troublesome vocabulary within a sentential context vocabulary

· "teacher" vocabulary

· idiomatic language

· register

· pronunciation of field-specific vocabulary

· inappropriate language

· grammar

· common patterns for specific information (numbers, measurements, use of passive voice)

· inclusive vs. exclusive language

· question formation and use

· understanding questions asked by students

· asking for clarification

· restatement of questions

· use of questions for interaction in the classroom

· nonverbal language

· meaning and use of different nonverbal communication techniques: eye contact, gestures, movement, facial expressions, etc.

· discussion of "dangerous" nonverbal elements:  standing too close, using the middle finger to point to something, not smiling, etc.

· compensatory techniques for nonverbal elements which are uncomfortable

University and Legal Policies
· sexual discrimination, harassment

· cheating, plagiarism

· privacy of student information

· roles and responsibilities of TAs

· campus resources (tutoring, counseling center, etc.)

Coping Strategies
· language problems in the classroom, evaluations

· balancing a graduate student and TA load

· being friends vs. being friendly

· dealing with discipline problems (role plays)

Presentations / Tutorials
· 3 in-class presentations 10-15 minutes / videotaped

· (introducing the syllabus) - not videotaped

· describing a process

· explaining a term

· explaining a process / working a problem

· tutorials - 30 minutes  -  
viewing and discussing the videotaped presentations

DAS 179 – Speaking / Pronunciation Skills




Goals:

· To improve each student's English word pronunciation, sentence intonation, and overall speech phrasing, so that     he/she is as comprehensible as possible in a classroom situation.

· To improve each student's ability to listen and comprehend spoken English at regular conversational speed.

· To improve each student's ability to monitor his/her own speech and make necessary corrections.

Organization and Materials:

· Directed and individual practice of specific major pronunciation problems for the language groups represented     by the students in the class.

· Directed and individual practice of a series of selected poems which focus on specific pronunciation, intonation,     and phrasing problems.

· Directed and individual practice of each part of the SPEAK test, with an emphasis on improving intonation and     phrasing.  The six areas of focus are:  paragraph reading, sentence completion, telling a story from a series of       pictures, short answers to questions about a picture, longer opinions and descriptions, and the presentation of       information from an outline.

· In addition, the large language lab in Eisenhower Hall is used for directed and individual practice of all materials,     review and practice of model tapes, and practice tests.
