
Major Determinants of Short Line 
Railroad Profitability 

 
 

Number of Carloads Per Mile of Main-Line 
Track 
 
Number of Other Railroads to Which a Short 
Line Connects 
 
Gross Miles of Main-Line Track Operated by 
the Short Line 
 
Operating Expense Per Mile (excluding 
Maintenance of Way Expense Per Mile) 
 
Number of Railroad Firms Owned by a Parent 
Firm 


