Faculty Salaries at Kansas State: Fighting to Escape the Big 12’s Cellar

E. Wayne Nafziger

June 15, 2007
For years, the performance of Kansas State University in the faculty salary league was comparable to that of its football, a woeful record, competing each year for the bottom of the Big Eight. Now that KSU is a football power in the expanded Big 12, what has happened to faculty salaries? They rank very much the way our hapless football team ranked in the 1970s and 1980s. 

Statistics from Academe (March/April 2007) indicate that KSU average faculty salaries in 2006-07 were $87,300 for full professors, $68,100 for associate professors, and $56,500 for assistant professors. K-State’s average salaries ($66,200) were the lowest among our six peer institutions, and substantially below the University of Kansas’s $82,200 (cited at Faculty Senate, June 12, 2007). The same source ranks KSU 12th in the Big 12 for all three professorial ranks (except KSU edges out Oklahoma State for 11th among associate professors). I remember that in the mid-1980s, when I was chair of the Faculty Salaries and Fringe Benefits Committee, we were last in the Big 8. The more things change, the more they stay the same! 
Among land-grant state universities, K-State’s average 2006-07 faculty salary ($66,200) ranks 42nd of 50 (with Alaska, Idaho, Mississippi, Montana, New Mexico, North and South Dakota, and Utah ranking below Kansas State University), compared to 39th in 2005-06. KSU's average salary ranks 184th among the Category I (doctoral) institutions. What if we adjust for cost of living (COL)? KSU’s rank is somewhat higher. KSU’s real average salary is higher than that of Tufts, Temple, SUNY - Stony Brook, Oregon State University, or the University of Hawaii – Manoa, if you consider lower costs of housing, grocery items, and many other goods and services here (see http://cgi.money.cnn.com/tools/costofliving/costofliving.html or some other COL comparison on the web). However, KSU’s real average salary is much less than that of Colorado State University, the University of Illinois – Urbana, the University of Michigan, Ohio State University, the University of Pennsylvania, Cal Tech, or Harvard University!
What about the Big 12 and our peers? The COL calculator indicates that KSU’s real average salary is higher than that of one peer, Oregon State University. However, with adjustment for COL, KSU's average salary is less than the average for every Big 12 university.
I asked at the June Senate meeting: “What should K-State’s goal be?” We can aspire to get out of the Big 12 cellar.   

For more information see KSU’s Office of Planning and Analysis http://www.k-state.edu/pa/statinfo/reports/salaryreports/facsalcomp/fy2006/year.pdf, which has data for the 2005-06 academic year.
